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OLUME THE THIRD. 


CHAP. I. 


PEREGRINE ARRIVES AT THE GAR- 
RISON, WHERE HE RECEIVES THE 
LAST ADMONITIONS OF COMMO- 
PORE TRUNNION, WHO NEXT 

DAY RESIGNS HIS BREATH, AND 
IS BURIED. ACCORDING TO HIS 
OWN DIRECTIONS. SOME GEN- 
TLEMEN IN THE COUNTRY MAKE 
A FRUITLESS ATTEMPT TO AC- 
COMMODATEMATTERSBETWIXT 
MR. GAMALIEL PICKLE AND HIS 
ELDEST SON. | 1 

2 BO UT four o'clock in 

5 the morning our hero ar- 

| 344245 

5 A & rived at the garriſon, where 

4 y he found his generous un. 
. cle in extremity, ſupported 

in bed by Julia on one ſide, 
and Lieutenant Hatchway on the other, 
wule Mr. Jolter adminiſtered ſpiritual 
eonlolation to his ſoul, and bet.veen 
wittes comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who, 
with her maid, fat by the fire, weeping 
with great decorum; the phyſician hav- 
ng juſt taken his laſt fee, and retired, 
alter pronouncing the fatal prognoſtick, 
in which he anxiouſly wiſhed he might 
not be miſtaken... „ 

. Though the commodore's ſpeech was 

— by a violent hiccup, he ſtill 

aimed the uſe of his ſenſes; and when 

| "grine approach d, ſtretched out his 
and with manifeſt ſigns of ſatisf tion. 
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He endeavoured to conceal his tender- 
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The your g gentleman, whoſe heart over- 
flowed with gratitude and affection, could 
not behold tuch a ſpectacle unmoved. 


2 0 which, in the wildneſs of his youth, 
and in the pride of his diſpoſition, he 
conſidered as a derogation from his 
manhood; but, in ſpite of all his en- 
deavours, the rears guſhed from his eyes, 
while he kiſſed the old man's hand; and 
he was fo utterly diſconcerted by. his 
grief, that when he attempted to ſpeak, 
his tongue denied it's office: ſo that the 
commodore, perceiving his diſorder, made 
a laſt effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him 
in theſe words. Swab the ſpray from 
your bowſprit, my good lad, and coil 
up your ſpirits. Vou muſt not let the 
top- lifts of your heart give way, be- 
cauſe you ſee me ready to go down at 
theſe years; many a better man has 

foundered before he has made half 
my way; thof I truſt, by the mercy 

of God, I ſhall be ſure in port in a 
yery few glaſſes, and faſt moored in a 
molt bleſſed riding: for my good 

friend Jolter has overhauled the jour- 
nal of my ſins; and by the obſerva- 
tion he hath taken of the ſtate of my 
ſoul, I hope I ſhall happily conclude 

my voyage, and be brought up in the 
latitude of heaven. Here has been a 
doctor that wanted to ftow me chack- 
fall of phyſick; but when a mans 

hour is come, what ſignifies his tax- 
ing his departure with a pothecary's 
| | y 7 aaa « ſhop 
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t along · ſide of dying men, like the meſ- 


“ ſengers of the admiralty with ſailing- 
© orders: but I told him as how I 


could flip my cable without his direc- 
tion or aſſiſtance; and ſo he hawled off 
in dudgeon. This curſed hiccup makes 
ſuch a rippling in the current of my 
ſpeech, that mayhap you don't un- 
derſtand what I fay. Now, while the 
ſucker of my wind- pump will go, I 
would willingly mention a few things, 
which I hope you will ſet down in the 
log-book of your remembrance, when 
I am ſtiff, d'ye fee. There's your 
aunt ſitting whimpering by the fire; I 
deſire you will keep her tight, warm, 
and eaſy in her old age: the's an ho- 
neſt heart in her own way; and thof 
ſhe goes a little crank and humour- 
ſome, by being often ayer-ſtowed with 
Nantz and religion, ſhe hath been a 
faithful ſhip-mate to me, and I dare 
ſay never turned in with another man, 


bottom.—Jack Hatchway, you know 
the trim of her as well as e'er a man 
in England, and I believe ſhe has a 
kindneſs for you; whereby, if you 
two will grapple in the way of matri- 
mony, when I am gone, I do ſuppoſe 
© that my godſon, for love of me, will 
allow you to live in the garriſon all 
Bg "Pp days of your life. 3 
Peregrine aſſured him, he would with 
leaſure comply with any requeſt he 
Roald make, in behalf of two perſons 
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whom he eſteemed ſo much. The lieu- 


tenant, with a waggith ſneer, which even 
the gravity of the ſituation could not pre- 
vent, thanked them both for their good - 
will, telling the commodore, he was 
obliged to him for his friendſhip, in 
_ feeking to promote him to the command 
of a veſſel which he himſelf had wore 


| out in the ſervice : that notwithſtand- 
ing, he ſhould be content to take charge 
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of her, though he could not help being 
thy of coming after ſuch an able navi- 
gator. | | 


Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmil- 


ed at this ſally; and, after ſome pauſe, 


reſumed his admonitions in this man- 


ner. © I need not talk of Pipes, be- 


* cauſe I know you'll do for him, with 


out my recommendation; the fellow 
has ſailed with me in many a hard 
© gale, and I'Il warrant him as ſtout a 


4 ſeaman as ever ſet face to the weather: 


_* þyt I hope you will take care of the 


' fince we firſt embarked in the ſame 
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individual around bim wit 
, ” ; 


ther tongue. 
more to lay, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE; 
* ſhop in his hold? Thoſe fellows come 


reſt of my crew, and not diſrate then 
after I am dead, in favour of ney 
followers. As for that young vo. 
man, Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm 
informed as how ſhe is an excellent 
wench, and has a reſpect for you; 
whereby, if you run her on board 1 
an unlawful way, I leave my curſe 


upon you, and truſt you will never 
proſper in the voyage of life: but, I 


believe you are more of an honeſt 
man, than to behave fo much like x 
pirate. I beg of all love, you wo] 
take care of your conſtitution, and 
beware of running foul of harlots, 
who are no better than ſo many mer- | 
maids, that fit upon rocks in the ſa, 
and hang out a fair face for the de. 
ſtruction of paſſengers ; thof I muſt 
ſay, for my own part, I never met 
with any of thoſe ſweet fingers, and 
yet I have gone te lea for the {pace 
of thirty years. But howſomever, iteer 
your courſe clear of all ſuch brimſtone 
bitches. Shun going to law as you 
would ſhun the devil, and look upon 
all attornies as devouring ſharks, or } 
ravenous fiſh of prey. As ſoon as the 
breath 1s out of my body, let minute 
guns be fired, till J am ſafe under 
ground. I would alſo be buried in 
the red jacket I had on when I board- 
ed and took the Renummy. Let my 
piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-compals, 
be laid in the coffin along with me. 
Let me be carried to the grave by my | 
own men, rigged in the black caps 
and white ſhirts which my barge's 
crew were wont to wear; and they 
muſt keep a good Jook-out, that none 
of your pilfering raſcallions may come | 
and heave me up again, for the Jucre 
of what they can get, until the car- 


_ caſe is belayed by a tomb ſtone. As 


for the motto, or what you call it, I 
leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who 
are ſcholars; but I do deſire, that it 
may not be engraved in the Greek 
or Latin lingos, and much Jeſs in 
the French, which I abominate, hut 
in plain Engliſh, that when the angel 
comes to pipe all hands, at the great 
day, he may know that I am a Bri- 
tiſn man, and ſpeak to me in my mo, 

And now I have no 
but God in heaven have 


mercy upon my ſoul, and ſend you 


| oo are 1 
all fair weather, whereſoever you 47 


8 ing he regarded every 
bound !' So ſaying, he re Nook © 
| cow) 


poſed himſelt to reſt, while the whole 
audience. (Pipes himſelf not excepted) 
were melted with ſorrow; and Mrs, 
Trunnion conſented to quit the room; 
that ſhe might not be expoſed to the 
unſpeakable anguiſh of ſeeing him ex- 

ire. FEE 
; His laſt moments, however, were not 
ſo near as they imagined ; he began to 
doſe, and enjoyed ſmall intervals of eaſe 
till next day in the afternoon z during 
which remiſſions, he was heard to pour 
forth many pious ejaculations; __ 
ing his' hope, that, for all the heavy 
cargo 6f his fins, he ſhould be able to 
ſurmount the puttock-ſhrouds of de- 
ſpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees of 
God's good favour. At laſt, his voice 
ſunk ſo low, as not to be diftinguiſhed ; 
and having laid about an hour, almoſt 
| without any perceptible ſigns of life, he 

gave up the ghoſt, with a groan which 
announced his deceaſe. _ 

Julia was no ſooner certified of this 
melancholy event, than ſhe ran to her 
aunt's chamber, weeping aloud ; and 
immediately a very decent concert was 
performed by the good widow and her 
attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway 
retired till the corple ſhould be laid out; 
and Pipes having ſurveyed the body, 
with a face of rueful attention, Well 
fare thy ſoul, old Hawſer Trunnion!' 
kid he: © man and boy I have known 
* thee theſe five and thirty years; and 
* ſure a truer heart never broke biſcuit, 
Many a hard gale haſt thou weathered ; 
but now thy ſpells are all over, and 
* thy hull ally aid up. A better com- 
mander I'd never dehre to ſerve; and 
© who knows but I may help to ſet up 
"oy ſtanding rigging in another world ?” 
All the ſervants of the houſe were 


and the poor le in the neighbour- 
hood ee the gate, Ms by re- 
peated howlings, expreſſed their ſorrow 
for the death of their charitable bene- 
cor, Peregrine, though he felt every 
thing which love and gratitude could 
re on this occaſion, was not ſo 
Much overwhelmed with affliction, as 
to be incapable of taking the manage- 
Ment of the family into his own hands. 
He gave directions about the funeral 
with great diſcretion, after having paid 
compliments of cendolance to his 


aunt, .whom he conſoled with the aſſu- 


| Tract of his iuvioluble eſteem and affeo- 


- 


©, ®EREGRINE PICKLE, 
gmplacency, and cloſing his eye, com- 


new ideas of grandeur and ma 


affected with the loſs of their old maſter; 


1 
tion. He ofdered a ſuit of mourning to 
be made for every perſon in the garriſbn, 


and inviting all the neighbouring gen- 


tlemen to the burial, not even excepting 
his father and brother Gam, who did 
not however honour the ceremony with 
their preſence z nor was his mother hu- 
mane enough to viſit her ſiſter-in-law in 
her diſtreſs. TY 

In the method of interment, the coin- 
modore's injunctions were obeyed to a 
tittle ; and at the ſame time our hero 
mide a donation of fifty pounds to the 
poor of the 
which his uncle had forgot to bequeath. 

Having performed theſe obſequies 
with the moſt pious punctuality, he 
examined the will, to which there was 
no addition ſince it had been firſt execut - 
ed; adjuſted the payment of all the le- 
gacies; and being ſole executor, took 


an account of the eſtate to which he had- 


ſucceeded, and which, after all deduc- 
tions, amounted to thirt | 
pounds. The poſſeſſion of ſuch. a for- 
tune, of which he was abſolute maſter, 
did not at all contribute to the humilia- 
tion of his ſpirit, but inſpired him with 
ificence, 
and elevated his hope to the higheſt pin« 
nacle of expectation. 4 i 

His domeſtick affairs being ſettled, 
he was viſited by almoſt all the gentle 
men of the country, who came to pay 


their compliments of congratulation, on 


his acceſſion to the eſtate ; and ſome 
of them offered. their pood offices to- 


wards. a reconciliation betwixt his fa - 
ther and him, induced by the gene al 


deteſtation which was entertained for his 
brother Gam, who was by this time 


looked upon by his neighbours as 4 


prodigy of inſolence and malice. Our 
young ſquire thanked them for their 

ind propoſal, which he accepted; and 
old Gamalie), at their intreaties, ſeem- 


ed very well diſpoſed to an accommoda - 


tion: but, as he would uot venture to 


declare himſelf, before he had conſulted - 


his wife, his favourable diſpoſition was 
rendered altogether. ineffectual, by the 
inſtigations of that implacable Woman; 
and our hero reſigned all expectation of 
being reunited to his father's houſe, 
His brother, as uſual, took all oppor- 


tunities of injuring his character, by 


falſe aſperſions and ſtories miſrepreſent - 
ed, in order to prejudice his reputation: 
nor was his ſiſter Tala ſuffered to enjoy 
her good fortune in peace, Had he un- 
. 2 dergone 


ariſh, as a benefaction 


thouſand 


- vs 
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oergone ſuch perſecution from an alien to 
his blood, the world would have heard 


of his revenge; but, notwithſtanding 


his indignation, he was too much tinc- 


tured by the prejudices of conſanguinity, 


to lift his arm in judgment againſt the 
ſon of his own parents; and this con- 


ſideration ' abridged the term of his re- 
ſidence at the garriſon, where he had 


propoſed to ſtay for ſome months. 


CHAP. II. 


THE YOUNG GENTLEMAN HAVING 
SETTLED His DOMESTICK AF- 
FAIRS, | ARRIVES IN | LONDON, 
Ap SETS UP A GAY EQUIPAGE. 


"HE MEETS WITH EMILIA, AND. 
1s INTRODUCED TO HER UNCLE. 


Is aunt, at the earneſt ſolicita- 

1 tions of Julia and her huſband, 
took up her quarters at the houſe of that 
affectionate Kinſwoman, who made it 
her chief ſtudy to comfort and cheriſh 
the diſconſolate widow; and Jolter, in 
expectation of the living, which was 
not yet vacant, remained in garriſon, in 
quality of land- ſteward upon our hero's 
country eſtate, As for the lieutenant, 
our young gentleman communed with 
him in a ſerious manner, about the com- 
modore's propoſal of taking Mrs. Trun- 
nion to wife; and Jack, being quite 
tired of the ſolitary ſituation of a batche- 
lor, which nothing. but the company 
5 old commander could have en- 
abled him him to ſupport ſo long, far 
from diſcovering averſion to the match, 
obſerved with an arch ſmile, that it was 
not the firſt time he had commanded a 


veſſel in the abſence of Captain Trun- 
nion; and therefore, if the widow was 


willing, he would chearfully ſtand by 
her helm; and, as he N the duty 
would not be of long continuance, do 
Kis endeavour to ſteer her fafe into the 
port, where the commodore might come 
on board, and take charge of her again. 
In conſequence of this declaration, it 
was determined that Mr. Hatchway 
mould make his addreſſes to Mrs. Trun- 
nion, as ſoon as decency would permit 
her to receive them; and Mr. Clover 


And his wife promiſed to exert their in- 


fivencein his behalf. Meanwhile, Jack 
was deſired to live at the caſtle as uſual, 
ad aſſured, that it ſhould be put wholly 
in his poſteſiion, as ſoon as he ſhould 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


be able to actompliſh this matrimes;s 
ſcheme. * 2 
When Peregrine had ſettled all th: 


| ern to his own ſatisfaction, he tock 


cave of all his friends, and repairing to 
the great city, purchaſed a new chariot 
and horſes, put Pipes and another lac- 
quey into rich liveries, took elegant lodg- 
incs in Pall Mall, and made a moſt re- 
markable appearance among the people 
of faſhion, It was owing to this equi- 
page, and the gaiety of his perſonal de- 
portment, that common fame, which is 
always a common lyar, repreſented him 
as a young gentleman who had juſt ſuc- 
ceeded to an eftate of five thouſand 
pounds per annum, by the death of an 
uncle; that he was intitled to an equal 
fortune at the deceaſe of his own father, 
excluſive of two conſiderable jointures, 
which would devolve upon him at the 
demiſe of his mother and aunt, This 
report” (falſe. and ridiculous as it was) 
he could nat find in his heart to contra- 
dict; not but that he was ſorry to find 
himſelf ſo miſrepreſented : but his ya- 
nity would not allow him to take any 
ſtep that might diminiſh his importance 
in the opinion of thoſe who courted his 
acquaintance, on the ſuppoſition that 
his circumſtances were actually as af- 
fluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, 
ſo much was he infatuated by this weak- 
neſs, that he reſolved to encourage the 
deception, by living up to the report: 
and accordingly engaged in the molt 
expenſive parties of pleaſure believing 
that, before his preſent finances ſhould 
be exhauſted, his fortune would be ef- 
fectually made, by the perſonal accom- 
pliſhments he ſhould have occaſion to 
diſplay to the beau monde, in the courle 
of his extravagance. In a word, va- 
nity and pride were the ruling foibles 
of our adventurer, who imagined him- 
ſelf ſufficiently qualified to retrieve his 
fortune in various ſhapes, long before 
he could have any idea of want or dif- 
ficulty. He thought he ſhould have it 
in his power, at any time, to make prize 
of à rich heireſs, or opulent widow : bis 
ambition had already aſpired to the heart 
of a young handſome ducheſs dowager, 
to whoſe acquaintance he had found 
means to be introduced; or, fhould may 
trimony chance to be unſuitable to his 


inclinations, he never doubted, that Dy, 


the intereſt he might acquire among 50 
nobility, he ſhould be favoured 25 
ſome Jutrative peſt," that would aniply 
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PEREORINE” PICK E. 
Keommpenle kim for the Iiberality of his 


diſpoſition. There are many young 
men who entertain the fame expections, 
with half the reaſon he had to be ſo pre- 
ſumptuous. n 


1 


In the midſt of theſe chimerical cal- 


etlations, his paſſion for Emilia did not 


ſubſide; but, on the contrary, began to 


rage to ſuch an inflammation of deſie, 


that her idea interfered with every other 


refleftion, and abſolutely diſabled him 
from proſecuting the other lofty ſchemes 
which his imagination had projected, 
He therefore laid down the honeſt re- 
ſolution of viſiting her in all the ſplen- 
dor of his ſituation, in order to practiſe 
upon her vi tue with all his art and ad- 
dreſs, to the, utmoſt extent of his in- 
fluence and fortune; Nay, ſo effectually 
had his guilty paſſion abſorbed his prin- 
ciples of | I 6, 

and regard for the commodore's laſt 
words, that he was baſe enough to re- 
jolce at the abſence of his friend God- 


fey, who being then with his regiment 


in Ireland, could not dive into his pur- 
poſe, or take meaſures for fruſtrating his 
vicious deſigg. ; 1 
Fraught with theſe heroick ſentiments, 
he determined to ſet out for Suſſex in 
his chariot and Ex, attended by his valet 
de chambre and two footmen; and as 
he was now ſenſible, that in his laſt 
eſſay he had miſtaken his cue, he de- 
termined to change his battery, and ſa 


che fortreſs by the moſt ſubmiſſive, foft, 


ant inſinuating behaviour. 
On 7 evening that preceded this 
purpoſed expedition, he went into one 
the boxes at the playhouſe, as uſual, 
to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; and in re- 
vonnoitring the company through a glaſs, 
( no other reaſon, but becauſe it was 


aſhionable to be purblind) perceived 


is miſtreſs very plainly dreſſed, in one 
of the ſeats Av the Hage, talking to 
another young woman of a very homely 
Ppearance. Though his heart beat the 
752 with the utmoſt impatience at 
ight of his | 
minutes deterred from obeying the im- 
par of his love, by the det of ſome 
ny 15 of faſhion, who, he feared, would 
Sy the worle of him, ſhould they ſee 
: m 8 5 his compliment in publick to 
vie on of her figure. Nor would the 
& ence of his inclination have ſo far 

ther, had not he recollected, that his 
qaality friends would look upon her as 


honour, conſcience, bumanity, 


Emilia, he was for ſome 


Frevailed over his pride, as to lead him 
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ſome handſome Abigail, with whom he 
had an affair of gallantry, and of con- 
ſequence give him credit for the in- 


trigue. 

BEG axed by this ſuggeſtion, he 
complied with the dictates of love, and 
flew to the place where his charmer fat. 
His air and dreſs were fo remarkabie, 
that it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould 
have eſcaped the eyes of a curious ob- 
ſerver, elpecially as he had choſen & 
time for coming in, when his entrance 
could not fail to attra&t the notice of the 
ſpectators; I mean, when the whole 
houſe was huſhed in attention to the per- 
ſorrhance on the ſtage. Emilia, there- 


fore, perceived him at his firft approach; 


ſne found herſelf diſcovered by the direc- 
tion of his glaſs, and gueſſing his inten- 
tion by his abrupt retreat from the box, 
ſummoned all her fortitude to her aid, 
and prepared for his reception. He 
advanced to her with an air of eager- 
neſs and joy, tempered with modeſty 
and reſpe&, and expreſſed his ſatisfac- 
tion at ſeeing her, with à ſeeming re- 
verence of regard. Though ſhe was 
extremely well pleaſed at this unexpected 
behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the emotions 
of her heart, and anſwered his compli- 
ments with affected eaſe and unconcern, 
ſuch as might denote the good-humour 


** O - 4 . po 
of a perſon who meets by accident with. 


an indifferent acquaintance. After hay-. 


ing certified himſelf of her own good 


health, he very kindly enquired about” 


her mother and Miſs Sophy; gave her 
to underitand, that he had lately been 
favoured with a letter from Godfrey; 
that he had actually intended to ſet out 
next morning on a viſit to Mrs. Gaunt- 
let, which (now that he was ſo happy 
as to meet with her) he would poſtpone, 


until he ſhould have the pleafure of at- 


tending her to the country. After hav- 
ing thanked him for his polite intention, 
ſhe told him, that her mother was ex- 
pected in town in a few days, and that 

ſhe herſelf had come to London fome 
weeks ago, to give her attendance upon? 
her aunt, who had been dangerouſly ill, 
but was now pretty well recovered, ** 
Although the converſation of courſe, 
turned upon general topicks, during the 
entertainment he took all opportunities of 
being particular with his eyes, through | 
which he conveyed a thouſand tender 
proteſtations. She ſaw, and mwardly* _ 

rejoiced at the humility of His looks + 
but far from rewarding it with one p- 
proving 
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proving glance, me induſtriouſiy ayoid- 


ed this ocular intercourſe, and rather 
coquetted with a young gentleman 
that ogled her from the oppoſite box. 
Peregrine's penetration eaſily detected 


her ſentiments, and he was nettled at. 
her N raps yt which ſerved to con- 


firm him in his unwarrantable deſigns 
upon her perſon. He perfiſted in his 
aſſiduities with indefatigable perſerve- 
rance: when the play was concluded, 
handed her and her companion to an 
hackney-coach, and with difficulty was 
permitted to eſcort them to the houſe of 
Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was 


introduced by the young lady, as an in- 


wamate friend of her brother Godfrey. 
The old gentleman, who was no 
ſtranger to the nature of Peregrine's 
connection with his ſiſter's family, pre- 
vailed upon him to ſtay ſupper, and 
feemed particularly well Nene with his 
converſation and deportment, which, by 
- kelp of his natu 
derfully adapted to the humour of his 
_ entertainer. After ſupper, when the 
ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen 
ealled for his pipe, our {ly adventurer 
followed his example. Though he ab- 
horred the plaut, he ſmoaked with an 
air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if 
he had been dceply concerned in the 
Virginia trade, In the progreſs of the 
diſcourſe, he conſulted the merchant's 
diſpoſition; and the national debt com- 
ing upon the carpet, held forth upon the 
funds like a profeſſed broker. When 
the alderman complained of the-reſtric- 


tions and diſcouragement of trade, his 


_guelt inveighed againſt exorbitant du- 
ties, with the nature of which he ſeemed 
as well acquainted as any commiſſioner 
of the cuſtoms; ſo that the uncle was 
aſtoniſhed at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and expreſſed his ſurprize, that 
a gay young gentleman like him, ſhould 


have i either leiſure or inclination 


to conſider fubjefts ſo foreign to the 
"faſhionable amuſements of youth. 
* Pickle laid hold on this opportunity 


td tell him, that he was deſcended from 


à race of merchants; and that, early in 
fe, he had made it his buſineſs to in- 
ſtruct himſelf in the different branches 
of trade, which he not only ſtudied as 
his family profeſſion, but alſo as the 
ſource of all our national riches and 


power. He then launched out in praiſe 


.of commerce, and the pramoters there - 
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fagacity, he won- 


his vows of eternal conſtancy and truth, 


againſt all his attacks: yet, what het 


buf, that 
he might not over-ſhoot himſelf by bis 


. 
* KS 


of; ahd by way of contraſt; employed 
all his ele in drawing fuck 1. 
crous pictures of the manners and edu. 
cation of what is called high life, that 
the trader's ſides were ſhaken by laugh. 
ter, even to the danger of his life; and 
he looked upon our adventurer as a mi. 
racle of ſobriety and good ſenſe- 
Having thus ingratiated himſelf with 
the uncle, Peregrine took his leave, and 
next day in the forenoon viſited the niece 
in his chariot, after ſhe had been ad- 
moniſhed by her kinſman to behave with 
circumſpection, and. cautioned againf 
negle&ing or diſcouraging the addreſſes 
of ſuch a valuable admirer. = 


CHAP. Il. 


HE PROSECUTES HIS DESIGN UPON, 
EMILIA WITH GREAT ART ANG 
PERBEVERANCE., 


UR adventurer, having by bis hy- 

poeriſy obtained free acceſs to his 
miſtreis, began the ſiege, by profeſſing 
the moſt ſincere contrition for his former 
levity, and imploring her forgiveneſs 
with ſuch earneſt ſupplication, that, 
guarded as the was againſt his flattering 
arts, ſhe 1 15 to believe his proteſta- 
tions, which were even accompanied 
with tears, and abated a good deal of 
that ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had pro- 
poſed to maintain during this interview. 
She would not, however, favour him 
with the leaſt acknowledgment of a mu- 
tual paſſion, becauſe, in the midſt of 


he did net mention one ſyllable of wed- 
lock, though he was now entirely maller 
of his own conduct; and this conſidera- 
tion created a doubt, which fortified her 


diſcretion would have concealed, was 
diſcovered by her eyes, which, in ſpite 
of all her endeavours, breathed fort 
complacency and love, For her incli- 
nation was flattered by her own ſelf-⸗ 
ſufficiency, which imputed her admirers 
filence, in that particular, to the hut 
and perturbation of his ſpirits, and per- 
ſuaded her, that he could not poſhbly 
regard her with any other than honobr- 
able intentions. | 
The inſidious lover exulted in the ten 
nerneſs of her looks, from which 
preſaged a compleat victory; 
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precipitation, he would not run the of giving the company te underſtand, 
of Jeclarin himſelf, until ber heart how well he was with perſons of diſtin- 
mould be ſo far entangled within his guiſhed rank and character: he would 
ſnares, as that neither the ſuggeſtions often (for example) obſerve, as it were 
of honour, prudence, or pride, ſhould occaſionally, that the Duke of G 
de able to diſengage it. Armed with was one of the beſt- natured men in the 
this reſolution, he reſtrained the impa- world, and illuſtrate this aſſertion he 
tience of his temper within the limits ſome inſtance of his affability, in which 
of the moſt delicate deportment. After he himſelf was concerned; then, by an 
having ſolicited and obtained permiſſion abrupt tranſition, he would repeat ſome 
to attend her to the next opera, he took repartee of Lady T. „and men- 
ber by the hand, and preſſing it to his tion a certain bon mot of the Earl of 
lips in the moſt reſpectfal manner, went C „which was uttered in his hear- 
away, leaving her in a molt whimſical ing. Fl, AE 
ſite of ſuſpenſe, chequered with an in- Abundance of young men, in this 
tereſting viciſſitude of hope and fear. manner, make free with the names, 
On the appointed day, he appeared though they have never had acceſs to the 
again about five o'clock in the afternoon, perſons of the nobility; but this was 
and found her native charms ſo much not the caſe with Peregrine, who, in 
improved by the advantages of dreſs, conſideration of his appearance and ſup- 
that he was tranſported with admiration poſed fortune, together with the advan- 
and delight; and while he conducted tage of his introduction, was by this 
her to the Hay Market, could ſcarce time freely admitted to the tables of the 
bridle the impetuoſity of his paſſion, ſo great. e 
as to obſerve the forbearing maxims he In his return with Emilia from the 
had adopted. When ſhe entered the opera, though he ſtill maintained the 
pit, he had abundance of food for the moſt ſcrupulous decorum in his beha- 
gratification of his vanity; for, in a viour, he plied her with the moſt paſ- 
moment, ſhe eclipſed all the female part ſionate expreſſions of love, ſqueezed her 
of the audience, each individual allow- hand with great fervency, proteſted that 
ing in her own heart, that the ſtranger his whole ſoul was engroſſed by her idea, 
was by far the handſomeſt woman there and that he could not exiſt independent 
| prelent, except herſelf. of her favour. Pleaſed as ſhe was with 
| * Here it was that our hero enjoyed a his warm and pathetick addreſſes, toge- 
double triumph; he was vain of this op- ther with the reſpectful manner of his 
portunity to enhance his reputation for making love, ſhe yet had prudence and 
g. among the ladies of faſhion, reſolution ſuſticient to contain her ten- 
who knew him, and proud of an occa- derneſs, which was ready to run over; 
fion-to diſplay his quality acquaintance being fortified againſt his arts, by re- 
to Emilia, that ſhe might entertain the flecting, that if his aim was honourable, 
. greater idea of the conqueſt ſhe had made, it was now his buſineſs to declare it. 
| and pay the more deference to his im- On this conſideration, ſhe refuſed to 
portance in the ſequel of his addreſſes. make any ſerious reply to his earneſt 
That he might profit as much as poſ- expoſtulations, but affected to receive 
ſible by this ſituation, he went up and them as the undetermined effuſions of 
accoſted every perſon in the pit, with gallantry and good-breeding. > 
whom he ever had the leaſt communi- This fictitious gatety and good-hu- 
cation, whiſpered and laughed with an mour, though it baffled his hope of ex- 
affected air of familiarity, and even torting from her an acknowledgment of 
bowed at adiſtance to ſome of the nobi- which he might have taken immediate 
lity, on the ſlender foundation of having advantage, nevertheleſs encouraged him 
od near chem at court, or preſented to obſerve, (as the chariot paſſed along 
them with a pinch of rappee at White's the Strand) that the night was far ad- 
chocolate-houſdGG. vanced; that ſupper would certainly be 
This ridiculous oftentation, though over before they could reach her uncle's 
now practiſed with a view of promoting - houſe; and to propoſe, that he ſhould 
his deſign, was a weakneſs that in ſome wait upon her to ſome place, where 
degree infected the whole of his be- they might be accommodated with a 
maviour; for nothing gave him ſo much flight refrethment. She was offended 
Je in converſation; as an opportunity at the freedom of this propoſal ; which, 
Re Ja? ; owever, 
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however, ſhe treated as a joke, thank 
ing him for his courteous offer, and aſ- 
furing him, that when ſhe ſhould be 
diſpoſed for a tavern gat, he alone 
mould have the honour of beftowing it. 

Her kinſman being engaged with com- 
pany abroad, and her aunt retired to 
reſt, he had the good fortune to enjoy a 
tete à tile with her during a whole hour, 


which he employed with ſuch eonſum- 


wate ſkill, that her caution was almoſt 
overcome. He not only aſſailed her 
with the artillery of ſighs, vows, prayers, 
and tears, but even pawned his honour 
in behalf of his love. He fwore with 
many imprecations, that although her 


heart were ſurrendered to him at diſcre- 


tion, there was a principle within him, 
which. would never allow him to injure 
ſuch innocence and beauty; and the 
tranſports of his paſſion had, upon this 


occaſion, ſo far over-ſhot his purpoſe, 


that if ſhe had demanded an explana- 
tion, while he was thus agitated, he 
would have engaged himſelf to her wiſh 


by ſuch ties, as he could not poſſibly 


break with any regard to his reputa- 


tion. But from fuch expoſtulation ſhe 


was deterred, partly by pride, and partly 
by the dread of finding herſelf miſtaken 
in ſuch an intereſting conjecture. She 
therefore enjoyed the preſent flattering 
appearance of her fate, was prevailed 


upon to accept the jewels, which he pur- 


chaſed with part of his winning at Bath, 
and with- the. moſt inchanting conde- 


Fcenftion ſubmitted to a warm embrace; 


when he took his leave, after having 
obtained permiſſion to viſit her, as often 


as his inclination and convenience would 


permit. | | | | 
In his return to his own lodgings, 


hoe was buoyed up with his ſucceſs to an 


extravagance of hope; already congra- 


tulated himſelf upon his triumph over 


Emilia's virtue; and began to project 
future conqueſts among the molt digni- 
bed characters of the female ſex. But 


his attention was not all diſfipated by 
theſe vain reflections; he reſolved to 


eoncentrate the whole exertion of his 
ſoul upon the execution of his preſent 


Plan; deſiſted, in the mean time, from 


all other ſchemes of pleaſure, intereſt, 
and ambition; and took lodgings in the 


aft 


x 
3 
„ 


o 


city, for the more commodious accom- 


plithment of his purpoſe. > e 
While our lover's imagination was 


thus agreeably regaled, his miſtreſs did 


not enjoꝝ her expectations, without the 


. 


\ 
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intervention of doubts and anxiety. Hu 
ſilence touching the final aim of his 30. 
drefſes was a myſtery on which ſhe was 
afraid of exerciſing her ſagacity ; and 
her uncle tormented her with enguiricy 
into the circumſtances of Peregrine; 
profeſſions and deportment. Rather 
than give this relation the leaſt cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, which muſt have cut off all 
intercourſe betwixt her and her admirer, 
ſhe ſaid every thing which the thought 
would ſatisfy his care and concern tor 
her welfare; and in conſequence of ſuch 
repreſentation, ſhe enjoyed, without re- 
ſerve, the company of our adventurer, 
who proſecuted: his plan with ſurprizing 


_ eagerneſs and perſeverance. 


CHAP. IV. 


HE PREYAILS UPON EMILIA ro 4c. 
COMPANY HIM TO A MASQUE- 
RADE.; MAKES A TREACHEROUS 
ATTEMPT UPON HER APFEC- 
TION, AND MEETS WITH ab- 
SERVED REPULSE. 


CARCE a night elapſed in which 

he did not conduct her to ſome pub- 
lick entertainment. When, by the dint 
of his inſidious carriage, he thought 
himſelf in full poſſeſſion of her conß- 
denceand affection, he lay in wait for an 
opportunity; and hearing her obſerve in 
converſation, that ſhe had never been ata 
maſquerade, begged leafre to attend her 
to the next ball; at the ſame time, ex- 
tending his invitation to the young lady, 
in whole company he had found her it 


the play, ſhe being preſent when this 


ſubject of diſcourſe was introduced. He . 
had flattered himſelf, that this gentlc- 
woman would decline the propoſal, #5 
ſhe was a perſon ſeemingly of a demule 
diſpoſition, who had been born and bied 
in the city, where ſuch diverfons Wc 
looked upon as ſcenes of lewdnels and 
debauchery. For once, however, he 
reckoned without his hoſt; curolity ' 
as prevalent in the city as at the court 
end of the town: Emilia no ſooner g 
niſied her aſſent to his propoſal, can 
her friend, with an air of {atisfaction? 
agreed to make one of the pa, 3 
he was obliged to thank her for £0 

complaiſance which laid him under n. 
finite morti fication. He {et his genus 


at work, to invent ſome ſcheme for f - 
venting her unſeaſonable intruſion. 4 


ortunity offered, he would have 
4 pros #2795 and adminiſter- 
ca medicine that would have laid her 
under the neeeſſity of ſtaying at home: 
but bis acquaintance with her being too 
| ſight to furniſm him with the means. of 
cecutipg this expedient, he deviſed an- 
other, which was 13 all ima- 
ginable ſucceſs, nderſtanding that her 
andmother had left her a ſum of money 
independent of her parents, he conveyed 
3 letter to her mother, intimating, that 
her daughter, on-pretence-of going. to 
the maſquerade, intended to b ow her- 
ſelf in marriage to a certain eee and 
that in a fewy days ſhe would inform- 
ed of the eireumſtances of the whole in- 
trigue, provided ſne would keep this in- 
formation ſecret, and contrive ſome ex- 
cuſe for detaining the young lady at 
home, without giving her cauſe to be- 
lieve the was apprized of her intention. 
This billet, ſubſcribed, © Your well- 
eiſher, and/unknown humble ſervant,” 
had the de ſired effect upon the careful 
matron; who, on the ball. day, feigned 
herſelf ſo extremely ill, that Miſs could 
not, with any decency, quit her mam- 
ma's apartment; and therefore ſent her 
apology to Emilia in the afternoon, im- 
mediately after the arrival of Peregrine, 
who pretended to be very much afflited 
with the diſappointment, while his heart 
throbbed with a tranſport of joy. 
About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out 
for the Hay Market, he being dreſſed in 
the habit of Pantaloon, and ſhe in that 
of Columbine; and they had ſcarce en- 
tered the houſe, when the muſick ſtruck 
up, the curtain was withdrawn, and 
the whole ſeene diſplayed at once, to the 
admiration. of Emilia, whoſe: expecta- 
ton was/infinitely ſurpaſſed by this ex- 
hibition, Our gallant having: conduct- 
ed her through all the different apart- 
ments, and deſcribed the economy of 
the place, led her into the circle, and, 
in their turn, they danced ſeveral mi- 
nuets: then going to the ſide board, he 
prevailed upon her to eat ſome ſweet- 
meats and drink a glaſs of- Champagne. 
er a ſecond review of the company, 
they engaged in country-dances, at 
which exerciſe they continued, until our 
adventurer concluded, that his partner's 
blood was ſufficiently warmed for the 
_ Proſecution of his deſign. On this ſup- 
poſition, which was built upon ber de- 


claring, that ſhe was thirſty and fatigued, 


he perſuaded her io take a little cetreſh- 
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mirer. 


ring incentives, in 


wonted reſerve, liftened to his 


ment ani repoſeʒ and for that 
handed:her-down ſtairs into the 92 455 
z 


room; where, having ſeated her on.t 


floor, he preſented her with a glaſs. of 
wine and water; and, as:ſhe complained 
of being; faint, enriched. the: draught 
with ſome drops of à certain elixir, 
which he recommended as a moſt excel» 
lent-reſtorative, though it was no other - 
than a ſtimulative tincture, which he had 
treacherouſly provided for the oecaſion. 
Having ſwallowed this potion, by which 
her ſpirits were manifeſtly exhilarated, 


ſhe ate a ſlice of ham, with the wing of 


a cold pullet, and concluded the meal 
with a glaſs of Burgundy, which ſhe 
drank at the earneſt entreaty of her ad- 
Theſe extraordinary cordials 
co-· operating with the ferment. of her 
blood, which was heated by violent mo- 
tion, could not fail to affect the conſti- 
tution of a delicate young creature, who 
was naturally ſprightly and volatile. 
Her eyes began to ſparkle with unuſual 
fire and vivacity, a*thouſand brilliant 
ſallies of wit eſcaped her, and every 
maſque that accoited her underwent 
ſome ſmarting repartee. | 
Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of 
his adminiſtration, propoſed that they 
ſhould reſume their places at thecountry« 


dances, with a view to promote and 


aſſiſt the efficacy of his elixir; and 
when he thought her diſpoſition was 
properly adapted for the theme, be- 


gan to ply her with all the elocution of 


love. 


n order to elevate his own ſpirits 
to that pitch of reſolution which his 
ſcheme required, he drank two whole 
bottles of Burgundy, which inflamed 
his paſſion to ſuch a degree, that he 
found himſelf capable of undertaking 
and perpetrating any ſcheme for the gra» 
tification, of his deſire. 7 

Emilia, warmed by ſo many concur- 
favour of the man 
ſhe loved, abated conſiderably of her 
proteſta- 


tions with undiſſembled pleaſure, and 


in the confidence of her ſatisfaCtion, 


even owned him abſolute maſter of her 
affections. Raviſhed with this confeſ- 
ſion, he now. deemed . himſelf on the 
brink of reaping the delicious fruits of 
his art and aſſiduity; and the morning 
being already pretty far advanced, a 
ſented with rapture to the firſt propoſal 
ſhe made of retiring to her lodgings. 
The. blinds of the chariot being pulled 
up, he took advantage of thy fayourable 
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ſituation of her thoughts, and on pre- 


tence of being whimſical, in conſequence 


of the wine he had ſwallowed, claſped 
her in his arms, and imprinted a thou- 
ſand kiſſes on her pouting lips, a free- 
dom which ſhe pardoned as the privi- 
lege of intoxication. While he thus 
indulged himſelf with impunity, the 
carriage halted, and Pipes opening the 
door, his maſter handed her into the paſ- 
ſage, before ſhe perceived that it was 
not her uncle's houſe, at which they had 


Alarmed at this diſcovery, ſhe with | 


ſome confuſion defired toknowhis reaſon 
for conducting her to a ſtrange place at 


| theſe hours: but he made no reply, un- 


til he had led her into an apartment, 


hen he gave her to underſtand, that as 


her uncle's family muſt be diſturbed by 
her going thither' ſo late in the night, 


and the ſtreets near Temple-bar were 


infeſted by a multitude of rohbers and 
cut throats, he had ordered his coach- 
man to halt at this houſe, which was 


kept by a relation of his, a mighty good 
| fart of a gentlewoman, who would be 
proud of an opportunity to accommo- 


date a perſon for whom he was known 
to entertain fuch tenderneſs and eſteem. 
Emilia had too much penetration to 
be impoſed upon by this plauſible pre- 
text: in ſpite of her partiality for Pere- 
grine, which had never been inflamed 
xo ſuch a pitch of complacency before, 
ſhe comprehended his Whole plan in a 
twinkling. Though her blood boiled 
with indignation, the thanked him with 
an affected air of ſerenity for his kind 
concern, and expreſſed her obligation to 
His couſin; but, at the tame time, in- 


nſted upon going home, leſt her ab- 


ſence ſhould territy her uncle and aunt, 
who ſhe knew would not retire to reſt 
Ai er turn. 


Hie urged her, withia thouſand re- 


monſtrances, to confult her: own eaſe 
and ſafety, promiſing to ſend Pipes into 
the city, for the ſatisfaction of her re- 
lations: but finding her ohitinately deaf 


to his intresties, he afſhred her, that he 
would in a few minutes comply with 


"her requeſt; and, in the mean time, 


* 


.  Thegged he would fortify Herſelf againſt 
«the cold with a cordial, Which he pour- 
eil out in her preſence, and which (now 


that her ſuſ. pieion was arouſed) ſhe re- 


_ . +Fuſed to taſte, notwithſtanding all his 
Amportunities. He then fell upon bis 


inn | . (2 


kyves before her, arid the tears gulhing 
155 | 
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: from his eyes, ſwors that his paſſion 


was wound up to ſuch a pitch of ; 
tience, that 44 could no 18 Hee than 
the unſubſtantial food of expe&ation 
and that, if ſhe would not vouchſafe 1 
crown his happineſs, he would forthwith 


facrifice himſelf to her diſdain. Such 


an abrupt addreſs, accompanied with 


all the ſymptoms of frantick agitation 
could not tail to perplex and affright 
the gentle Emilia; who, after ſome te. 
collection, replied with a reſolute tone, 


that ſhe could not ſee what reaſon he 


had to complain of her reſerve, which 
ſhe was not at liberty to lay entirely 


aſide, until he ſhould have avowed his 


intentions in form, and obtain:d the 
ſanction of thoſe whom it was her day 
to obey. Divine creature !* cried he, 
ſeizing her hand, and preſſing it to his 
lips, © it is from you alone I hope for 
* that condeſcenſion, which would over. 
* whelm me with tranſports of celeſtial 
© bliſs,” The ſentiments of parents are 
s. fordid, filly, and confined ; ſeek not 
then to ſubje& my paſſion to ſuch low 
5 reſtriftions as were calculated for the 
*- purpoſes of common life. My love | 
5 18. too delicate and refined to wear 
£ thoſe vulgar fetters, which ſerve only 
to deſtroy the merit of voluntary if 


fection, and to upbraid.a man inceſ- 


* fantly with the articles of compulſion, 
© under which he lies, My dear angel! 
{pare me the mortification of being 
. compelled fo love you, and reign {ole 
einpreſs of my heart and fortune. 1 
will not affront you ſo much as to talk 
of ſettlements ; my all is at your di- 
poſal. In this pocket- book are notes 
totheamountof two thouſand pounds; 
do me the pleaſure to accept of them; 
to-morrow 1 will lay ten thouſand 
more in your lap. In a word, you 
ſhall be miſtreſs of my whole eſtate, 
and ſhall think my felt happy in living 
+ dependent on your bounty!“ | 
Heavens! what were the emotions of 
the virruous, the ſenſible, the delicate, 
the tender Emilia's heart, when ſhe beard 
this inſolent declaration from the mouth 
of amanwhom ſhehad honouredwith her 
affection and eſſeem! It was not limp!y 
horror, , grief, or indignation, that Mc 
felt, iv conſequence of this unworthy 
treatment; but the united pangs of a 
together, which produced a ſort of hy. 
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ſterick laugh, while ſhe told him, that 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


| Deceired by this convulſion, and the 


jronical compliment that attended it, the 


loyer thought he had already made great 


rogreſs in bis operations, and that it 
was now his buſineſs to ſtorm the fort 


by a vigorous aſſault, that he might 


ſpare her the confuſion of yieldin with- 
out reſiſtan ee. Poſſeſſed by this vain 
ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up, and folding 
her in his arms, began to obey the fu- 
rious diftate of his unruly and ungene- 
rous deſire. With an air of cool deter- 
mination, ſhe demanded a parley; and 
when, upon her repeated requeſt, he 
granted it, addreſſed herſelf to him in 
theſe words, while her eyes gleamed 
with all the dignity of the moſt awful 
reſentment. * Sir, I ſcorn to upbraid 
© you with a repetition. of your former 
©yows and proteſtations, nor will 1 
© recapitylate the little arts you have 
' pratiſed to enſnare my heart; be- 
* cauſe, though by dint of the moſt per- 
« fidious diſſimulation, you have found 
© means to deceive my opinion, your 
* utmott efforts have never been able to 
* lull the vigilance of my conduct, or 
« to engage my affection beyond the 
power of diſcarding you without a 
tear, whenever my honour ſhould de- 
mand ſuch a ſacrifice, Sir, you are 
* unworthy of my concern or regret, 
* and the ſigh that now ſtruggles A 
my breaſt, is the reſult of ſorrow, for 
* my own want of diſcernment. As 
* for your preſent attempt upon my 
* chaſtity, | deſpiſe your power as 

* deteſt your intention. Though, under 
the maſk of the moſt delicate reſpect, 
Jou have decoyed me from the imme- 
0 diate protection of my friends, and 
contrived other impious ſtratagems to 
tuin my peace and reputation, I con- 
* fide too much in my own innocence, 
* andthe authority of the law, to admit 


one thought of fear, much leſs to fink 


| under the horrorof this ſhocking ſitua- 
don, into which J have been ſeduced, 
p Sir, your behaviour on this occaſion, 
We in all reſpects, low and contemp- 
| übte: for, ruffian as you are, you 

durſt not harbour one thought of exe- 


euting your execrable ſcheme, while 


you knew my brother was nearenough 
to prevent or revenge the infalt; 10 


# 


"1098 villain; but alſo 4 moſt deſpi- 


cable coward!“ Having expleffed her. 


ſelf in this manner, with a moſt ma- 


| ic leverity of aſpect, ſhe opened the 


door, and walking down ſtairs with ſufs 


prizing reſolution, committed herſeIf to 


the care of a watchman, who accom- 
modated her with a hackney-chair, in 
which ſhe was ſafely conveyed to her 
uncle's houſe, _ | | 
Meanwhile,theloverwasſo confound- 


ed and over-awed by theſe cutting re- 


proaches, and her animated behaviour, 
that all his reſolution forſook him, and 
he found himſelf not only incapable of 
obſtructing her retreat, but even of ut- 
tering one ſyllable to deprecate her wrath, 
or extenuate the guilt of his own con- 
duct. The nature of his diſappoint- 
ment, and the keen remorſe that ſeized 
him, when he reflected upon the diſ- 
honourable footing on which his cha- 
racter ſtood with Emilia, raiſed ſuch 
perturbation in his mind, that his ſilence 
was ſucceeded by a violent fit of diſtrac- 
tion, during which he rayed like a Bed» 
lamite, and acted a thouſand extrava- 
gances, which convinced the people of 
the houſe (a certain bagnio) that he 
had actually loſt his wits. Pipes, with 
great concern, adopted the ſame opinion; 


and, being aſſiſted by the waiters, hin- 


dered him, by main force, from run- 
ning out and purſuing the fair fugitive; 
whom, in his delirium, he alternately 
curſed and commended, with horrid 
imprecations and laviſh applauſe. His 
faithful valet, having waited two whole 
hours, in hope of ſeeing this guſt of paſ- 


ſion overblown, and perceiving that the 


paroxyſm ſeemed rather to increaſe, very 
prudently ſent for a phyſician of his 
maſter's acquaintance; who having con- 
ſidered the circumſtances and ſymptoms 
of the diſorder, directed that he ſhould 
be plentifully blooded, without loſs of 


time, and preſcribed a draught to com- 


poſe the tumult of his ſpirits, Theſe 
orders being punctually performed, he 
grew more calm and tractable; recover- 
ed his reffection ſo far, as to be aſnamed 
of the extaſy he had undergone; ſuffered 
himſelf quietly to be undreſſed, and put 
to bed; where the fatigue occaſioned by 


his exerciſe at the maſquerade, co-ope- 


rated with the preſent diſſipation of his 
ſpirits to lull him into a profound fleep, 
which greatly tended to the preſervation 


* r revenge the of his intellects: not that he found 
that'you'muſt not only be a treache- 


himlelt in à ſtate of perfect tranquillity, 
when he awaked about noon. The 
remembrance of what had paſſed over- 
vhelmed him with mortification, Emi- 


lia's invectives ſtill founded in his ears: 
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| 


he could not help admiring her ſpirit, 
and in his heart did . homage to her 
charms, | | 


CHAP. v. 5 


ur ENDRAVOURS. TO RECONCILE 


- HIMSELF TO HIS MIST.RE8s, AND 

 EXPOSTULATES WITH THE UN- 
CLE, WHO FORBIDS HIM THE 
. HOUSE. | 


IN this ſtate of A he went home 


to his own lodgings in a chair; and 
While he deliberated with himſelf whe- 
ther he ſhould relinquiſh the purſuit, and 
EA to baniſh her idea from his 
reaſt, or go immediately and humble 
himſelf before his exaſperated miſtreſs, 
and offer his hand as an atonement for 
his crime, his ſervant put in his hand 
# packet, which had been delivered by 
aticket-porterat the door. He no ſooner 
perceived that the ſuperſcription was in 
Emilia hand-writing, than he gueſſed 


- the nature of the contents; and open- 


ing the ſeal with diſordered eagerneſs, 
found the jewels he had given to her, 
incloſed in a billet couched in theſe 
words. 1 ae 


7 L Þ HAT I may have no cauſe to 


: © reproach myſelf with havi 

s retained the leaſt memorial of a wretc 
« whom T equally deſpiſe and abhor, I 
4 take this opportunity of reſtoring theſe 
« ineffeCtualinſtruments of his infamous 
« defign-upon the honour o ß 

LICE 90 Fd Db? © EMILIA.“ 


\ Hs chagrin was fo much! galled and | 


inflamed at the bitterneſs of this con- 
temptuous meſſage, that he gnawed his 
fingers tilf the blood ran over his nails, 
and eyen wept with vexation,  Sojne- 
times he vowed revenge againſt her 
Havghty virtue, and reviled himſelf. for 
his precipitate declaration, before his 
ſcheme was brought to maturity; then 
He wauld conſider. her behaviour with 
revergnce.and regard, and bow before 
the jrreſiſtible power of herattract ions. 
In ſhort, bis breaſt was tern by con- 
King paſſion; j love, ſhame, and te- 


morſe, contended with vanity, ambition, 


und reyenge and the ſuperiority, was 


"Kill doubiful, when heagttrang delice 


a 


, PPRIBORINE: PICKLD®.. 
d while he deeply reſented her diſdain, 


in the afternoon for the houſe of her 


interpoſed, and decided in / favour of 1, 
attempt towards a reconciliation ih 
the offended fair 0 OF. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet gut 


uncle, not without hopes of that tender 
enjoyment which never fails to attend 
an accommodation betwixt two lovers 
of taſte aud ſenſibility. Though the 
conſciquſneſs of his treſpaſs encumhered 
him with an air of aukward confuſion, 
he was too confident of his own quali. 
fications and addreſs to deſpair of for. 
giveneſs; and by that time he arrived 
at the citizen's gate, he had conned 1 
very artful and pathetic harangue, 
which he propoſed to utter in his own 
behalf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetuoſity of his. paſſion, in- 
cenſeq by the Burgundy, which he had 
too liberally drank ; but he did not meet 
with. an opportunity to avail himſelf of 
this preparation. Emilia, ſuſpecting that 
he would take ſome ſtep of this kind to 
retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of viſiting, after having 
fignified to her kinſman, her reſolution 
to. avoid the company of Peregrine, on 
account of ſome ambiguities which (ſhe | 
ſaid)-were laſt night remarkable in his 
demeanour at the maſquerade. She 
choſe to inſinuate her ſuſpicions in theſe 
hints, rather than give an explicit detail 
of the young man's diſhonourable con- 
trivance, which might have kindledtix 
reſentment of the family to ſome dan- 
gerous pitch of animoſity and revenge. 
Our adventurer, finding himſelf bat- 
fled in his expectation of ſeeing her, 
'enquired for the old gentleman, with 
whom he thought he had influence 
enovgh to make his apology good, in 
caſe he ſhould find him prepoſſeſſed by 
the young lady's information. But here 
too — 82 diſappointed ; the uncle had 
gone to dine in the country, and hie 
wife was indiſpoſed ; ſo that he had e 
pretext for ſtaying in the houſe til] the 
return of his charmer. Being, howevery 
fruitful of expedients, he diſmiſſed bis 
chariot, and took poſſeſſion of a room 
in a tavern, the ial e of which oo 
ed;the merchant's gate; and there he 
propoſed to watch until, he ſhould ” 
N „This ſcheme he put : 
_pratbce, with indefatigable ,pater 
thavgh,,it was. not attended wt 
expected ſucceſs. „11 
Emilia, whoſe caution was Sea 
.Yigilant and commendable, forele ne 


that 


N 
. n OE” 


being denied by her own-expreſs direc- * leave to tell you, Sir, that unlefs £ 
tion, inſiſted upon ſeeing the maſter of am favoured with an interview with 

the houſe ; who received him with ſuch *©* Miſs Gauntlet, I ſhall conclude, that 

coldnels of civility, as-plainly;gave him + you have actually laid a conſtraint 

to underſtand, that he was acquainted * upen- her inclination for ſome finifter 

with the diſpleaſure of his neice, He + purpoſes of your own,'—* Sir, re- 
therefore, with an air of .candour, told -plied the old gentleman, -*-you are wel- 

the citizen, he could eaſily perceive by come to make What concluſions ſhall 

his behaviour, that he was the confident © ſeem good unto your own imag mation; 

of Miſs Emily, of whom he was come but, pray be ſo good as to allow me 

io aſk pardon for the offence he had the privilege of being maſter in my 

iven; and did not doubt, if he could «© own houſe.“ So ſaying, he very com- 

be admitted to her preſence, that he plaiſantly ſhewed him to the door; and 

ſhould be able to convince her, that he our lover being diffident of his own tem- 
had not erred intentionally, or at leaſt per, as well as afraid of being uſed with 
propoſe ſuch reparation as would effec- greater indignity, in a place where his 
tually atone for his fault. | erſonal proweſs would only ſerve to 
To this temonſtrance the merchant, eren his diſgrace, quitted the houſe 
without any ceremony of circumlocu- in a tranſport of rage Which he could 
tion, auſwered, that though he was ig- not wholly ſuppreſs, telling the land- 
norant of the nature of his offence, he lord, that if his age did not protect him, 
was very certain, that it muſt have been he would have chaſtiſed him for his in- 
ſomathing very flagrant that could irri- ſolent behaviour. 7 

tate his neice to ſuch a degree, againſt | 
-a perſon for whom ſhe had formerly a 5 r © 
-moſt,particular regard. He owned, ſhe MAT. . 

bad declared. her intention to renounce | % nucs 7.5 Codiagen 

his acquaintance for ever, and, doubt- HE PROJECTS A VIOLENT. SCUEME, 
lels, ſhe had good reaſon for fo doing; IN CONSEQUENCE OF. WHICH HE 
neither would heundertake to promote Is INVOLYED IN A.MOST ra- 

.anaccommodation, unlets he would give TIGUING ADVENTURE, WHICH 

bim full power to treat on the ſcore of GREATLY TENDS. TOWARDS THE 
Ry; which he ſuppoſed-would AUGMENTATION OF His CHA- * 


be the.only means of evincing his own GRIN, - 
* r.. hog 
;J\LLnels. 88 1 debarred of perſonal com · 
Peregrine's pride was kindled by this munication with his miſtreſs, he 
blunt declaration, which he could not eſſayed to retrieve her good graces by 
p conſidering as the reſult of a ſcheme the moſt ſubmiſſive andpathetick letters, 
"concerted betwixt the young lady and which he conveyed by divers artifices 
her uncle, in order to take the advantage to her peruſal; 55 reaping no manner 
of his heat. He therefore replied, with of benefit from theſe endeavours, his 
"Manifeſt ſigns of diſguſt, that he did not paſſion acquired a degree of impatience, 
Apprehend, there was any occaſion for à little inferior to downright frenzy; and 
' Mediator to reconcile the difference be- he determined to run every riſk. of life, 
[wit Emilia and him; and that all he fortune, and reputation, rather than de- 
Aelired was an opportunity of pleading fit from bis vnjuſtifiable purſuit. In- 
1 his own behalf. | © deed, his reſentment was now. as deeply 
. 21 he citizen frankly told him, that as concerned as his love, and each of theie 
"5 neice had'expreſſed an earneſt deſire paſſions equally turbulent and loud in 
oof avoiding his company, he would uot demanding gratification, On 
£ | | un 


\ , _— 570 215 | 
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that the might betxpoſed to the fertility put the leaſt conftraint upon her incli- 1 js 
of his invention, came heme by a pri- nation; and in: the mean time gave him l 1 
vate paſſage, and entered by a poſtern, to know, that he was particularly en- _ 
which was altogether unknown to her gaged. „„ Fo T' 
admirer; and her uncle did not arrive Our hero, glowing with indignation 1 
until it was ſo late that he could not at this ſupercilious treatment“ [was 7 ol 
with any. decency demand - conference, in the wrong, ſaid he, © to look for 11 
Next morning he did not fail to pre- good- manners ſo far on this fide af 1 
ſent himſelf at the door, and his miſtreſs © Temple-bar: but you muſt give me 1 5 
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tion, he altered his plan. 
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notice of her outgoings, in expectation 
of finding ſome opportunity to carty her 
off; but her circumſpection entirely 
fruſtrated this deſign; for the ſuſpected 
every thing of that fort from a diſpoſi- 
tion like his, and regulated her motions 
accordingly. . 
Baffled by her prudence and penetra- 
On pretence 
of being called tb his country-houſe by 
fome affair of importance, he departed 


from London, and taking lodgings at 


a farmer's houſe, that ſtood near the 
road through which ſhe muſt have ne- 
cefſarily paſſed, in her return to her 
mother, concealed himſelf from all in- 
tercourſe, except with his valet de cham- 
bre and Pipes, who had orders to ſcour 
the country, and reconnoitreevery horſe, 


oe or carriage, that ſhould appear 


n that highway, with a view of inter- 
cepting his Amanda in her paſſage, 
lle had waited in this ambuſcade a 
whole week, when his valet gave him 


notice, that he and his fellow-ſcout had 


diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, driving at 
full ſpeed towards them ; upon which 


they had flapped their hats over their 


intelligence. EE 
Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time 


eyes, ſoas that they might not beknown, 
in cafe they ſhould be ſeen, and concealed 
themſelves behinda hedge, from whence 
they could perceive in the carriage, as it 
paſſed, a young man plainly dreſſed, 


with a lady ina maſk, of the exact ſize, 


ſhape, and air of Emilia; and that Pipes 
followed them at a diſtance, while he 
rode back to communicate this piece of 


to conclude his information; he ran 


down to the ſtable, where his horſe was 
| Kept ready ſaddled for the purpoſe, and 


never doubting that the lady in queſtion 


was his miftrefs, attended by one of her 
uncle's clerks, mounted immediately, 


and rode full gallop after the chaiſe, 


which, when he had proceeded about 


two miles, he underſtood from Pipes 


had put up at a neighbouring inn. 


Though his inclination prompted him to 


enter e e wit 


out farther de- 


lay, he ſuffered himſelf to be diſſuaded 


from taking ſuch a precipitate ſtep, by 


his priv counſellor, who obſerved, that 


it would be impracticable to execute his 
purpoſe of conveying her againſt her will 
from a publick inn, that ſtood inthe midſt 


of a populous village, which would in- 


4 


-fallibly riſe in her defence, He adviſed 
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| tinels continually in pay, to give him him, therefore, to lie in wait for he him 


ceeded on their voyage. 


deceive thoſe who purſued it, as he 


than they ſhould be, elſe they wouldn't 
© bein ſuch a deadly fear of being over- 


1 ſome London *prentice running away 
« with his meaſter's daughter, as ſure 


a axed ſuch a favour, a never once put 
hand in pocket, or ſaid, Dog, will 


2 little too jud 


chaiſe, in ſome remote and private patt far 
of the road, where they might accomplifh 
their aim without difficulty or danger, 
In conſequence of this admonition, aur 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre 
the inn, that ſhe might not-eſcape an. 
other way, while he and the valet, inor. 
der to avoid being ſeen, took a circuit 
by an unfrequented path, and placed 
themſelves in ambuſh, on a ſpot which 
they choſe for the ſcene of their atchiere. 
ment. Here they tarried a full hour, 
without ſeeing the carriage, or hearin 

from their centinel: ſo that the youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment 
longer, left the foreigner in his ſtation, 
and rode back to his faithful lacquey, 
who aſſured him, that the travellers had 
not yet hove up their anchor, or pro- 


Nothwithſtanding this intimation, 
Pickle began to entertain ſuch alarming 
ſuſpicions, that he could not refrain from 
adyancing to the gate, and enquiring for 
the company which had lately arrived 
in a chaiſe and ſix, The inn-keeper, 
who was not at all pleaſed with the be- 
haviour of thoſe paſſengers, did not 
think proper to obſerve the inſtructions 
he had received; on the contrary, he 
plainly told him, that the chaiſe did not 
halt, but only entered at one door, and 
went out at the other, with a view to 


gueſſed from the' words of the gentle- 
man, who had earneſtly deſired, that 
his rout might be concealed from any 
perſon who ſhould enquire about their 
motions. As for my own peart, mealt- 
« er,” continued this charitable publi- 
can, I'believesas how they are no better 


© taken. * Methinks,“ ſaid I, when I 
* ſaw them in ſach a woundy pother to 
© begone, * oddſheartikins! this muſt be 


„ as I am a living ſoul.“ But, be he 
© who he will, ſartain it is, a has nothing 
© of the gentleman about en; for, th 


«© you drink? How ſomever, that don't 
« argufy in reverence of his being in 3 
* hurry ; ard a man may be ſometimes 
atieal in his con- 
jectures. In all probability, this lo- 
quacious landlord would have ſer ved the 

| traveller 


traveller effectually, had Peregrine heard 
bim to an end; but this impetuous youth, 
far from liſtening to the ſequel of his 
obſervations, interrupted him in the be - 
Foning of his career, by aſking eager- 
| 1y, which road they followed; and hav- 
ing received the inn-keeper's direction, 
clapped ſpurs to his horſe, command- 
| ing Pipes to make the valet acquaint- 


lim with all imaginary diſpatch. 
| By the publican's account of their 
conduct, his former opinion was ful- 
| ly confirmed; he plied the ſteed to the 
| height of his mettle, and ſo much was 
his imagination ingroſſed by the proſpect 
| of having Emilia in his power, that he 
did not perceive the road on which he 
travelled was quite different from that 
which led to the habitation of Mrs. 
Gauntlet, The valet de chambre was 
an utter ſtranger to that part of the coun- 
try; and as for Mr. Pipes, ſuch con- 
| fiderations were altogether foreign to the 
| economy of his reflection. N 
Ten long miles had our hero rode, 
when his eyes were bleſſed with the tight 
of the chaiſe aſcending an hill, at the 
diſtance of a good league; upon which 
be doubled his diligence in ſuch a man- 
ner, that he gained upon the carriage 
every minute, and at length approached. 
ſo near to it, that he could diſcern the 
lady and her conductor, with their beads 
thruſt out at the windows, looking back, 
and ſpeaking to the driver alternately, 
ag if they earneſtly beſought him to aug- 
ment the ſpeed of his cattle. 
Being thus, as it were, in ſight of 
port while he croſſed the road, his horſe 
appened to plunge into a cart-rut with 
ch violence, that he was thrown ſe- 
veral yards over-his head; and the 
beaſt's ſhoulder being ſlipped by the fall, 
ke found himſelf diſabled from pluck - 
Ing the fruit, which was almoſt within 
his reach; for he had-left his ſervants 
at a conſiderable diſtance behind him 
and although they had been at his back, 
and ſupplied him with another horſe, 
they were ſo indifferently mounted, that 


could not reaſonably expect to over- 


take the flyers, who profited ſo much 
by this diſaſter, that the chaiſe vaniſhed 
ma moment. 7 : 

It may be eaſily conceived, how a 
Joung man of his diſpoſition paſſed his 
ume in this tantalizing ſituation. He 
*aculated with great fervency, but his 


Fen were not the effects of reſigna · 


* 
— 
Ah 
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edwith his courſe, that they might attend 


tion, Heran back on foot with incre- 
dible ſpeed, in order to meet his valet, 
whom he unhorſed in a twinkling ; and, 
taking his ſeat, began to exerciſe his 
whip and ſpurs, after having ordered 
the Swiſs to follow him on the other 
gelding, and committed the lame huntec 
to the care of Pipes. 2 
Matters being adjuſted in this man- 
ner, our adventurer proſecuted the race 
with all his might; and having made 
ſome progreſs, was informed by a coun- 
tryman, that the chaiſe had ſtruck off 
into another road, and, according to his 
judgment, was by that time about three 
miles a-head; though, in all probabi- 
lity, the horſes would not be able to 


hold out much longer, becauſe they 


ſeemed to be quite ſpent when they paſſ- 
ed his door. Encouraged by this inti- 
mation, Peregrine puſhed on with great 
alacrity; though he could not regain ſight 
of the deſired object, till the clouds of 


night began to deepen, andeven then he. 
enjoyed nothing more than a tranſient 


glimpſe; for the carriage was no ſooner 


ſeen, than ſhrouded again from his view. 
Theſe vexatious circumſtances animated 


his endeavours, while they irritated his 
chagrin: in ſhort, he continued his pur- 
ſuit till the night was far advanced, and 
himſelf ſo uncertain about the object of 


his care, that he entered a ſolitary inn, 
with a view of obtaining ſome intelli- 


gence, when, to his infinite joy, he per- 
ceived the chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and 
the horſes panting in the yard, In full 


confidence of his having arrived at laſt 


at the goal of all his wiſhes, he alighted 
inſtantaneouſly, and running up to the 
coachman with a piſtol in his hand, 
commanded him, in an imperious tone, 
to conduct him to the lady's chamber, 


on pain of death. The driver, affright- 


ed at this menacing addreſs, proteſted 


with great dum that he did not, 


know whither his fare had retired ; for 
that he himſelf was paid and diſmifled 
from this ſervice, becauſe he would not 
undertake to drive them all night acroſs 
the country, without ſtopping to refreſh, 


his horſes ; but he promiſed to go in. 
| Queſt of the waiter, who would ſhew him 


to their apartment, He was accordingly 


detached on that errand, while our here 


ſtood centinel at the gate, till the arrival 
of his valet de chambre, who joining 
him by accident, before the coachman 


returned, relieved him in his watch; 


and then the young gentleman, exaſpe- 
rat 
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fuch perſons as he deſeribed had 


port 


2nd, witty his attendant, took the ſame 


232 


vrith fury in his eyes from roòm to room, 
denouncing vengeanc: upon the Whole 
family; but he did not meet with one 
Bving ſoul, until he enteted the ge rret, 
where he found the landlord and hiswiſe 
in bed. This chicken hearted couple,” 
by the light of a ruſh- candle that buyned 
en thebenrth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into 
the chamber, in ſuch à tet rible attitude, 
were feized with conſternation; and ex- 
alting their voices, in a molt lamentabſe 
flrain, begged, for the paſſion of Chriſt, 


that he would ſpare their lives, and take 


all they had. | 

Peregrine gueſſingfrom this exclamn- 
tion, and the cireumſtance of their being 
a: bed, that they miſtook him for a rob. 
ber, and were ignorant of that which he 


wanted to know, diſpelled their terror, 


by making them acquainted! with the 
gfe of his viſit, and defired the huf- 
band to get vp with all poſſible diſpateh, 


pn order to aſſiſt and attend him in his 


C 
Thus reinforced, he rummaged every 
rner of the inn, and at latt finding the 
ther in the table, was by him inform + 
enn, (to his unſpeakable mortification)' 
that the gentleman and lady whoarrived- 


in the chaiſe, had immediately hired poſt- 


torfes for a certain village at the diſtance 
of fifteen miles; and departed without 
Halting for the leaſt refreſhment. Our 
adventurer, : mad with this diſapoint- 
mounted his horſe im an inſtant, 


road, with full determination to die, 


rather than deſiſt from the proſecution of 
Nis deſign. He had, by this time, rode 


upwards "of thirty miles, ſinee three 


o clock in the afternoon; fo that the 
horſes were almoſt quite ng and tra- 
sec hled this ſtage fo flowly, that it was 
morning before they reached the place of 


their deftination, where, far from finding 


the fugitives, he underftood, that no 
| paſfed 
that way, and that in all likelitwod they 


Bad taken a quite contrary direction, 


while, in order to miflead him in his 
purſuit, they had amuſed the oſtler with 
2 falſe” route. This conjecture wag 
treugtbened by his perceiving, (now, 


for the firſt time) that he had deviated a 
tonſiderable way from the road, through 


dich they muſt have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of her mother's 
teſuſente ; and theſe fuggeſtions utterly 
deprived him of the ſarall remains of re- 


* 


PEREGRINE PICKEY.” 
rated at his meffenger's delay, ruſhed 


the fiviPſtage, when they deſcried a poſt- 


full ſpeed, and approached near enough 


being admitted to her preſence, 


ceremony, and take thut 


collection, which he had hitherto rœhim⸗ 
ed, His eyes rolled about, witneſtus 
rage and diſtraction ; he foamed at the 
mouth, ſtamped upon the ground with 
great violence, uttered incoherent im. 
precations againſt bimſelf and all may. 
lend, and-would have ſallied forth again 
he knew not. winther, upon the fams 
horſe, hich he had end almoſt kill. 
ed: with fatigue, had' not his- confi.lent 
found means to quiet the tumult of his 
thoughts, and recaÞhis refft ion, by 
repreſenting the condition of the poor 
animals, and adviſing him to lire treſ 
horfes, and ride poſtacroſs the county, 
to the village in the neighbourhood of 
Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation, where they 
ſhould infallibly intercept the daugliter 
provided they could get the itart of her 
upon the road, | 
Peregrmenotontyrelifhed, hut forth. 
with adled in conformity with this good 
counſel. His own horſes were commit. 
ted to the charge of the landlord, with 
directions 4 J in caſe be ſhyuld 
come in queſt of his maſter; and a cou- 
ple of ſtout geldings being prepared, he 
and his valet took the road again, ſteer- 
ing their courſt according to the motions 
of the poſt-boy, who undertook to be 
their guide. They had almoſt finiſhed 
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chaiſe juſt halting at the inn where they 
propoſed to change horſes; upon iich 
our adventurer, glowing with a moſt in- 
tereſting preſage, put his beaſt to the 


to diſtinguifly, as the travellers quitted 
the carriage, that he had at laſt come up 
with the very individual perſons whom 
he had pm ſued ſo long. 5 | 
Fluſned with this diſcovery, he gal- 

loped into the yard ſo ſuddenly, thar tie 
lady and her conductor ſcarce had time 
to ſhut themſelves up in a chamber, 0 
whielr they retreated with great precipi- 
tation; ſo that the pur ſuer was now cer- 
ain of having houſed his prey. Thar 
he miglit, hswever, leave nothing 19 
fortune; he placed himſelf upon che ſlair, 
by which they had aſcended to the apart 
ment, and ſent up his compliments i 
the young lady, deſiring the ee a 
other- 

wiſe he ſhould be obliged to wave 4 
heard liberty Which 
ſhe would not give. The ſervanthacbg 
conveyed his meſſage through the key- 
hote; returned with an anſwer, 1mport- 
ing, that e would adhere to he 2 * 
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toon he had taken, and periſh rather than ately, without heſitation, being always, 
comply with his will. Our adventurer, - provided with a caſe of lancets, againſt 
without ſtaying to make any rejoinder to all accidents on the road. To this fore- 
this reply, ran up ſtairs, and thundering ſight our hero, in all probability, was 
at the door for entrance, was given to indebted for his life. By virtue of a 
underſtand by the nymph's attendant, very copious evacuation, he recovered 
that he would do well to ſpare him the the uſe of his ſenſes; but the compli- 
neceſſity of ſhedding; blood, in defence cation of fatigues, and violent tranſports 
of a perſon who had put herſelf under which he had undergone, brewed up a 
his protection. .* All the laws of the dangerous fever in his blood; and a 
land, ſaid he, cannot now untie the phyſician being called from the next 

W « knots by which we are bound toge- market-town, ſeveral days elapſed be- 
ther; and therefore I will guard her fore ke would anſwer for his life. 
© as my own property; ſo that 7" bad 
better deſiſt from your fruitleſs at- 
« tempt, and thereby conſult your own 
« ſafety: for, by the God that made | 55 
« me! I will diſcharge my piece upon PEREGRINE SENDS A MESSAGE. TO 
© you, as ſoon as you ſet your noſe with-' MRS. GAUNTLET, WHO REJECTS 
in the door 4 and your blood be upon Is PROPOSAL, HE REPAIRS TO 
your own head,” Theſe menaces from THE GARRISON, | of 
2 citizen's clerk would have been ſuf- 
ficient motives for Pickle to ſtorm the 


CHAP. VII. 


AT length, however, his conſtitu- 


breach, although they had not been rein- 


forced by that declaration, which in- 
formed him of Emilia's having beſtow - 
ed herſelf in marriage upon ſuch a con- 


temptible rival. This ſole. conſideration 
added wings to his impetuoſity, and he 
applied his foot to the door with ſuch 
irreſiſtible force, as burſted it open in an 
inltant, entering at the ſame time with a 
piſtol ready cocked; in his hand, His 
antagoniſt, inſtead of firing his blun- 
derbuſs, when he ſaw him approach, 
ſtarted back with evident figns of ſur- 
prize and conſternation, exclaiming— 
Lord Jeſus! Sir, you are not the man! 
* and, without doubt, are under ſome 
© miſtake with regard to us. 


Before Peregrine had time to anſwer 


this ſalutation, the lady hearing it, ad- 


vanced to him, and pulling off a maſk, 
diſcovered a face which he had never ſeen 


before, The Gorgon's head, accord- 
ng to the fables of antiquity, never had 
+more inſtantaneous or petrifying effect, 
than that which this countenance pro- 
duced in the aſtoniſhed youth, His eyes 
were fixed upon this unknown object, 
as if they had been attracted by the 
power of enchantment; his feet ſeemed 
metted to the ground; and after having 
ood motionleſs for the'ſpace of a few 
minutes, he dropped down in an apo- 


| He proteſted, that although his happineſs 
mo of diſappointment and deſpair. entirely depended upon the determina- 
Ahe Swiſs, who had followed him, ſee- tion of Emilia, he would even renounce 


ng his maſter in this condition, lified 


him up, and laying hi : 
Rin 8-3: m upo a bed In 
the next room, 4 8 p 6 


et him blood immedi- 


was to make reparation to a worthy 
family, which he had fo es injured, 
he thought he could not manifeſt his re- 
formation too ſoon; and, whenever he 


tion overcame his diſeaſe, though 
not before it had in a great meaſure 
tamed the fury of his diſpoſition, and 
brought him to a ſerious conſideration 
of his conduct. In this humiliation of 
his ſpirits, he reflected with ſhame and 
remorſe upon his treachery to the fair, 
the innocent Emilia; he remembered his 


former ſentiments in her favour, as 


well as the injunctions of his dying un- 
cle; he recollected his intimacy with her 
brother, againſt which he had ſo baſely 
ſinned; and revolving - all the circum- 
ſtances af her conduct, found it ſo com- 
mendable, ſpirited, and noble, that he 
deemed her an object of ſufficient digni- 
ty to merit his honourable addreſſes, even 


though his duty had not been concerned 


in the deciſion: but, obligated as he 


found himſelf able to hold a pen, wrote 
a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein..he 
acknowledged, with many expreſſions 
of ſorrow and contrition, that he had 
acted a part altogether unbecoming a 
man of honour, and ſhould never enjoy 
the leaſt tranquillity of mind, until he 
ſhould have merited her forgiveneſs. 


all hope of being bleſſed with her favour, 


if ſhe could point out any other method 
of making reparation to that amiable 


Gg young... 
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ſortune at her feet, and ſubmitting him- 
elf to her pleaſure during the remaining 
part of his life. He conjured her, there- 


fore, in the moſt pathetick manner, to 


pardon him, in conſideration of his ſin- 


cere repentance, and to uſe her maternal 
influence with her daughter, ſo as that he 


might be permitted to wait upon her 
with a wedding ring, as ſoon as his 


health would allow him to undertake the 


journey. | | 
This explanation being diſpatched by 
Pipes, who had by this time found his 


maſter, the young gentleman enquir- 


ed about the couple whom he had ſo 
unfortunately purſued, and underſtood 


from his valet de chambre, who learned 
the ſtory from their own mouths, that 


the lady was the only daughter of a rich 
Jew; and her attendant no other than 
his apprentice, who had converted her 


to Chriſtianity, and married her at the 


ſame time; that this ſecret having taken 


air, the old Ifraclite had contrived a 


ſcheme to ſeparate them for ever; and 


they being apprized of his intention, had 


found means to elope from his houſe, 
with a view of ſheltering themſelves in 


France, until the affair could be made 


up; that ſeeing three men ride after them 
with ſuch eagerneſs and ſpeed, they never 
doubted that the purſuers were her father, 
and ſome friends or domeſticks, and on 


a that ſuppoſition had fled with the utmoſt 


diſpatch and trepidation, until they had 
found themſelves happily undeceived, at 


that very inſtant when they expected no- 


thing but miſchief and misfortune: laſt- 
ly, the Swiſs gave him to underſtand, 


that after having profeſſed ſome concern 


for his deplorable fituation, and enjoyed 
a flight refreſhment, they had taken 
their departure for Dover; and in all 


. likelihood were ſafely atrived at Paris. 


Ia four and twenty hours after Pipes 
was charged with his commiſſion; he 
brought back an anſwer from the mother 


© $IR, : 
by 1 Received the favour of yours, and 
am glad, for your own ſake, that 
© you have attained a due ſenſe and con - 
* viction of your unkind and unchriſ- 


© © tian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank 


© God, none of my children were ever 
* ſo inſulted before. Give me leave to 
“tell you, Sir, my daughter was no 


MAN, © 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
| Young lady, but by laying his heart and 


eſpecially as he had now quieted bis 


found himſelf, with regard to his love, 
in a calm ſtate of hope and reſignation» 


b \ a . p * 

9 1 2. f 

pu" 8. Wee. * 9 
> : 


© upſtart, without friends or education 
„but a young lady as well bred, aud 
© better born, than moſt private gentle. 
* women in the kingdom: and therefor; 
though you had no eſteem for her per. 
© ſon, you ought to have paid ſome te. 
 gard to her family, which (no gif. 
© paragement to you, Sir) is more ho. 
© nourable than your own. As for your 
* propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet will not hear 
of it, being that ſhe thinks her ko. 
nour will not allow her to liſten to any 
terms of reconciliation; and ſhe ig 
not yet ſo deſtitute, as to embrace an 
offer to which ſhe has the leaſt objec. 
tion. In the mean time, ſhe is ſo 
much indiſpoſed, that ſhe cannot pol. 
ſibly ſee company; ſo 1 beg you will 
not take the trouble of making afruit. 
leſs journey to this place, Perhaps 
your future conduct may deſerve her 
forgiveneſs; and really, as Iam con- 
cerned for your happineſs, which you 
aſſure me depends upon her conde. 
ſcenſion, I with with all my heart it - 
may ; and am, notwithſtanding all 
that has happened, your ſincere well 
wiſher, . 


R W A 8% R 1% 6 a a a a 2a © 


© CECILIA GAUNTLET, 


From this epiſtle, and the information 
of his meſſenger, our hero learned, that 
his miſtreſs had actually profited by his 
wild-gooſe chace, ſo as to make a ſaſe 
retreat to her mother's houſe, Though 
ſorry to hear of her indiſpoſition, he was 
alſo piqued at her implacability, as well 
as at ſome ſtately paragraphs of the let. 
ter, in which (he thought) the good 
lady had conſulted her own vanity ra- 
ther than her good-ſenſe. T heſe mo- 
tives of reſentment helped him to bear 
his diſappointment like a philoſopher, 


conſcience, in proffering to redreſs the 
injury he had done; and, moreover, 


A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an ex. 
cellent medicine for the turbulence 0 
aſſion. Such a reformation had the 
Hoes produced in the economy of his 
thoughts, that he moralized like 
apoſtle, and projected ſeveral N 
ſchemes for his future conduct. 
In the mean time, as ſoon as his health 
was ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed, he 200k 
trip to the garriſon, in order to viſit his 
friends; and learned from h : 
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4 22 3 5 28 8 
den mouth, that he had broke the ce chkss, AND UNDECEIVES vie- 
of courtſhip to his aunt, and that his RIE; WHO, BY AN EXTRAORDI- 
addreſſes were now fairly afloat; though - NARY ACCIDENT, BECOMES ac- 
when he firſt declared himſelf to the QUAINTED WITH ANOTHER LA- 
widow, after ſhe had been duly pre- pr or QUALITY. 
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pared for the occaſion by her niece and fas 
the reſt of her friends, ſhe had received 1 young gentleman having per- "IN 
his propoſal with a becoming reſerve, _ formed theſe laſt offices, in honour 1 
and piouſly wept at the remembrance of of his deceaſed benefactor, and preſent- 1 4 i 
her huſband, obſerving, that ſhe ſhould ed Mr. Jolter to the long- expected liv- 1 oF 
never meet with his fellow. © ing, which at this time happened tobe Mm 
Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's vacant, returned to London, and re- 8 * 
fait with all his influence; and all Mrs. ſumed his 1 not that he was 1 
Trynnion's objections to the match be. able to ſhake Emilia rom his thought, 4-8 
ing ſurmounted, it was determined that oreven to remember her without violent [ FIR 
the day of marriage ſhould be put off emotions; for, as he recovered his vi- 13 Fr 
for three months, that her reputation gour, his former impatience recurred s - 1 Wit 
might not ſuffer by a precipitate en- and therefore he reſolved to plunge him- il? 
gagement. His next care was to give ſelf headlong into ſome intrigue, that 1 5 
orders for erecting a plain marble mo- might engage his paſſions, and amuſe . 
nument to the memory of his uncle, on his imagination. : i 
which the following inſcription, com- A man of his accompliſhments could WR 
poſed by the bridegroom, actually ap- not fail to meet with a variety of ſub- > 
peared in golden es., | jects, on which his gallantry would have "2 
7 5 . been properly exerciſed; and this abun- 
Here lies, 3 dance diſtracted his choice, which at 
Foundered in a fathom and half, any time was apt to be influenced by 
i The ſhell caprice and whim, I have already ob- 
SOLON | ſerved, that he had lifted his view, 


Hawszn TRUNNION, Eſq, through a matrimonial perſpective, as 


high as a lady of the firſt quality and 


Formerly commander of a ſquadron 


In his majeſty's ſervice, 8 | 
Who bivach'd to; at five P. M. Od. X. diſtinction; and now that he was re- 


ee, fab e Gant, en OG 
| e . n flame which her charms had kindled in ah 
He kept his guns always loaded, _y heart, . ee . u ug to 7 
Vm e ein NE en cr ner by. 
And never ſhewed his gh to the enemy, riſk an explanation, he enjoyed the plea- {5 
Except when he took her in tow; | ſure of ſeeing himſelf ſo well received in 5 
But, his ſhot being expended, quality of a particular acquaintance, that f 
His match burnt out, he flattered himſelf with the belief of Ti 
And his upper-works decayed, his having made ſome progreſs in her 1. 
„„ heart; bg was confirmed in this con- vi 
EY By Death's ben W N of metal. ; ceited notion, by the aff e of Now: 3 
: He will be weighed again . woman, whom by liberal largeſſes he 9 1 We 
e Oreas Day. retainedin his intereſt, becauſe ſhe found 1 
His rigging fitted: means to perſuade him, that ſhe was in Wits 
And his timbers repaired; the confidence of her lady. But, not- 
And, with one broadſide, withſtanding this encouragement, and 
Make his adverſary the ſanguine ſuggeſtions of his own 
Strike in his turn, vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of ex- 


pong himſelf to her. ridicule and re- 

VVV ſentment by a premature declaration, 

CHAP, VIII. and determined to poſtpone his addreſſes, | 15 

Les } | until he ſhould be more certified of the » KY 

HE RETURNS TO 'LONDON, AND probability of ſucceeding in his at. | 
MEETS "WITH CADWALLADER, tempt. F | 

WHO ENTERTAINS HIM WITH While he remained in this hefitation 

| May CURIOUS PARTICULARS. and ſuſpenſe, he was one morning very 

CRABTREE $8O0UNDS THE DU- agreeably RED with the aac 
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of his friend Crabtree; who, by the 
permiſſion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before 
he was awake, and, by a violent ſhake 
of the ſhoulder, diſengaged him from 
the arms of ſleep. The firſt compli- 
ments having mutually paſſed, Cad- 
wallader gave him to underſtand, that 
he had arrived in town over night in the 
ſtage-coach from Bath, and entertained 
him with ſuch a ludicrous account of 
his fellow-trayellers, that Peregrine, for 
the firſt time ſince their parting, indulg- 
ed himſelf in mirth, even to the hazardof 
ſuffocation. e TOON e 
Crabtree having rehearſed theſe ad- 
ventures, in ſuch a peculiarity of man- 
ner, as added infinite ridicule to every 
circumſtance, and repeated every ſcan- 
dalous report which had circulated at 
the Bath after Peregrine's departure, 
was informed by the youth, that he har- 


boured a deſign upon the perſon of ſuch 


a ducheſs, and in all appearance had no 
reaſon to complain of his reception ; but, 
that he would not venture to declare 


himſelf, until he ſhould be more aſcer- 


tained of her ſentiments: and, therefore, 
he begged leave to depend upon the in- 
telligence of his friend Cadwallader, 
who, ht knew, was admitted to her 
C FE 
. The miſanthrope, before he would 
promiſe his aſſiſtance, aſked if his pro- 
ſpe& verged towards matrimony ; and 
our adventurer (who gueſſed the mean- 
ing of his queſtion) re Dont in the 
negative, he undertook the office of re- 
connoitring her inclination; proteſting, 
at the ſame time, that he would never 
concern himſelf in any ſcheme that did 
not tend to the diſgrace and deception 
of all the ſex, On theſe conditions, he 
eſpouſed the intereſt of our hero; and a 
plan was immediately concerted, in con- 
ſequence of which they met by accident 
at her grace's table, Pickle having ſtay- 
ed all the fore-part of the evening, and 
fat out all the company, except the mi- 
ſanthrope and a certain widow lady, 
who was ſaid to be in the ſecrets of my 
lady ducheſs, went away on pretence 
of an indiſpenſible engagement, that 
Crabtree might have a proper apportu- 
pity of making him the ſubject of con- 
verſation. 1 

Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted 
the apartment, when this cynic attend- 
ing bim to the door, with a look of 
moroſe diſdain— Were I an abſolute 


\ 


* 1 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


prince, ſaid he, * and that fellow org 


© of m 


ſubjects, I would order him to 


„e 
« ſhould drive my aſſes to water, that 
c his lofty ſr irit might be lowered to 
0 the leve 0 his deſerts. The pride of 
* peacock is downright (elf. denial, when 
* compared with the vanity of that cox. 
comb, which was naturally arrogant, 
but is now rendered altogether intole. 
© rable, by the reputation he acquired at 
Bath, for kicking a bully, outwittinga 


club of raw ſharpers, and 


i 


o 
A 


ing, he fixed his © 
who (while her fa 
agtion) turning to 


2K K eB K OOO TO ERNST 


| r divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which he 
was more lucky than wiſe, But no. 
thing has contributed ſo much to the 


increaſe of his inſolence and ſelf. con- 
ceit, as the favour he found among the 


ladies. Aye, the ladies, Madam! 1 
care not who knows it: the ladies, 


who (to their honour be it ſpoken) 


never fail to patronize foppery and 


folly, provided they ſolicit their en- 


couragement, And yet this dog was 
not on the footing of thoſe hermaphro- 
ditical animals, who may be reckon- 
ed among the number of waiting- 
women, who air your ſhifts, comb 
your lap-dogs, examine your noſes 


with magnifying glaſſes in order 10 


ſqueeze out the worms, clean your 


teeth-bruſhes, ſweeten your handker- 


chiefs, and ſoften waſte paper for your 
occaſions. This fellow, Pickle, was 
entertained for more important pur- 
poſes; his turn of duty neyer came 
till all thoſe lapwings were gone to 
rooſt; then he ſcaled windows, leap- 
ed over garden walls, and was let in 
by Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, 
the magiſtrates of Bath complimented 
him with the freedom of the corpo- 
ration, merely becauſe, through his 
means, the waters had gained extra- 
ordinary credit; for every female of 
a tolerable appearance, that wentth- 
ther on account of her ſterility, got 
the better of her complaint, during 
his reſidence at the Bath: and now, 
the fellow thinks no woman can with- 
ſtand his addreſſes. He had not been 
here three minutes, when I could per- 


ceive with half an eye that he had 


marked out your grace for a con- 
queſt; I mean, in in Fiodoursble wayj 
though the raſcal has impudence e- 
7 . to attempt any thing.” So ſay- 
es upon the ducbess, 
0 lowed with indig- 
| onfadante, ex- 
WY PPG ned 


# 


1 


© FREGRINE! PICKLE: - 


d herſelf-in theſe words. Upon 
« my life! I believe there is actually 
« ſome truth in what this old ruffian 
« ſays; I have myſelf obſer ved that 
« young fellow eying me with a very 
c particular ſtare. It is not to be at 
« al{ wondered at, ſaid her friend, that 
« a youth of his complexion ſhould be 
« ſenſible to the charms of your grace! 


but 1 dare ſay, he would not preſume 


to entertain any but the moſt honour- 
« able and reſpectful ſentiments. 
Reſpectful ſentiments l' cried my lady, 
_ look of ineffable diſdain; if I 
© thought the fellow had aſſurance e- 
* nough to think of me in any ſhape, 
I proteſt I would forbid him my houſe. 
Upon my honour, ſuch inſtances of 
audacity ſhould induce perſons of qua- 
« lity. to keep your ſmall gentry at a 
greater diſtance; for they are very apt 
to grow impudent upon the leaſt coun- 
© tenance or encouragement.” | 

| Cadwallader, fatisfied with this de- 


claration, changed the ſubject of diſ- | 


courſe, and next day communicated his 
diſcovery to his friend Picklez who, 
upon this occaſion, felt the moſt ſting- 
ing ſenſations of mortified pride, and 
reſolved to quit his proſpect with a good 
grace. Nor did the execution of this 
felf-denying ſcheme coſt him one mo- 
ment's uncaſineſs; for his heart had 
never been intereſted in the purſuit, and 
his vanity triumphed in the thoughts 
of manifeſting his indifference. Ac- 
cordingly; the very next time he viſited 
her grace, his behaviour was remark - 
ably frank, ſprightly, and diſengaged; 
and the ſu bje& of love being artfully 
introduced by the widow, who had been 
directed to found his inclinations; he 
rallied the paſſion with great eaſe and 


ſeverity, and made no ſeruple of de- 


claring himſelt heart- whole. 


Though the ducheſs had reſented his 


ſuppoſed affection, ſhe was now offended 
at his inſenſibility, and even ſignified 
her diſguſt, by obſerving, that perhaps 
his attention to his own qualifications 
reened him from the impreſſion of all 
other objects. 13 5 
While he enjoyed this ſarcaſm, the 
meaning of which he could plainly diſ- 
cern, the company was joined by a cer- 
tain virtuoſo, who had gained free ac- 
cels to all the great families of the land, 
by his notable talent of goſſipping and 
buffoonery. He was now in the ſeventy- 
fifth year of his age; his birth was ſo 
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obfeure, that he ſcarce knew his father's | 


name; his education ſuitable to the dig- 
nity of his defcent; his character pub. 


lickly branded with homicide, profli- 


gacy, and breach of truſt: yet this man, 
by the happy inheritanceof jmpregnable 
effrontery, and a lucky proſtitution of 
all principle in rendering himſelf ſub- 


 fervient to the appetites of the great, had 


attained; to an independency of fortune, 
as well as to ſuch a particular ſhare of 
favour among the quality, that although 
he was well known to have pimped for 
three generations of the nobility, there 
was not a lady of faſhion in the king- 
dom who ſcrupled to admit him to her 
toilette, or even to be ſquired by him 


in any publick place of entertainment. 


Not but that this ſage was occaſionally 
uſeful to his fellow- creatures, by theſe 
connexions with people of fortune; for, 
he often undertook to ſolicit charity in 
behalf of diſtreſſed objects, with a view 
of embezzling one half of the benefac- 
tions. It was an errand of this kind 
that now brought him to the houſe of 
her grace. . eee ee 45 

After having ſat a few minutes, he 
told the company; that he would favour 
them with a very proper opportunity to 
extend their benevolence, for the relief 
of a poor gentlewoman, who was re- 
duced to the molt abje& miſery, by the 
death of her huſband, and juſt delivered 
of a couple of fine boys. They, more. 
over, underſtood from his information, 
that this object was daughter of a good 
family, who had renounced her, in con- 
ſequence of her marrying anenſign with- 
out a fortune; and even obſtructed his 
promotion with all their influence and 
power; a circumſtance of barbarity, 


which had made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
his mind, as diſordered bis brain, and 


drove him to deſpair, in a fit of which he 


bad made away with himſelf, leaving his 


wife, then big with child, to all the hor- 
rors of indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticiſms on this 
pathetick picture, which the old man 
drew with great expreſſion. My lady 
ducheſs concluded, that ſhe muſt be a 
creature void of all feeling and reflec- 
tion, who could ſurvive ſuch aggravated 
miſery; therefore, did not deſerve to be 


relieved, except in the character of a 


common beggar; and was generous 
enough to offer a recommendation, by. 
which ſhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which her grace was a ſub. 

ſeriber; 
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ſeriber; at the ſame time, adviſing the 


naeceſſity : and that the old gentleman 
would be unpardonable, ſhould he per- 


; 5 . probation, The ducheſs (to her im- 


\ 
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| tremely mortified (on more accounts 
ſolicitor to ſend the twins to the Found- than one) to find ſuch an iſſue to his fo. 
ling Hoſpital, where they would be care - licitation. 8 5 
fully nurſed and brought up, ſo as to be- Peregrine, who, though humorous as 
come uſeful members to the common - winter, had a tear for pity, and an 
wealth. Another lady, with all due hand open at day for melting charity 
deference to the opinion of the ducheſs, was ſhocked: at the nature and reſult 
was free enough to blame the generoſity of this ungenerous conſultation, He 
of her grace, which would _ ſerve contributed his half-crown, however. 
to encourage children in their diſobedi- and retiring from the company, hetook 
ence to their parents, and might be the himſelf to the lodgings of the forlorn 
means not only of prolonging thediſtreſs lady in the ftraw, according to the di. 
of the wretched creature, but alſo of re&ion he had heard. Upon enquiry, 
ruining the conſtitution of ſome young he underſtood, that ſhe wasthen viſited 
heir, perhaps the hope of a great family! by ſome charitable gentlewoman, who 
for ſhe did ſuppoſe that Madam, when had ſent for a nurſe, and waited the re. 
her month ſhould be up, and her brats turn of the meſſenger; and he ſent up 
diſpoſed of, would ſpread her attrac- his reſpects, deſiring he might be per- 
tions to the publick, (provided ſhe could mitted to ſee her, on pretence of having 
profit by her perſon) and, in the uſual been intimate with her late huſband. 
way, make a regular progreſs from St. Though the poor woman had never 
James's to Drury Lane. She appre- heard of his name; ſhedid not think pro- 
| hended, for theſe reaſons, that their com-! per to deny his requeſt; and he was con- 
aſſion would be moſt effectually ſhewn, duRted to à paltry chamber in the third 
In leaving her to periſh in her preſent. ſtory, where he found this unhappy 
widow fitting upon a truckle- bed, and 
| ſuckling one of her infants, with the 
ſiſt in his endeavours to relieve her. A molt piteous expreſſion of anguiſh in her 
third member of this tender-hearted ſo- features, which were naturally regular 
ciety, after having aſked if the young and ſweet, while the other was fondled 
woman. was handſome, and been an- on the knee of a perſon, whoſe attention 
ſwered in the negative, allowed that was, ſo mueh engroſſed by her little 
there was a great deal of reaſon in what charge, that for the preſent ſhe could 
had been ſaid by the honourable perſon mind nothing elſe: and it was not till 
who ſpokelaſt; nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly after the firſt compliments paſſed betwixt 
* conceived her ſentence would admit of the hapleſs mother and our adventurer, 
ſome mitigation. * Let the bantlings, that he perceived the ſtranger's counte- 
faid ſhe, be ſent to the hoſpital, ac- nance, which inſpired him with the 
« cording to the advice of her grace, higheſt eſteem and admiration. He be- 
© and a ſmall -colleftion be made for held all the graces of elegance and beau · 


the preſent ſupport of the mather; ty, breathing ſentiment and beneficence, 


and when her health is recovered, I and ſoftened into the moſt enchanting 
« will take her into my family, in qua - tenderneſs of weeping ſympathy. When 


: © lity of an upper ſervant, or medium be declared the cauſe of his viſit, which 


© between me and my woman; for, was no other than the deſire of befriend- 


_ upon my life! I can't endure to chide, ing the diſtreſſed lady, to whom he pre- 


© or give directions to a creature, who ſented a bank-note for twenty pounds, 
© is, in point of birth and education, he was favoured with ſuch a look of 
but one degree above the vulgar.” complacency by this amiable phantom, 
This propoſal met with univerſal ap- who might have been juſtly taken for 


an angel miniſtering to the neceſſities of 
mortal honour) began the contribution mortals, that his whole ſoul was tran- 


with a crown; ſo that the reſt of the ſported with love and veneration. Nor 


company were obliged to reſtrict their was this prepoſſeſſion diminiſhed by the 
liberality to half the ſum, that her grace information of the widow; who, after 
might not be affronted: and the pro- having manifeſted her gratitude in à 


= poſer demanding the poor woman's flood of tears, told him, that the un- 


name and place of abode, the old me- known object of his eſteem was 3 perſon 
diator could not help giving her ladyſhip of honour, who having heard by acct- 


| z verbal direction, thoygh be was ex- dent of her deplorable ſituation, bad 
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PEREORINR 
0 obeyed the dictates of her 


anity, and come in perſon to re- 

ot r dire that ſhe had not only 

nerouſly ſupplied her with money for 
preſent ſuſtenance, but alſo undertaken 

to provide A nurſe for her babes, and 
even promiſed to favour her with pro- 
tection, ſhould ſhe ſurvive her preſent 
melancholy ſituation. To theſe articles 
of intelligence ſhe added, that the name 
of her benefactreſs was the celebrated 
Lady , to whoſe character the youth 
was no ſtranger, though he had never 
ſeen her 4 before. The killing 
edge of her charms was a little blunted 
by the accidents of time and fortune; 
but no man of taſte and imagination, 
whoſe nerves were not quite chilled with 
the froſt of age, could even at that time 
look upon her with impunity- And as 
Peregrine ſaw her attractions heightened 
by the tender office in which ſhe was en- 
gaged, he was ſmitten with her beauty, 
and ſo raviſhed with her compaſſion, 
that he could not ſuppreſs his emotions, 
but applauded her benevolence with all 
the warmth of enthuſiaſm, | 

Her ladyſhip received his compliments 
with great politeneſs and affability. And 
the occaſion on which they met being 
equally intezeſting to both, an acquain- 
tance commenced between them, and 
they concerted meaſures for the benefit 
of the widow and her two children, one 
of whom our hero beſpoke for his own 
godſon; for Pickle was not ſo obſcure 
in the beau monde, but that his fame 
had reached the ears of this lady, who, 
therefore, did not diſcourage his ad- 
vancestowards herfriendſhipandeſteem. 

All the particulars relating to their 
charge being adjuſted, he attended her 


ladyſhip to her own houſe; and, by her 


converſation, had the pleaſure of find- 
ing her underſtanding ſuitable to her 
other accompliſhments: Nor had ſhe - 
any reaſon to think, that our hero's 
qualifications had been exaggerated by 
common report, | 

One of their adopted children died 

fore it was baptized; ſo that their 
care concentered in the other, for whom 
they ſtood ſponſors. Underſtanding that 
the old agent was become troubleſome 
in his viſits to the mother, to whom he 
now began to adminiſter ſuch counſel.as 

ocked the delicacy of her virtue, they 
"moved her into another lodging, where 
ſhe would not be expoſed to his machi- 
nauons. In leſs than a month, our 


—_ 


acquaintance, that, the hoary pandar 
had aRually engaged to procure for him 
this poor afflicted gentlewoman; and 
being fruſtrated in his intention, ſubſti- 


tuted in her room a nymph from the 


. of Covent Garden, that made 
is lordſhip ſmart ſeverely for the fa- 


vours ſhe beflowed. 


Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his 
new" acquaintance with all his art and 
aſſiduity, preſuming, from the circum- 
ſtances of her reputation and fate, as 
well as on the ſtrength of his own merit, 
that, in time, he ſhould be able to in- 


dulge that paſſion which had begun to 


glow within his breaſt, 2 
As her lady ſnip had undergone a vaſt 
variety of fortune and adventure, which 
he had heard indiſtinctly related, with 
numberleſs errors and miſrepreſenta, 
tions, he was no ſooner entitled, by the 
familiarity of communication, to aſk 
ſuch a favour, than he earneſtly entreat» 
ed her to entertain him with the parti-- 
culars of her ſtory; and, by dint of 
importunity, ſhewas at length prevailed 
upon (in a ſcle& partie) to gratify his 
curioſity in theſe words. 4 | 


CHAP, IX. 


THE MEMOIRS OF A LADY OP 
| QUALITY. 
6 Y the circumſtances of the ſtory 


* which Iam going to relate, 
© you will be convinced of my candour, 


©: while you are informed of my indiſ- 


© cretion : you will be enabled, I hope, 
© to perceive, that howſoever my head 
© may have erred, my heart hath al- 
« 
* 
4 


ways been uncorrupted, and that 1 
have been unhappy, becauſe I lowed, 


and was a woman. _ 
Il believe I need not obſerve, that I 
was the only child of a man of good 
fortune, who ipdulged me in my in- 


fancy with all the tenderneſs of pa- 


6 

* 

6 

© ternal affection; and when I was fix 
« years old, ſent me to a private ſchool, 
© where I ſtayed till my age was dou- 
© bled, and became ſuch a favourite, 
© that I was (even in thoſe early days) 
«© carried to all the places of vublick di- 
o 
c 
* 
6 


1 


verſion, the court itſelf not excepted z; 


an indulgence that flattered my love 
of pleaſure, to which I was naturally 


addicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas 


© of 
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up ſo early in the human mind. 


J was lively and good natured, 


© my imagination apt to run riot, my 
© heart liberal and difintereſted; though 


© T was fo obſtinately attached to my 


© own opinions that I could not well 

© brook contradiction; and in the whole 

of my diſpoſition, reſembled that of 

„Henry the Fifth, as deſcribed by 
6 Shakeſpeare. f 


In my thirteenth year 1 went to 


© Bath, where I was fiiſt introduced 
c into the world as a woman, having 
been entitled to that privilege by my 
© perſon, which was remarkably tall for 


© my years; and there my fancy was quite 


* captivated by the variety of diverſions 


in which I was continually engaged: 


© not that the parties were altogether 
© new to me, but becauſe I now found 


* myſelf conſidered as a perſon of con- 
« ſequence, and ſurrounded by a crowd 


of admirers, who courted my ac- 
« quaintance, and fed my vanity with 
© praiſe and adulation, In ſhort, whe- 


ther or not I deſerved their encomiums, 
© J leave the world to judge; but my 
© perſon was commended, and my ta- 
© Jent in dancing met with univerſal ap- 


« plauſe. No wonder, then, that every 
© thing appeared joyous toa young crea- 
© ture, who was ſo void of experience 
© and diſſimulation, that ſhe believed 
© every body's heart as fincere as her 
© own, and every obje& 
< peared to be. 8 AN 

© Among the ſwains who ſighed, or 
© pretended to ſigh for me, were two 


© that bore a pretty equal ſhare of my 


© fayourz (it was too ſuperficial to de- 


«/ ſerve the name of love.) One of theſe 


© was a forward youth of ſixteen, ex- 
tremely handſome, lively, and impu- 


dent: he attended in quality of page 
upon the Princeſs Amelia, who ſpent 


that ſeaſon at the Bath. The other 
* was a Scotch nobleman turned of 
* thirty, who was graced with a red 
ribband, and danced particularly well ; 


© two qualifications of great weight with 
a girl of my age, whole heart was not 


deeply intereſted in the cauſe. Never- 


© thele(s, the page prevailed over this 


formidable rival; though our amour 
« went no farther than a little flirting, 


© and ceaſed entirely when 1 left the 


< place, 


Next year, however, I reviſited this 
6 agreeable ſcene, and paſſed my time 


Ka ados a § ⏑ ses os ag eat a ec ww 


ſuch as it ap- | 


„ ⁰ůe e w- S405 ee": ⏑ a. > a. 


A a XR _ Aa 


* 
* 


«K M K K „ A 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. - 


© of vanity and ambition which ſpring in the ſame eirele of amuſements, in 


which, indeed, each ſeaſon at Bath iz 
exactly reſembled by that which ſuc- 
ceeds, allowing for the difference of 
company, which is continually vary. 
ing. There I met with the ſame in. 
cenſe, and again had my favourite, 
who was a North Briton, and captain 
of foot, near forty years of age, and 
a little lame; an impediment which! 
did not diſcover, until it was point. 
ed out by ſome of my companions, 


who rallied me upon my choice. He 


was always chearful, and very amo- 
rous; had a good countenance, and 


an excellent underſtanding; poſſeſſed 
a great deal of art, and would have 


perſuaded me to marry him, hid I 
not been reſtrained by the authority 
of my father, whoſe conſent was to be 
obtained in fayour of a man of hiz 
fortune. „ 

At the ſame time, many propoſals 
of marriage were made to my parents; 


but as they came from people whom 


I did not like, I rejected them all; 
being determined to refuſe every man 


who did not make his addreſſes to 


myſelf in perſon, becauſe I -had no 
notion of marrying for any thing but 
love. 3 

Among theſe formal propoſers was a 
Scottiſh earl, whoſe pretenſions were 
broke off by ſome difference about 
ſettlements; and the ſon of an Engliſh 
baron, with whom my father was in 


treaty, when he carried me to town, 


on a viſit to a young lady, with whom 
I had been intimate from my infancy. 
She was juſt delivered of her firſt ſon, 
for whom we ftood ſponſors; ſo that 


this occaſion detained us a whole 


month; during which, I went to 4 


ball at court on the queen's birth- 


day, and there, for the firſt time, felt 

what love and beauty were. Th 
The ſecond ſon of Duke H, 
who had juſt returned from his tra- 
vels, was dancing with the princeſs. 


royal, when a young lady came and 


defired me to go and ſee a ſtrange”, 
whom all the world admired : upon 
which 1 followed her into the circle, 
and obſerved this object of admira. 
tion. He was dreſſed in a coat Cc: 


white cloth, faced with blue ſattin 
embroidered with ſilver, of the ſame 


piece with his waiftcoat ; his fine hair 
hung down his back in ringlets below 


his waiſt, his hat was laced ly 
: 2 


t and rniſhed with a white fea- 
0 17 but bn perſon beggared all de- 
1 ſcription. He was tall and graceful, 
« neither corpulent nor meagre; his limbs 
« finely proportioned, his countenance 
© open and majeſtick, his eyes full of 
« (veetneſs and vivacity, his teeth re- 


© complexion of the damaſk roſe, In 
« ſhort, he was formed for love, and in- 
«© ſpiredit wherever he appeared; nor was 
«© he a niggard of his talents, but liberal- 
« ]y returned it; at leaſt, what paſſed for 
| © ſuch; for he had a flow of gallantry, 
for which many ladies of this land can 
« youch from their own experience: but 
| © he exclaimed againſt marriage, becauſe 
© he had as yet met with no woman to 
© whoſe charms he would ſurrender his 


© and a lady of the ſame rank in , 
* were (aid to be at that time enamoured 
c of his perſon, FI | 
J went home, totally engroſſed by 
© his idea, flattering myſelf, that he had 
' obſerved me with ſome attention; for 
- © T was young and new, and had the 
good fortune to attract the notice and 
3 vg of the queen herſelf. 
Next day, being at the opera, I was 
* agreeably ſurprized with the appear- 
w ance of this amiable ſtranger, who no 
© ſooner ſaw me enter, than he ap- 


© proached ſo near to the place where 1 


fat, that J overheard what he ſaid to 
© his companions; and was fo happy 
* as to find myſelf the object of his diſ- 
* conrle, which abounded with raptu- 
*-rous expreſſions of love and admira- 
* tion, bet; 

* I could not liſten to theſe tranſports 
without emotion; my colour changed, 
* my heart throbbed with unuſual vio- 


* lence, and my eyes betrayed my in | 


* clination in ſundry favourable glances, 


which he ſeemed to interpret aright, 


though he could not then avail Him- 
* elf of his ſucceſs, ſo far as to com- 
" municate his ſentiments by ſpeech, 
* decauſe we were ſtrangers to each 
Se EE | 

| *T paſſed that night in the moſt anxi- 
* ſuſpenſe, and ſeveral days elapſed 

1 ſaw him again. At length, 
, Jowever, being at court on a ball- 
night, and determined againſt danc- 


n — . ' 
1 wg, I perceived him amor g the crowd; 


V advance 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


e pulſar, and his pouting lips of the 


liberty, though a princeſs of France, 


* 


and, to my unſpeakable joy, ſa him 
, ance with my Lord Ps, who' 
introduced him to my ac quaiutance. 


He ſoon found means to alter my re- BY $00G 
© ſolution; and I condeſcended to be his 1 
© partner all the evening; during which 1 
5 bo declared his paſſion in the moſt ten- 1 
der aud perſuaſive terms that real love „ 
could dictate, or fruitful. imagination Mts; 
© invent, „ „ 0r'l 
I believed his proteſtations, becauſe 9 4s 
© I wiſhed them true, and was an unn ALICE 
© experienced girl of fifteen, I com- 1 
© plicd with his earneſt requeſt of bein = 
permitted to viſit me, and even 1 181 3 gt A 
© him to breakfaſt next morning ; ſa 0 
that you may imagine (I ſpeak to thoſe . 
© that feel) I did not that night en- 33 4001 
joy much repoſe. Such was the hur- i 
ry and flutter of my ſpirits, that I roſe 1 15 11 
at fix to receive him at ten. I dreſſed 705 Fi |; 
© myſelf in 4 new pink ſattin gown, and e 
my beſt laced night-cloaths, and was 1 
© {0 animated by the occaſion, that if 17 9461 
© ever I deſerved a compliment upon gs. oh 
my looks, it was my due at this meet- e 
ing. ; 4,844 
The wiſhed-for moment came that 1 
* brought my lover to my view: I was 1 
© overwhelmed with joy, modeſty, and 5" 61 
© fear of I knew not what. We fat „ 
© down to breakfaſt, but did not eat. 11 
He renewed his addreſſes with irreſiſt- 1 
© ible eloquence, and preſſed me to ac- e 
* cept of his hand without farther he- e 
ſitation: but to ſuch a precipitate ſtep 1d; Wed 
© I objected, as a meaſure repugnant to WIR th 
« decency, as well as to that duty which l 
« I owed my father, whom I tenderly 1 
JJC e 
Though I withſtood this premature l 
«© propoſal, I did not attempt to diſguſe . 
« the ſituation of my thoughts; and 6 
© thus commenced a tender correſpon- ©% BH 
© dence, which was maintained by let- 1 
* ters while I remained in the country, D 
* and carried on, when I was in town, 9 v0 
© by private interviews, twice or thrice UE be 
© a week, at the houſe of my milliner, 5 5 
© where ſuch endearments paſſed as re- 9 
© fined and happy lovers know, and LI} oe. 
© others can only gueſs. Truth and e 
© innocence prevailed on my fide, while 3 00g 
© his heart was fraught with es N 
© and dove. Such frequent intercour 11 
© created an intimacy which I began to N 
think dangerous, and therefore yielded 1 
« to his repeated deſire that we might be 1 FA 
cg united for ever: nay, I reſolved to 411 
avoid him, until the day ſhould be 15 4 OtHIM 
© fixed, and very innocently (though 1 | 
not very wiſely) told him my.reaſon 1 
© for this determination, which was no „ 
F * other 1 


= —— — 
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I nuptials; 


© capacity to refuſe him any thing he 
© ſhould demand as a teſtimony of my 
© Jove. 8 . 
Fhe time was accordingly appoint- 


ed, at the diſtance of a few days, dur- 


ing which I intended to have implored 
my father's conſent, though I had but 
faint hopes of obtaining it: but he 
was by tome means or other apprized 


upon myſelt to make him acquainted 
with our purpoſe, - I had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the pre- 
ceding evening, and there, perhaps, 
our eyes betrayed us. Certain it 1s, 
ſeveral of Lord W m's relations, 
who diſapproved of the match, came 
up and rallied him on his paſſion; 
© Lord 8k in particular uſed this 
© remarkable expreſhon; “ Nephew, as 


& much love as you pleaſe, but no ma- 


cc trimony.“ 5 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, 
* and the bridegroom waiting for me at 
* the appointed place, in all the tranſ- 


ports of impatient expectation, J was, 


« without any previous warning, car- 
© ried into the country by my father, 
© who took no notice of the intelligence 
. =. received, but decoyed me into 


the cehch on pretence of taking the 


© air: and when we had proceeded as 
far as Turnham Green, gave me to 
© underſtand that he would dine in that 


* place. 1 5 5 | 
. © There was no remedy: I was oblig- . 
© ed to hear my diſappointment, though 


« with an aching heart, and followed 
4 him up ſtairs into an apartment, where 


© he told me he was minutely informed 


© of my matrimonial ſcheme, I did 
not attempt to diſgniſe the truth, but 


© offured him, while the tears guſhed 
4 from my eyes that my want of cou- 
rage alone had hindered me from 
© making him privy to my paſſion; 


« though I owned, I ſhould have mar- 
E ried Lord W——m, even though he 
bad difappfoved of my choice. I re- 
© minded Rim of the uneaſy Hfe I led at 
© home, and frankly acknowledged, that 


I loved my admirer too well to live 


without him; onghb if he would fa- 


vour me with his conſent, I would de- 
73 5 t fer my intention, and 


* 33 
1 ſerve any 5 he would fix for our 


would permit me to ſend a meſſage to 


feed W, who was waiting in 


of our deſign, before F could prevail 


anwhile, I begged he 
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© ofhet than a conſciouſneſs of my in- 


© expeRation of my coming, and ; 

© (without ſuch notice) ea 155 
p playing the jilt. He granted this laſt 
*' requeſt; in conſequence of which [ 


* ſent a letter to my lover, who, when 


© he received it, had almoſt fainted 2. 
© way, believing 1 ſhould be locked up 
in the country, and ſnatched for exe 
* from his arms. Tortured with the: 
* apprehenfions, he changed cloaths im. 
* mediately, and taking horſe, refolyed 
© to follow me whitherſoever we ſhould 
6 go. 8 | 5 
Alfter dinner, we proceeded os fir 
* as Brentford, where we lay, intend. 
ing to be at my father's country-houſs 
next night; and my admirer putting 
* vp, at the ſame inn, praiſed every 
* expedient his invention could ſugecf 
to procure an interview; but all his 
* endeavours were unſucceſsful, becauſe 
f I, who little dreamed of his being fo 
near, had gone to bed upon our fuſt a. 
« rival, overwhelmed with affliftion and 
* tears. tg 

* In the morning I threw myſelf at 
© my father's feet, and conjured him by 
Hall the ties of paternal affection, to in- 
* dulge me with an opportunity of fer- 
ing my admirer once more, before ! 
© ſhould be conveyed from his wiſhes. 
The melancholy condition in which! 
preferred this ſupplication, melted the 
© tender heart of my parent, who yielded 
to my folicitations, and carried me 


back to town for that purpoſe. 


Lord W m, who had watched 
© our motions, and arrived at his owl 
© lodgings before we arrived at my fa- 
* ther's houſe, obeyed: my ſummons en 
* theinſtant, and appeared before mc lise 
f an angel. Our faculties were, fer 
© ſome minutes, ſuſpended by a conflict | 
©. of grief and joy. At length, I 1tc0- 

, vered the ufe of ſpeech, and gave him 
to underſtand, that I was come © 
© town in order totake my leave 0i him, 
© by the permiſſion of my father, whom 
© Thad promiſed to attend into the coun · 


try next day, before he would conſent 


© to my return; the chief cauſe 21 
« pretence' of which, was my eameſt de. 
« fire to convince” him, that I was hot 
* to blame forthe diſappointment he: 
© ſuffered, and that 1 ſhould ſee him 
© again in a month, when the nupti, 
5 knot ſheuld be tied in ſpite of ok 


© poſition...” © | 17 
My lover, who was better acquarm'” 


ed with the world, had well nigh vun 
my 9 8 e giltrabted 


138 . 


« ciftrafted with this information. He 
& (wore he would not leave me, until 1 
ſhould promiſe to meet and marry him 
next day; or, if I refuſed to grant 
| that requeſt, he would immediately 
leave the kingdom, to which he would 
never more return; and before his de- 
© parture, ſacrifice Lord H- B—, ſon 
« to the Duke of 8. A——, who was. 
« the only perſon upon earth who could. 
4 have betrayed us to my father, becauſe 
e he alone was truſted with the ſecret of 
our intended marriage, and had actual- 
iy undertaken to give me 2 an 
« office which he afterwards declined. 
Lord Wm alſo affirmed, that my 
father decoyed me into the country, 
© with a view of cooping me up, and 
ſequeſtering me entirely from his view 
© and correſpondence, . 
In vain I pleaded my father's well- 
© known tenderneſs, and uſed all the 
arguments I could recollect to divert 
him from hig revenge upon Lord 
[© Hm, He was deaf to all my re- 
«© preſentations, and nothing, I found, 
© would prevail upon him to ſuppreſs 
bis reſentment, but a poſitive promiſe. 
* tocomply with his former deſire. I 
told him, T would hazard every thing 
| © to make him happy; but could not, 
* with any regard to my duty, take ſuch 
* a ſtep without the knowledge of my 
parent; or, if I were ſo inclined, it 
„would be impracticable to elude his 
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þ* vigilance and ſuſpicion. However, he 


employed ſuch pathetick remon- 
| © |trances," and retained ſuch a power- 
ful advocate within my own breaſt, 

* that before we parted I aſſured him, 
my whole power ſhould,be exerted for 
his ſatisfaction ; and he ſignified his re- 
ſolutiqn of ſitting up all night,. in ex- 
pektation of ſeeing me at his lodgings. 
* He had no ſooner retired, than 1 
went into the next room, and deſired - 
my father to fix a day for the mar- 
„dez in which cafe, I would chear- 
f fully wait N 10 into the country; 

whereas, ſhould he deny my requelt, 
on pretence of ſtaying for the conſent 

et My mother's relations, which was 

"ery uncertain, I would ſeize the 

it opportunity of marrying Lord 
m, coſt what it could. He 
I conlented to the match; but would not 
Ea a day for the ceremony, which 
© propoſed to defer until all parties 
ould be agreed; and ſuch a favour- 


. * * 


* 
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able criſis, I feared, would never hap- 
en. T4 
I therefore reſolved within myſelf to 
gratify my lover's expectation, by 
eloping, if poſſible, that very night; 
though the execution of this plan was 


extremely difficult, becauſe my father 


was upon the alarm, and my own 
maid, who was my bedfellow, alto- 
gether in his intereſt, Notwithſtand= 
ing theſe conſiderations, I found means 
to engage one of the houſe-maids in 
my behalf, who beſpoke an hackney- 
coach, to be kept in waiting all night; 
and to bed I went with my Abigail, 
whom, as I had not cloſed an eye, L 
waked about five in the morning, and 
ſent to pack up ſome things for our 
intended journey. 

While ſhe was thus employed, I got 
up, and huddled on my cloaths, ſtand- 
ing upon my pillow, leſt my father, 
who lay in the chamber below, ſhould 
hear me a- foot, and ſuſpect my de- 
ſign. | 

ins dreſſed myſelf with great 
diſpatch and diſorder, I lounced down 
ſtairs, ſtalking as heavily as I could 


tread, that he might miſtake me for 


one of the ſervants; and my confe- 


derate. opening the door, I ſallied out 


into the ſtreet, though I knew not 
which way to turn; and, to my un- 
ſpeakable mortification, neither coach 
nor chair appeared. | 
Having travelled on foot a good 
way, in hope of finding a convenience, 
and being not only diſappointed in 


that particular, but alſo bewildered in 


my peregrination, I began to be ex- 


ceedingly alarmed with the apprehen- 


ſion of being met by ſome per ſon who 


might know me; becauſe, in that 
caſe, my deſign would undoubtedly 
have been diſcovered, from every cir- 
cumſtance of my appearance at that 


time of day; for I had put on the very 


cloaths which I had pulled off over 
night, ſo that my dreſs was altoge = 
ther odd and peculiar: my ſhoes were 
very fine, and over a large hoop I wore. 


a pink ſattin quilted petticoat trimmed 
with ſilver, which was partly covered 
by a white dimity night-gown, a full 
quarter of a yard too ſhort; my hand- 
kerchief and apron were hurried on 
without pinning; my night-cap could 
not contain my hair, which hung a- 
bout my ears in great diſorder; and 

| | Hh 2 © wy 
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244 PEREGRINE PICKLE.” 
* my countenance denoted a mixture of 
© hope and fear, joy and ſhame. 1 

In this dilemma, I made my ad- 

d eſſes to that honourable member of 

E ſociety, a ſhoe-black, whom I ear- 

« neſtly intreated to provide me with a ed to miſtake me for one of her own 

coach or chair, promiſing to reward „ ſiſterhood. 

him liberally for his trouble: but he © I no ſooner perceived her Opinion 
having the misfortune to be lame, than I defired Lord W=——n t0 « 
was unable to keep up with my pace; *© deceive her; upon which ſhe was 
ſo that, by his advice and drs dien, © made acquainted with the nature of 
I went into the firſt publick-houſe I my ſituation, and ſhewed vs into a pri. 
c 
6 
6 
4 


the country to which we might reti 
for the preſenty and he forthwith con. 
ducted me to a houſe on Blackheath 
where we were very civilly received by 
a laughter-loving dame, who ſeem. 
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found open, where I ſtayed ſome time, vate room, where I called for pen and 

in the utmoſt conſternation, among a * paper, and wrote an apology to my 

crew of wretches whom I thought father, for having aRed contrary to 
proper to bribe for their civility, not # his will in ſo important a concern, 

without the terror of being ſtripped. *+ This taſk being performed, the 

At length, however, my meſſenger © bridegroom gave me to underſtand, 

returned with a chair, of which I took © that there was a neceſſity for our being 

immediate poſſeſſion; and fearing that, * hedded immediately, in order to ren. 

by this time, my family would be der the marriage binding, leſt my fa. 

alarmed, and ſend directly to Lord © ther ſhould diſcover and part us before 

W-——m's lodgings, I ordered my- *©* conſummation, I pleaded hard fora 

ſelf to be carried thither backwards, * reſpite till the evening, objecting to 

that fo I might paſs undiſcovered. © the indecency of going to bed before 

© This ſtratagem ſucceeded according * noon; but he found means 10 inva- 

to my wiſh; I ran up ſtairs, in a ſtate . lidate all my arguments, and to con- 

of trepidation, to my faithful lover, * vince me that it was now my duty to 

o 

« 

o 

. 

c 

c 

c 

« 

£ 

£ 
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who waited for me with the moſt im- obey. Rather than hazard the impu- 
patient and fearful ſuſpenſe. At ſight © tation of being obſtinate and refrac. 
of me, his eyes lightened with tran- „ tory en the fiſt day of my probation, 
ſport ; he caught me in his arms, as © I {uffered myſelf to be led into a 
the richeſt preſent Heaven could-be- © chamber, which was darkened by my 
ſtow; _ me to underſtand that my © expreſs ſtipulation, that my ſhame 
father had already ſent to his lodg- and confuſion might be the better con- 

ings in queſt of me; then applauding cealed, and yielded to the privilege 
my love and reſolution in the molt „ of a dear huſband, v ho loved me to 

rapturous terms, he ordered a hack- * adoration, | | 

ney- coach to be called, and that we About five o'clock in the afternoon | 
might run no riſk of ſeparation, at- © we were called to dinner, which ws 
tended me to church, where we were had ordered to be ready at four; but 
lawfully joined in the fight of Heaven. © ſuch a paltry care had been forgot, 
His fears were then all over, but mine *© amidſt the tranſports of our mutual 

recurred with double aggravation, I * bliſs. We got up, however; and when 

dreaded the fight of my father, and „we came down Airs, I was aſhamed 
ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuffered on to ſee the light of day, or meft the 
account of my undutiful behaviour; © eyes of my beloved lord. I ate little, 
for I loved him with ſuch piety of * ſaid leſs, was happy, though oel. 
c 1 

« 

6 

c 
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7 * affection, that I would have endured . whelmed with confuſion; underwent 
N © every other ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather a thouſand agitations, ſome of whic 

. _ _ © than have given him the leaſt uneaſi- were painful, but by far the gre#? 

', © neſs; but love (where he reigns in © part belonged to rapture and delight; 

© tull empire) is altogether icre iſtible, we were emparadiſed in the graties 

. © ſurmounts every difficulty, and ſwal- d felt 

los up all otherconfiderations. This 

- | -© was the caſe with me; and now the lity enjoy, | 1 
© irrevocable ſtep was taken, my firſt In the twilight we returned to Lol 

© care was to avoid his fight. With W——m's lodgings in town, Where 

J this view, I begged that Lord W—m II received a letter from my wy | 

_ © would think of ſome remote place in * importing, that he would neue, x 


tion of our mutual wiſhes, al ; 
all that love can beſtow, and ſenlibi- 


* 


— 
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© me again. But there was one cir- 
« cumftance in his manner of writing, 
«from which I conceived a happy pre- 
© ſage of his future indulgence. He 
had begun with his uſual appellation 
« of Dear Fanny, which, though it was 
« expunged to make way for the word 
« Madam, encouraged me to hope that 
« his pateraal fondneſs was not yet ex- 
« tinguiſhed. 8 

At ſupper we were viſited by Lord 
© W——m's younger ſiſter, who laughed 
at us for our inconſiderate match, 
though ſhe owned, ſhe envied our hap- 
©pinels, and offered me the uſe of her 
« cloaths, until I could retrieve my own, 
| © She was a woman of a great deal of 
© humour, plain but genteel, civil, friend- 
© ly, and perfectly well-bred. She fa- 
« youred us with her company till the 
night was pretty far advanced, and 
did not take her leave till we retired to 
_ © our apartment. 1 

« As our lodgings were not ſpacious 
or magnificent, we reſolved to ſee little 
company; but this reſolution was 
_ # fruſtrated by the numerous acquain- 
© tance of Lord Wm, who let in 
* half the town; ſo that I ran the gaunt- 
© Jet for a whole week among a ſet of 
* wits, who always delight in teazing a 
young creature of any note, when ſhe 
* happens to make ſuch a ſtolen match. 
Among thoſe that viſited us upon this 
* occaſion, was my Jord's younger bro- 
* ther, who was at that time in keeping 


# with a rich heireſs of maſculine me- 


* mory, and took that opportunity of 
* making a parade with his equipage, 
* which was indeed very magnificent, 
* but altogether diſregarded. by us, 


_* whole happineſs conſiſted in the opu- 


lence of mutual love. EY 
This ceremony of receiving viſits 
* being performed, we went to wait on 


his mother the Dutcheſs of H, 


* who hearing I was an heireſs, readily 
* forgave her ſon for marrying without 
* her knowledge and conſent, and fa- 
* youred us with a very cordial re- 
* ceptionz inſomuch that, for ſeveral 
months, we dined almoſt conſtantly 
* at her table; and T muſt own, I al- 
* ways found her unaltered in her civi- 
* lity and affection, contrary to her 


general character, which was haughty 


* and capricious, She was undoubtedly 
a woman of great ſpirit and under- 


* Randing, but ſubje& to an infirmity 
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„though the voyage on which I had 1055 
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which very much impairs and diſguiſes | . 


© every other qualification. | 
In about three weeks after our mar- 
© riage, I was ſo Pappy as to obtain 
© the forgiveneſs of my father, to whoſe 
© houſe we repaired, in order to pay our 
6 reſpe&ts and ſubmiſſion, At fi he of 
© me he wept; nor did I behold his 
© tears unmoved : my heart was over- 
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charged with tenderneſs and ſorrow, 1 
for having offended ſuch an indulgent 1 bh 
«© parent; ſo that I mingled my tears 3 1 0 
© with his; while my dear huſband, „ 
© whoſe ſoul was of the ſofteſt and gen- © 
© tleft mould, melted with ſympathy at 74 IT 
the affecting ſcene. a | why! 

Being thus reconciled to my father, 6 $$" 
©. we attended him into the country, * 2005 


© where we were received by my mo- 
© ther, who was a ſenſible good woman, 
© though not ſuſceptible to love, and 
© therefore leſs apt to excuſe a weak - 
© neſs to which ſhe was an utter ſtran- 
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© ger. This was likewiſe the caſe with 4 3038 
© an uncle, from whom I had great 14 
expectations. He was a plain good- 1 
© natured man, and treated us with e 
great courteſy; though his notions, e 
© in point of love, were not exactl 1 
© conformable to ours. Nevertheleſs, I 1 
© was, and ſeemed to be ſo happy in 1 
my choice, that my family not only 1 
© became ſatisfied with ho match, but „ 
exceedingly fond of Lord W——m. NE 
After a ſhort ſtay with them in the e! 
© country, we returned to London, in 1 Og 
© order to be introduced at court, and 1 1 
© then ſet out for the North, on a viſit l 
* to my brother-in-law the Duke of 4 99 
8 „who had, by a letter to i 
© Lord W— m, invited us to his 41,2480 
© habitation, My father accordingly 11 AI 
equipped us with horſes and money; in 
© for our owh finances were extremely 1 + bf 
* ſlender, conſiſting only of a ſmall pen- 6115 
* fron allowed by his grace, upon whom 16 9 
© the brothers were entirely dependent, 
the father having died ſuddenly, ARE 
before ſuitable proviſion could be made bo 4319 
* for his younger children. 1 00G 
When I took my leave of my rela- 1 194 
© tions, bidding adieu to my paternal N 
© home, and found myſelf launching e 
© into a world of care and trouble, 1 


* 2 , 
+ 


© embarked was altogether voluntary, 2 3 1 
6 and my companion the perſon on e 
© whom I doated to diſtraction, I could 10 100 [ 
5 not help feeling ſome melancholy ſen= 


8 8 
TXT ISS 
TS 
"= 

— 


6 ſationsz- 


ES. 
Mo — . 2 * 
_ — A 
Po 9 
War en 
nh. ISS . 
OY 
ä —— PTR 


* 
iu 
} 4 +48. ihe 
WS 
4 1 
7:88 
163 q 
TH 


246 
© ſenſations ; which, however, in a little 
© time, gave way to a train of more 
£ 2 


© me the poſſeſſion of a man who had 
© made 2 havock among their 
. © hearts, and ſome of them knew the 
value of his favour. One in particu- 


many of whom, I 2 envied 


© Jar endeavoured to cultivate my friend - 


© ſhip with ſingular marks of regard; 
© but I thought proper to diſcourage 
4 her advances, by keeping within the 
© bounds of bare civility ; and, indeed, 
© to none of them was I laviſh of my 


© complaiſance, for I dedicated my whole 


time to the object of my affection, who 
engroſſed my wiſhes to ſuch a degree; 


envied the happineſs of every woman 
whom he chanced at any time to hand 
mto a coach, | 

© The Dutcheſs of: „ who was 
newly married to the Ear] of P=——, a 
particular friend of Lord W——m's, 
carried me to court, and preſented me 


M Sa a aa 


probation of my perſon in very par- 
ticular terms, and obſerved the ſatiſ- 
faction that appeared in my counte- 


little happineſs depended upon wealth, 


e a G G an G a 0 a W 0 


than in all her court belides, 
Such a declaration could not fail to 
overwhelm me with bluſhes, which 


her majeſty - ſeemed to behold with 


pleaſure ; for the frequently repeated 


the remark, and ſhewed me to all the 


4 

4 

o 

s 

4 foreigners of diſtinction, with many 

* gracious expreſſions of favour. She 

* wiſhed Lord W——m happineſs in- 

© ſtead of joy; and was pleaſed to pro- 

© mile, that ſhe would provide for her 

« pretty beggars : and poor enough we 

£ certainly were in every article but love, 
_ © Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſſities, 

but paſſed. the ſummer in a variety of 

0 

5 

1 

« 

« 

. 


pleaſures and parties; the greateſt 


part of which were planned by Lord 


W. s iter and another lady, Who 


was at that time miſtreſs to the prime 
miniſter. The firſt was a wit, but 


homely- in her perſon; the other, a 
woman of great beauty and maſcu- 


line underſtanding; and a particular 


OM friendſhip- ſubſiſted between them, 
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greeable ideas. I was viſited in town 
b ©, by almoſt all the women of faſhions 


that although I was never jealous, - 
{becauſe I had no reaſon to be fo) I 


to the queen, who expreſſed her ap- 


nance, with marks of admiration; 
defired her ladies to take notice, how 


fince there was more joy in my face 
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though they were both lovers of power 
© and admiration, 8 
This lady, who fat at the helm, 

© was extremely elegant as well as ex. + 
« penſive in her diverſions, in many of 
* which we bore a ſhare; particularly 
© herparties upon the water, which were 
* contrived in all the magnificence of 
© taſte. In the courſe of theſe amuſe. 
© ments, a trifling circumſtance occurred, 
* which I ſhall relate as an inſtance of 
© that jealous ſenſibility which charac. 
© terized Lord W=—m's diſpoſition. A 
* large company of ladies and gentlemen, 
having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, 

and ſup at Marble Hall, where we 

propoſed to conclude the evening with 
a dance, one barge being inſufficient 
to contain - the whole company, we 
were divided by lots ; in conſequence 
of which, my huſband and 1 were 
parted. This feparation was equally 
mortifying to us both, who, though 
married, were ſtill lovers; and my 
chagrin was increaſed, when I per- 
ceived that I was doomed to fit by 
Sir W—— Y-—, a man of pro- 
feſſed gallantry ; for, although Lord 
W——m had, before his marriage, 
made his addreſſes to every woman he 
ſaw, I knew very well he did not de- 
lire that any perſon ſhould make love 
to his wife, | 
That I might not therefore give 

umbrage, by talking to this gallant, 
I converſed with a Scots nobleman, 

who, according to common report, 
had formerly ſighed among my admir- 
ers: by theſe means, in ſecking te 
avoid one error, I unwittingly plunged 
myſelf into a greater; and diſobliged 
Lord W——m ſo much, that he 

could not conceal his diſpleaſure; nay, 
ſo deeply was he offended at my 
conduct, that in the evening, when 
the ball began, he would ſcarce deign 
to take me by the hand in the courſe 
of dancing, and darted ſuch unkind 
looks as pierced me to the very ſoul, 
What augmented my concern, Was 
my ignorance of the treſpaſs I had 
committed. I was tortured with 4 


* 


IR «a a 


«K M & M AA AA aA RX X K 


thouſand uneaſy reflections; I began 
to fear that T had miſtaken his temper, 
and given my heart to a man who 
was tired of poſſeſſion ; though 1 
reſolved to hear without complain. 
ing the misfortune I had entailed 
upon myſelf, | 


6 I (ejzed 


— 


J ſeized the firſt opportunity of 
© ſpeaking to him, and thereby diſco- 
© yered the cauſe of his chagrin; bat, 

' 2s there was no time for expoſtula- 
« tion, the miſunderſtanding continued 
on his fide, with ſuch evident marks 
« of uneaſineſs, that every individual of 
© the company made up to me, and 
« enquired about the cauſe of his diſ- 
+ order; ſo that I was fain to amuſè 
their cencern, by ſaying that he had 
been ill the da before, and dancing 
« did not agrer with his conſtitution. 
© So much was he incenſed by this un- 
« happy circumſtance of my conduct, 
«© which was void of all intention to 
« offend him, that he determined to be 
© revenged of me for my indiſcretion; 
© and, at ſupper, chancing to fit between 


two very handſome ladies, (one of 


© whom is lately dead, and the other at 
« preſent my neighbour in the country) 
© he affected an air of gaiety, and openly 
© coquetted with them both, 
« This was not the only puniſhment 
© he inflited on his innocent wife. In 
© the courſe of our entertainment, we 
( engaged-in ſome ſimple diverſion, in 
© conſequence of which, the gentlemen 
were ordered to ſalute the ladies; 
© when Lord W—— m, in performing 
© this command, unkindly'' negleRted 
© mein my turn; and I had occaſion 
* for all my diſcretion and pride, to 
, © conceal from the company the ago- 
© nies'I felt at this mark of indifference 
© and diſreſpect. However, J obtained 
© the victory over myſelf, and pretend- 
ed to laugh at. his huſband-like be- 
* haviour, while the tears flood in my 
* eyes, and my heart ſwelled even to 
J £ 
* We broke up about five, after hav- 
ing ſpent the moſt tedious evening 1 
had ever known; and this offended 
lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen 
* hlence and diſguſt. Whatever deſire 
had to come to an explanation, I 


* thought myſelf ſo much 2ggrieved by 


« tis unreaſonable prejudice, that I 
: could not preyail upon myſelf to de- 
mand a conference, till after his firſt 


© Nap, when my pride giving way to my. 


tenderneſs, I clafped him in my arms; 
bat though he pretended to diſcourage 
N theſe advances of my love: I aſked 
how he could be ſo unuſt-as to take 
umbrage at my civility to a man whom 
he knew I had -refuſed for his ſake. 


"Tchid him for his barbarous endea- 


* 
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brief ſeparation, and met again, like 


another's preſence. 


ordered the candles to be taken away, 


mind to peace and benevolence; but 


any diverſion where he was not per- 
ſonally concerned; nor was I ever 


at that time, maintained above an hun- 
kept open table, and was viſited by a 


eldeſt filter, a beautiful young lady of 


fondneſs for Lord WM m, who was 
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vours to awake my jealouſy, and uſed 
ſuch irrefiſtible arguments in my own 
vindication, that he was convinced of- 
my innocence, | ſealed my acquittal 
with a kind embrace, and we mutually 
enjoyed the ſoft tranſports of a fond 
reconciliation. | + Ps 
Never was paſſion more eager, de- 
licate, or unreſerved, than that which 
glowe( within our breaſts, Far from 
being cloyed with the poſſeſſion of each - 
other, our raptures ſeemed to increaſe 
with.the term of our union. When 
we were parted, though but for a few 
hours, by the neceſſary avocations of 
life, we were unhappy during that 


lovers who knew no joy but in one 
How many deli- 
cious evenings did we ſpend together, 
in our little apartment, after we had 


that 'we might enjoy the agreeable 
reflection of the moon in a fine ſum- 
mer's evening! Such a mild and - 
ſolemn ſcene naturally diſpoſes the 
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when improved with the converſation 
of the man one loves, it fills the ima- 
gination with ideas of ineffable delight? 
For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, my 
heart was ſo wholly engroſſed by my 
huſband, that I never took pleaſure in 


. 
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guilty of one thought repugnant to my 
duty and my love. ö f 
In the autumn we ſet out for the 
North, and were meton the road by the 
duke and twenty gentlemen, who con- 
ducted us to H n; where we lived 
in all imaginable ſplendor. His grace, 


8 3 


dred ſervants, with a band of muſick, 
which always performed at dinner 


great deal of company. The ceconomy 
of his houſe was ſuperintended by his 
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an amiable temper, with whom I foon 
contracted an intimate friendſhip. She 
and the duke uſed to rally me upon my 
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a ſort of an humouriſt, and apt to be in 
a'pet, in which caſe he would leave 
the company, and go to bed by ſeven 
o'clock in the evening. On theſe oc- 
caſions, I always diſappeared, giving 
up every conſideration to that of pleaſe ' 
ing my huſband, notwithſtanding the OT 
; | * ridicule l 
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ridicule of his relations, who taxed me 
with having ſpoiled him with too much 
indulgence. But how could I expreſs 


too much tenderneſs and condeſcenſion 


for a man who doated upon me to ſuch 
an exceſs, that when buſineſs obliged 
him to leave me, he always ſnatched 
the firſt opportunity to return, and 
often rode through darkneſs, ſtorms, 
and tempeſts, to my arms! | 

© Having ſtayed about ſeven months 
in this place, I found myſelf in a fair 


way of being a mother; and that 1 


might be near my own relations, in 
ſuch an interefting ſituation; I and 


my dear companion departed from 
H-, not without great reluctance 


for I was fond of the Scots in general, 
who treated me with great hoſpitality 


and reſpeët; and to this day, they pay 


me the compliment of ſaying, I was 
one of the beſt wives in that country, 
which is ſo juſtly celebrated for good 
women. | | : ihe 
© Lord Wm having attended me 


to my father's houſe, was obliged to 


return to Scotland to ſupport his in- 
tereſt in being elected member of par- 
liament; fo that he took his leave of 
me, with a full reſolution of ſeeing 
me again, before the time of my ly- 
ing - in; and all the comfort I enjoyed 
in his abſence, was the peruſal of his 


Jetters, which I pünctually feceived, 


together with thoſe of his ſiſter, who 
from time to time favoured. me with 


aſſurances of his conſtancy. and devo- 


tion. [Indeed theſe teſtimonials were 


neceſſary to one of my diſpoſition; for 


I was none of thoſe who could be con- 
tented with half an heart. 


not even ſpare one complacent look to 


I been diſappointed in this expecta- 


tion, I ſhould (though a wife) have 


rebelled or died. 47 | 


__ * Meanwhile, my parents treated me 
9 


with great tenderneſs, intending that 


I could 


any other woman, but expected the 
undivided homage of his love. 


Had 


Lord W— m ſhould be ſettled in a 


houſe of bis own, and accommodated 


# with my fortune, and his expecta- 
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tions from the queen were very ſan- 
guine, when I was taken ill, and de- 
lizered of a deud child; an event 
which affected me extremely, When 
I underttqod the extent of my misfor- 
tune, my heart throbbed with ſuch 


violence, that my breaſt could ſcarce 
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© contain it; and my anxiety being 
© aggravated by the abſence of my 
* lord, produced a dangerous fever, of 
* which he was no ſooner apprized by 
© letter, than he came poſt from Scot. 
© land; but before his arrival, I was 
ſuppoſed to be in a fair way. 
© During this journey, he was tor. 
tured with all that terrible ſuſpence, 
which prevails in the minds of theſe 
who are in danger of loſing that which 
is moſt dear to them; and when he 
entered the houſe, was ſo much over. 
whelmed with apprehenſion, that he 
durſt not enquire about the ſtate of my 
health. 
As for my part, I never cloſed 
an eye from the time on which I. 
expected his return; and when I 
heard his voice, I threw open my 
curtains, and fat up in the bed to re- 
ceive him, though at the hazard of 
my life. He run towards me with 
all the eagerneſs of paſſion, and 
claſped me in his arms; he kneelcd 
by the bed - ſrde, kiſſed my hand a 
thouſand times, and wept with tranſ- 
ports of tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, 
this meeting was ſo pathetick, as to 
overcome my enfeebled cor ſtitution ; 
and we were parted by thoſe who 
were wiſer than ourſelves, and faw 
that nothing was ſo proper for us as a 
little repoſe. * EE. 
« But how ſhall I relate the deplorable 
tranſition from envied happineſs to 
exceſs of miſery, which I now ſuſtain- 
ed! My month was hardly up, when 
my dear huſband was taken ill; per- 
haps the fatigue of body as well as 
mind, which he had undergone on my 
account, occaſioned a fatal ferment in 
his blood, and his health fell a ſacri- 
fice to his love. Phyſicians were call- 
ed from London; but, alas! they 
brought no hopes of his recovery. 
By their advice, he was removed to 
town, for the conveniency of being 
punctually attended. Every mo- 
ment was too precious to be thrown 
away; he was therefore immediately 
put into the coach, though the day 
© was far ſpent; and, I though exceed- 
© ingly weak, accompanied him in the 
© journey, which was performed by the 
© light of flambeaus, and rendered un- 
© ſpeakably ſhocking, by the diſmal ap- 
© prehenſionof loſing him every moment. 
At length, however, we arrived 
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out 


t our lodgings in Pall Mall, where I 


« ]ay by him on the floor, and attended 


« the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all the 
« agonies of horror and deſpair. Ina 
little time W ſettled upon his 
« brain, and in his delirium, he uttered 
« ach dreadful exclamations, as were 
« ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage 
« heart, What effect then mult they 
© have had on mine, which was fraught 
t with every ſentiment of the moſt melt- 
© ing affection! It was not a common 
c pi that took poſſeſſion of my ſoul ; 
C 


felt all the „ of the moſt 


© acute diſtreſs. I ſometimes ran down 

« { the ſtreet in a fit of diſtraction ; I 
© ſent for the doors every minute; I 

© wearied Heaven with my prayers : 

© even now my heart aches at the remem- 

«© hrance of what I ſuffered, and I can- 

© not without trembling proceed with 
© the woeful ſtory. 

After having lain inſenſible ſome 
© days, he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
and called upon my name, which he 
© had a thouſand times repeated while 
© he was bereft of reaſon. All hope 
© of his life was now relinquiſhed, and 
J was led to his bed-fide to receive 
© his laſt adieu, being directed to ſum- 
© mon all my fortitude, and ſuppreſs 
my forrow, that he might not be diſ- 
F turbed by my agitation. I collected 

all my reſolution Paros me in this 
affecting ſcene, I faw my dear lord 
in extremity, The beauties of his 
© youth were all decayed ; yet his eyes, 
* though languid, retained unſpeakable 
© ſweetneſs and expreſſion. He felt his 
* end approaching, put forth his hand, 
* and with a look full of complacency 


and benevolence, uttered ſuch a ten- 


© der tale Good Heaven | how had 
© Ideferved ſuch accumulated affliction ! 
© the bare remembrance of which now 


* melts me into tears! Human nature 


* could not undergo my ſituation, with- 
* out ſuffering an extaſy of grief! I 
* caſped him in my arms, and kiſſed 
* him a thouſand times, with the moſt 
violent emotions of woe; but I was 
torn from his embrace, and in a little 
y time he was raviſhed for ever from my 
view, | 
* On that fatal morning, which puta 
period to his lite, I ſaw the Ducheſs 
f L— approach my bed, and, 
: from her appearance, conclu led that 
, © was no more; yet I begged ſhe 
' would not confirm the unhappy pre- 
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ſage, by announcing his death; and 


ſhe accordingly preſerved the moſt 


emphanick ſilence. I got up, and trod 
ſoftly over his head, as if I had been 
afraid of interrupting his repoſe. Alas! 
he was no longer ſenſible of ſuch diſ- 
turbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupe- 
faction of ſorrow: I threw up the 
window, and looking around, thought 
the ſun ſhone with the moſt diſmal 


aſpet; every thing was ſolitary, 


chearleſs, and replete with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the di- 
rection of my friend, conveyed to her 
houſe, where my faculties were fo 
overpowered by the load of anguiſh 
which oppreſſed me, that I know not 
what paſſed during the firſt days of 
my ee widowhood ; this only I 
know, the kind ducheſs treated me 
with all imaginable care and com- 


paſſion, and carried me to her country- 


houſe, where I ſtayed ſome months; 
during which, ſheendeavouredto com- 


fort me with all the amuſements ſhe. 
could invent, and laid me under ſuch 


obligations, as ſhall never be eraſed 
from my remembrance : yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all her care and concern, I 
was, by my exceſs of grief, plunged 
into a languiſhing diſtemper, for which 
my phyſicians ad vii ed me to drink the 
Bath waters. : 

In compliance with this preſcrip- 


tion, I went thither towards the end 


of ſummer, and found ſome benefit 
by adhering to their directions; though 
I ſeldom went abroad, except when 
I viſited my fiſter-in-law, who was 
there with the princeſs 3; and upon 
theſe occaſions, I never failed to at. 
tract the notice of the company, who 
were ſtruck with the appearance of 


ſuch a young creature in weeds. Nor 


was I free from the perſecution of 


profeſſed admirers ; but being dead to 
all joy, I was deaf to the voice of 


adula: ion. | 3 4 
About Chriſtmas, I repaired to my 
father's houſe, where my ſorrows were 
revived by every object that recalled 
the idea of my dear lamented lord. 
But theſe melancholy reflections I wag 


obliged to bear, becauſe I had no 


other home or habitation, being left 
an unprovided widow, altogether de- 
pendent on the affeion of my own 
family. 1 + 
© During this winter, divers overs 
tures were made to my father; by 
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t my heart was not yet ſufficiently 

'© weaned from my former paſſion, to 
admit the thoughts of another maſter. 
'© among thoſe that preſented their pro- 
"© poſals, was a certain young noble- 
c man, who, upon the firſt news of 
© Lord W-——m's death, came poſt 


£ from Paris, in order to declare his 


© paſſion, He made his firſt appearance 
cin a hired chariot and fix, accompanied 


© by a big fat fellow, whom (as I after- 


© wards learned) he had engaged to 
© ſound his praiſes, with the promiſe of 
'© a thouſand pounds, in lieu of which 
he paid him with forty, Whether it 
© was with a view of ſcreening himſelf 
from the cold, or of making a com- 
* fortable medium in caſe of being over- 
© turned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know not; but certain 
it is, the carriage was ſtuffed with 
'© hay, in ſuch a manner, that when he 
arrived, the ſervants were at {ome 
© pains in rummaging and removing it, 
: Acre they could come at their maſter, 
© or help him to alight. When he was 
© lifted out of the chariot, he exhibited 
© a very ludicrons figure to the view; 
he was a thin, meagre, ſhivering crea- 
ture, of a low ſtature, with little black 
eyes, a long noſe, ſailow complexion, 
© and pitted with the ſmall-pox ; dreſſed 
© in a coat of light brown frieze lined 
with pink-coloured ſhag, a monſtrous 
„ folitaire and bag, and (if I remember 
£ .aripht) a pair of huge jack-boots. In 
© a word, his whole appearance was fo 
© little calculated for inſpiring love, 
© that I had (on the ſtrength of ſeeing 
© him once before at Oxford) ſet him 
'© down as the laſt man on earth whom 
6 J would chuſe to wed; and I will 
venture to aſfirm, that he was in every 
particular the very reverſe of my late 
huſband, 8 1 | 
As my father was not at home, he 
© ſtayed but one evening, and left his 
© errand with my mother, to whom 
he was as diſagreeable as to myſelf; 
* fo that his propoſal was abſolutely 
rejected; and I heard no more of 
him during the ſpace of three whole 
months; at the expiration of which I 
went to town, where this mortifying 
* figure preſented itſelf again, and re- 
5. newed his ſuit, offering ſuch advan- 
«* tageous terms of ſettlement, that my 


* father began to reliſn the match, and 


* 
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q poople who demanded me in marriage; *© warmly recommended it to my con. 
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In conſequence of this determina. 
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Jo this declaration he replied, (to 
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to each other, that it was not in my 
power to command my ſaffection, and 


which would entirely depend upon his 


A letter, which I communicated to 


pereſt perſon to be my huſband. 
* Accordingly, the wedding-cloatlis 


ſideration. 

© Lord W——m's relations adviſcd 
me to embrace the opportunity of 
making myſelf independent; all my 
acquaintance plied me with argument 
to the ſame purpoſe : I was uneaſy at 
home, and indifferent to all man kind. 
I weighed the motives with the oh. 
jections, and with relu&tan-e y1e1ed 
to the importunity of my friends. 


tion, the little gentleman was per. 
mitted to viſit me; and the manner 
of his addreſs did not at all alter e 
opinion I had conceived of his 
racter and unde. ſtanding. I was «cy 
ſhocked at the proſpect of marry: 
a man whom I could not love; and, 
in order to aiſhvriien my own con- 
ſcience, ook an opportunity et telling 
him one evening, as we ſat OP; olite 


therefore he could not exp<Ht the poi. 
ſeſhion of my heart, Lord W-—m'; 
indulgence having ſpoiled me for a 
wife; nevertheleſs, I wo Id endea- 
vour to contract a friendihip for him, 


oven behaviour. 


my great ſurprize) that he did not 
deſire me to love him, my friendſhip 
was ſufficient; and next day repeated 
this ſtrange inſtance of moderation in 


my ſiſter, who laughed heartily ar the 
contents, and perſuaded me, that lince 
J could love no man, he was the pro- 


and equipage being prepared, the 
day—the Fatal day Wear fixed! on 
the morning of which I went to the 
houſe of my brother-in-law, Duke 
H , who loved me tenderly, and 
took my leave of the family; a tam!!y 
which I ſhall always remember with 
love, honour, and eſteem. His grace 
received me in the moſt affectionate 
manner, ſaying, at parting—* Lady 
=, if he does not uſe you well, 
I willtake you back again.“ | 

© The bridegraom and I met at 
Ox—— Chapel, where the ceremony 
was performed by the Biſhop of 
W „in preſence of his lordſhip's 
mother, my father, and another leaf. 


The 


PEREGRINE PICKLE.” 


| 


« The nöͤptial knot being tied, we ſet © who indulged himſelf in bed till ele- 


ven. | 


out for my father's houſe in the coun- 
„and proceeded full twenty miles 
on our journey, before my lord open- 
ed his mouth; my thoughts having 
been all that time employed on ſome- 
thing quite foreign to my preſent ſitu- 
ation; for I was then but a giddy 
girl of eighteen. At length my father 


ſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was 
but a dull bridegroom ; upon which, 
my lord gave him to underſtand, that 
he was out of ſpirits. This dejection 


ing the refreſhment of a plentiful din- 
ner, which he ate upon the road; and 
in the evening we arrived at the place 
of our deſtination, where we were 


ſhe had no liking to the match; and 
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ment. ; 
© It was here that I had occaſion to 


perceivethe moſt diſagreeable contraſt 
between my preſent help-mate and 
my former lord. Inſtead of flying to 
my arms with all the eagerneſs of 


ſentative ſat moping in a corner, like 
a criminal on execution-day, and 
owned he was aſhamed to bed a wo- 
man, whoſe hand he had icarce ever 
touched, | 

I could not help being affected with 
this puſillanimous behaviour; I re- 
membered Lord W——m, while I 
lurveyed the object before me, and 
made ſuch a compariſon as filled me 
with horror and diſguſt: nay, to ſuch 
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tom prevail, that I began to ſweat 


lubje&ed to his pleaſure : and when, 
after a long heſitation, he ventured to 
approach me, Mrembled as if I had 
been expoſed to the embraces of a 
rattle-ſnake. Nor did the efforts of 
his love diminiſh this antipathy. His 
attempts were like the pawings of an 
imp, ſent from hell to ſeize and tor- 
ment ſome guilty wretch, ſuch as are 
' exhibited in ſome dramatick perfor- 
mance, which 1 never ſee acted with- 
out remembering my e Na 
: by ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial, vexa- 

tous behaviour, was I tantalized and 
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' obbed of my repoſe ; and early next 


1 
„ morning 


won p, with a moſt ſo- 
I Vereign 


for my bed-fellow, 


+ 


broke filence, and clapping his lord- 


continued all the day, notwithftand- 


kindly received by my mother, though | 


after ſupper, we retired to our apart- | 


love and rapture, thts manly repre- 


a degree did my averſion to this phan- 


with anguiſh at the thought of being 


* 


— 
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* Having paſſed a few days in this 
place, I went home with him to his 
houſe at Twickenham; and ſoon after 
we were preſented at court, when the 
queen was pleaſed to ſay to my lord's 
mother, ſhe did not doubt but we 
ſhould be an happy couple, for I had 


been a good wife to my former huſ- 


band. 

© Whatever deficiencies I had to com- 
plain of in my new ſpouſe, he was not 
wanting in point of liberality: I wag 
preſented with a very fine chariot ſtud 


ded with ſilver nails, and ſuch, a pro- 


fuſion of jewels as furniſhed a joke 
to ſome of my acquaintance, who ob- 


ſerved that I was formerly Queen of 


Hearts, but now metamorphoſed inta 
the Queen of Diamonds. I now alſo 
had an opportunity (which I did not 
let ſlip) of paying Lord W=—m's 


debts from my privy purſe : and on 


that ſcore received the thanks of his 
elder bxother, who (though he had 
undertaken to diſcharge them) de- 
layed the execution of his purpoſe 


longer than I thought they ſhould re- 


main unpaid, This uncommon ſplen- 


dor attracted the eyes and envy of my 
competitors, who were the more im- 
placable in their reſentments, becauſe, 
notwithſtanding my marriage, I was 


as much as ever followed by the men 


of gallantry and pleaſure, 


among 


whom it is a conſtant maxim, that a 


woman never witholds her affections 
from her huſband without an- inten- 
tion to beſtow them ſomewhere elſe. 
I nevet appeared without a train of 
admirers, and my houſe in the country 
was always crouded with gay young 
men of quality. 55 | 

Among thoſe that cultivated my 
good graces with the greateſt Kill and 
aſſiduity, were the Earl C „and 
Mr. 8 „ brother to Lord F. 
The former of whom, in tlie courſe 
of his addreſſes, treated me with an 
entertainment of ſurprizing magnifi- 
cence, diſpoſed into a dinner, ſupper, 
and ball; to which I, at his deſire, 
invited eleven ladies, whom he paired 
with the like number of his own ſex ; 
ſo that the whole company amounted 
to twenty-four. We were regaled 


with a moſt elegant dinner, in an a- 


partment which was altogether ſuperb, 
and ſerved by gentlemen only, no li- 
112 © very 
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_ ſervant being permitted to come 
within the door. In the afternoon we 


ing attended by a band of muſick in 
a third z and enjoyed a delightful even- 
ing upon the river, till the twilight, 
when we returned and began the ball, 
which was conducted with ſuch order 
and taſte, that mirth and good hu- 
mour. prevailed, No diſſatisfaction ap- 


one old maid, ſince married to a ſon 
of the Duke of , who though ſhe 


an agreeable entertainment, was diſ- 
pleaſed that I ſhould have the honour 
of inviting her. 
thou ſelf-tormenting fiend ! How doſt 
thou predominate in all aſſemblies, 
from the grand gala of a court to the 
meeting of ſimple peaſants at their 
harveſt- home! Nor is the prevalence 
of this ſordid paſſion to be wondered 
at, if we conſider the weakneſs, pride, 
and vanity of our ſex. The preſence 
of one favourite man ſhall poiſon the 
enjoyment of a whole company, and 
roduce 'the moſt rancorous enmity 
* the cloſeſt friends. | 
© I danced with the maſter of the ball, 
who employed, all the artillery of his 
eloquence in making love; yet I did 
not liſten to his addreſſes, for he was 
not to my taſte, though he poſſeſſed 
an agreeable perſon, and a good ac- 
quired underſtanding; but he was 
utterly ignorant of that gentle pre- 
© yailing art which I afterwards expe- 
-* rienced in Mr. 8—, and which was 
© the only method he could have ſucceſs- 
fully practiſed, in ſeducing a young 
woman like me, born with ſentiments 
_ © of honour, and trained up in the paths 
of religion and virtue. This young 
« gentleman was, indeed, abſolutely 
© maſter of thoſe inſinuating qualifica- 
© tions which few women of paſſion and 
« ſenſibility can reſiſt 5 and had a per- 
« ſon ev 
6 theſe infidious talents. 
_ © acquainted with the human heart, con- 
* ſcious of his own power and capacity, 
© and exerciſed theſe endowments with 
© unwearted perſeverance. He was tall 
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embarked in two ſplendid barges, be- 


peared, except in the countenance of 
would not refuſe to partake of ſuch 


O baletul Envy! 


Ke 


way adapted for profiting by 
He was A 


© vigilance and attention. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


* with the moſt profound reſpect; which 
is the moſt effectual expedient a man 
can v#: againſt us, if he can find means 
to perſuade us that 1t proceeds from 
the exceſs and delicacy of his paſſion. 
It is no other than a ſilent compli. 
ment, by which our a comp liſnments 
are continually flattered, and pleaſes 
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ſtanding of him who pays it, 

By theſe arts and advantages this 
conſummate politician in love began 
by degrees to ſap the foundations of 
my conj u gal faith; he ſtole imper- 
e, into my affection, and by 
dint of opportunity, which he well 
knew how to improve, triumphed, at 
laſt, over all his rivals. 

Nor was he the only perſon that 
diſputed my heart with Earl C—, 
That nobleman was alſo rivalled by 
Lord C— H—, a Scotchman, who 
had been an intimate and relation of 
my former huſband. Him I would 
have preferred to moſt of his compe- 
titors, and adually coquetted with 
him for ſome time: but the amour 
was interrupted by his going to Ire- 
land ; upon which occaſion, under- 
ſtanding that he was but indifferently 
provided with money, I made him a 
preſent of a gold ſnuff-box, in which 
was incloſed a bank-note ; a trifling 
mark of my eſteem, which he after- 
wards juſtified by the moſt grateful, 
friendly, and genteel behaviour; and 
as we correſponded by letters, I frank- 
ly told him, that Mr. 8— had ſtepped 
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reſt of my admirers. 

This new favourite's mother and 
ſiſters, - who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, were my conſtant companions 
and, in conſequence of this intimacy, 
he never let a day paſs without pay- 
ing his reſpects to min perſon; nah, 
ſo ingenious was he in contriving the 


ther I rode or walked, went abro 

or ſtayed at home, he was always of 
© courſe one of the party: fo that his 
© deſign ſeemed to engroſs his whole 
| Thus he ſtu- 
died my diſpoſition, and eſtabliſhed 


in proportion to the ſuppoſed under. 


in, and won the palm from all tie 


means of promoting his ſuit, that whe. 


© and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly 
4 2 to my taſte, with large blue 
* eloquent. eyes, good teeth, and a long 
gallantry. His beha- 


* himſelf in my good opinion at the 
* ſame time. He found my heart was 
© ſuſceptible of every tender im reſſion, 
© and ſaw that I was not free from the 


Ra 


'* viour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, * vanity of youth; be had already ac- 
. © and all his advances were conducted Mee, from 


5 quired my friendſhip a wank q 
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though I affired him that it ſhould 


« which he knew there was a ſhort and 
« eaſy tranſition to love. By his pene- 
«tration chuſing proper ſeaſons for the 


theme, he urged it with ſuch pathetick 


« vows and artful adulation, as well 
« might captivate a young woman of 
my complexion and inexperience, and 
«© circumſtanced as I was, with a huſ- 


band whom I had ſuch reaſon to de- 


6 ſpile. | 
7 Though he thus made an inſenſible 


© progreſsin my heart, he did not find 


« my virtue any eaſy conquelt ; and I 
« myſelf was ignorant of the advantage 
© he had gained, with regard to my 
© inclinations, until I was convinced 
© of his ſucceſs by an alarm of jea- 
© louſy which I' one day felt, at ſee- 
© ing him engaged in converſation with 
© another lady. I forthwith recognized 
© this ſymptom of love, with which I 
had been formerly acquainted, and 
© trembled at the over) of my own 
« weakneſs. I underwent a ſtrange agi- 
© tation and mixture of contrary ſenſa- 
© tions: I was pleaſed with the paſſion, 
yet aſhamed of avowing it even to my 
© own mind. The rights of a huſband 
(though mine was but a nominal one) 
© occurred to my reflection, and virtue, 
© modeſty,” and honour, forbade me to 
© cheriſh the guilty flame. | 
When I encouraged theſe laudable 
* ſcruples, and reſolved to ſacrifice my 
love to duty and reputation, my lord 
was almoſt every day employed in 
riding poſt to my father, with com- 
* plaints of my conduct, which was 
* hitherto jrreproachable ; though the 
© greateſt grievance which he pretended 
to have ſuffered, was my refuſing to 
comply with his deſire, when he en- 
treated me to lie a whole hour every 
morning with my neck uncovered, 
* that by gazing he might quiet the 
© perturbation of his ſpirits. From this 
* requeſt you may judge of the man, 
* as well as of the regard I muſt enter- 
* fain for his character aud diſpoſition. 
f * During the whole ſaramer, I was 
f belieged by my artful undoer, and in 
the autumn ſet out with my lord for 
: Bath; where, by reaſon of the inti- 
f macy that ſubſiſted between our fami- 
: lies, we lived in the ſame houſe with 
my lover and his ſiſter, who, with 


* another agreeable young lady, ac- 


companied us in tis expedition. By 
this time Mr. 8— had extorted from 
me a confeſſion of a mutual flame; 
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never induce me to give up the valua- 
ble poſſeſſions of an unſpotted cha- 
racter, and a conſcience void of of- 
fence. I offered him all the enjoy- 
ment he could reap from an unreſerved 
intercourſe of ſouls, abſtracted from 
any ſenſual conſideration. He eagerly 
embraced the Platonick propoſal, be- 
cauſe he had ſagacity enough to fore- 
ſee the iſſue of ſuch chimerical con- 
tracts, and knew me too well to think 
he could accompliſh his purpoſe with- 
out ſeeming to acquieſce in my own 
terms, and cultivating my tenderneſs 
under the ſpecious pretext. 

In conſequence of this agreement, 
we took all opportunities of ſeeing 
each other in private; and theſe in- 
terviews were ſpent in mutual pro- 
teſtations of diſintereſted love. his 


correſpondence, though dangerous, 


was (on my fide) equally innocent 
and endearing; and many happy hours 
we paſſed, before my ſentiments were 


diſcovered. At length my lover was 


taken ill, and then my paſſion burit 
out beyond the power of concealment; 
my grief and anxiety became ſo con- 
ſpicuous in my countenance, and my 
behaviour was ſo indiſcreet, that every 
body in the houſe perceived the ſitua- 
tion of my thoughis, and blamed my 
conduct accordingly. | 

« Certain it is, I was extremely im- 
prudent, though intentionaliy inno- 
cent. I have lain whole nights by 
my lord, who teazed and tormented 
me for that which neither I could give 
nor he could take, and ruminated on 
the fatal conſequence of this unhap- 


py flame, until] I was worked into a 


fever of diſquiet. J ſaw there was 
ſafety but in flight, and often deter- 
mined to baniſh myſelf for ever from 
the tight of this dangerous intruder. 


But my reſolution always failed at. 
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the approach of day, and my de- 
fire of ſeeing him as conſtantly re- 
curred. So far was J from perſiſting 
in ſuch commendable determinations, 
that, on the eve of our departure from 


Bath, I felt the keeneft pangs of ſor- 
row at our „ bee ſeparation; 
d not enjoy our private 


and as we cou 
interviews at my houſe in town, I 
promiſed to viſit him at his own a- 
partments, after he had-ſworn by all 
that's ſacred, that he would take no 
ſiniſter advantage of my condeſcen- 
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© fon, by preſuming upon the oppor- 
© tunities I ſhould give. 

* He kept his word; for he ſaw I 
truſted to it with fear and trembling, 


was not affected, but the natural con- 
cern of a young creature, diſtracted 
between love and duty, whom, had 
he alarmed, he never would have ſeen 
within his doors again. Inftead of 
preſſing me with ſolicitations in fa- 
vour of his paſhon, he was more than 
ever reſpectſul and complaiſant; fo 
that I found myſelf diſengaged of all 
reſtraint, conducted the converſation, 
ſhortened and repeated my viſits at 
my own pleaſure, till at laſt T be- 
came ſo accuſtomed to this commu- 
nication, that his houſe was as fami- 
liar to me as my own. 

Having in this manner ſecured him- 
ſelf in my confidence, he reſumed the 
favourite topick of love, and warm- 
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vances on the ſubject, my heart be- 
gan to paniz when he ſaw me thus 
moved, he ſnatched the favourable 
occaſion to practiſe all his eloquence 
and art. I could not reſiſt his energy, 
nor even fly from the temptation that 
aſſailed me, until he had obtained a 


meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious 
expectation. Upon this condition I 


Reaven for my eſcape, fully deter- 
mined to continue 1n the path of vir- 
tue I had hitherto trod, and ſtine the 
criminal flame, by which my peace 
and reputation were endangered. But 
his idea, which reigned in my heart 
without controul, ſoon bafMed all theſe 
prudent ſuggeſtions. ; 
* I ſaw him again; and he reminded 
me of my promiſe, which TI endea- 
voured to evade with affected plea- 
ſantryz upon which he manifeſted the 
utmoſt diſpleaſure and chagrin, ſhed- 
ding ſome crocodile tears, and up- 
braiding - me with levity and indif- 
ference. He obſerved, that ke had 
ſolicited my favour for ten long 
months, without intermiſſion, andima- 
gined I had held out fo long oa vit- 
tuous motives only ; but now he could 
plainly perceive that his want of ſuc- 
. ceſs had been owing to my want of 
affection, and that all my profeſſions 
were inſincere; in a word, he per- 
fſuaded me, that his remonſtrances 
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and perceived that my apprehenſion 


but venial; for I confidered myſelf as 


ing my imagination by gradual ad- 


promiſe that he ſhould, at our nexs 


was permitted to retire; and bleſſed 


the ſacrifice I had made, and returned 


* were juſt and reaſonable. I could not 
© ſee the affliction of a man I Joya, . 
* when I knew it was in my power to 
remove it; and rather than fœrfeit his 
* opinion of my ſincerity and de, | 
« conſented to his wiſh. My heart now 
« flutters at the remembrance of the 
* dear, though fatal indiſcretion; yet] 
reflect without remorſe, and even xe. 
© member it with pleaſure. 

© If I could not avoid the cenſure of 
© the world, I was reſolved to bear ir 
* without repining ; and ſure the guilt 
© (if there was any in my conduct) was 


© a perſon abſolved of all matrimonial 
© ties, by the infignificance of Lord 
C „Who, thovgh a nominal hut. 
© band, was in fact a mere non-entity, 
I therefore contracted a new engagt- 
ment with my lover, to which I re- 
* folvedto adhere with the molt ſcripu- 
© lous fidelity, without the leaſt inten- 
* tion of injuring my lord or his rela- 
tions; for had our mutual paſſion pro- 
© duced any viſible effects, I would im- 
« mediately have renounced and aban- 
© doned my huſband for ever, that the 
fruit of my love for Mr. S—— might 
© not have inherited to the detriment of 
the right heir. This was my determi- 
© nation, which I thought juſt, if not 
« prudent; and for which I haveincur- 
© red the imputation of folly, in the 
opinion of this wiſe and honeſt gene- 
ration, by whoſe example and advice 
I have, ſince that time, been a little 
« reformed in point of prudentials, 
© though I ſtill retain a ſtrong tendency 
© toreturn to my primitive way of think- 
ing. 


When I quitted Mr. 8 


„ After 


& to my own bed, it may perhaps be 
© ſuppoſed that I ſlept but little. True: 
I was kept awake by the joytul impa- 
tience of reviſiting my lover. Indecd, 
I neglected no opportunity of Bying 
to his arms: When Lord —— was in 
the country, we enjoyed each other's 
company without interruprion ; but 
when he reſided in town our corre- 
ſpondence was limited to ſtolen inter- 
views, which were unſpeakably deli- 
cious, as genuine love preſided at the 
entertainment. 
© Such was my happineſs, in the courſe 
© of this tender communication, that to 
* this day I remember it with pleaſure, 
6 though it has coſt me dear in the ſe- 
f : U que , 
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e quel, and was at that time enjoyed at 
1 conſiderable expence; for I devoted 
myſelf ſo entirely to my lover, who 
was defirous of engroſſing my time and 
thoughts, thatmy acquaintance, which 
was Very numerous, juſtly accuſed me 
of neglecl, and of conſequence cooled 


in their friendſhips : but T was all for 


A 


R «a a 


© lywe, or the world well loſt. And 


«© weile the ſame opportunity to offer, 


« ] would act the ſame conduct over | 


6 again. | | 
«© Some there are who poſſibly may 
© wonder how I could love twice with 
« {1ch violence of affection: but all ſuch 
t obſervers muſt be unacquainted with 
© the human heart. Mine was natu- 
« rally adapted for the tender paſſions, 


and kad been ſo fortunate, ſo cheriſh. 


ed in it's firſt impreſſions, that it felt 
* with joy the ſame ſenſations revive, 
* when influenced by the {ame engaging 
« qualifications. Certain it is, I loved 
© the ſecond time as well as the firſt, and 
© better was impoſſible. I gave up my 
© all for both: fortune and my father's 
© favour for the one; reputation, friends, 
© and forturie, for the other. Yet, not- 
* withſtanding this intimate connection, 
I did not relinquiſh the world all at 
once; on the contrary, I ſtill appear- 
ed at court, and attracted the notice 
and approbation of my royal patroneſs; 
© I danced with the P of W—, 
a circumitance which ſo nearly affect- 
© ed Mr. S——, who was preſent, that, 
in order to manifeſt his reſentment, he 
* choſe the uglieſt woman in the ball for 
* his partner; and I no ſooner perceived 


his uneaſineſs than I gave over, with 


* a viewof appeaſing his diſpleaſure. 
Without repeating particular cir- 
* cumſtances, let it ſuffice to ſay, our 
* mutual paſſion was a perfe& copy of 
that which had ſubſiſted between me 
and my dear Lord W m. It was 
* falous, melting, and delicate, and 
* chequered with little accidents, which 
* ſerve to animate and maintain the 
* flame in it's firſt ardency of rapture. 
When my lover was fick, I attended 
and nurſed him with indefatigable ten- 
: derneſs and care; and during an in- 
diſpoſition which I caught in the per- 
„ formance of this agreeable office, he 
diſcharged the obligation with all the 
wvarmth of ſympathy and love. 
It was, however, judged neceſſary 


6 by the phyſicians, that I ſhould ule. 


the Bath waters for the recoyęry of 
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my health; and I ſet out for that 


place, glad of a pretence to be abſent 
from Lord „ with whom I lived 
on very unhappy terms. He had, 


about nine months after our marriage, 


defired that we might ſleep in ſeparate 
beds, and gave a very whimſical rea- 
ſon for this propoſal. 
immenſity of his love deprived him of 
the power of gratification, and that 
ſome commerce with an object, to 
which his heart was not attached, 
might, by diminiſhing the tranſports 
of his ſpirits, recompole his nerves, 
and enable him to enjoy the fruits of 
his good fortune. | 

© You may be ſure I made no objec- 
tions to this plan, which was imme- 
diately put in execution. 
his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury 
Lane, whoſe name (as he told me) 


extract {ome money from her patient; 


but his infirmity was beyond the 


power of her art, though ſhe made 
ſome miſchiet between us; and I com- 
municated my ſuſpicion to Duke 
H » who intended to have expoſ- 
tulated with her upon the ſub:eRt; 
but ſhe got intimation of his dzſign, 
and ſaved him the trouble, by a pre- 
cipitate retreat. | | 
After my return from the Bath, 
where Mr. 8 and I had lived 
happily, until we were interrupted by 
the arrival of my huſband, his lora- 
ſhip expreſſed an inclination to be my 
bedfellow again. In this particular L 
defired to be excuſe#; I would net 
be the firſt to propoſe the ſeparation, 
which, though uſual in other coun- 
tries, is Contrary to the cuſtom of 
England, being unwiliing to furniſh 
the leaſt handle for cenſure, as my 
character was ſtill unblemiſhed ; yet, 
when the propoſal came from him, I 
thought myſelf entitled to refuſe a 
re union, to which I accordingly ob- 
Jected, * 


This oppoſition produced a quarrel, 


which roſe to a (tate of perpetual ani- 


moſity; ſo that we began to talk of 
parting. My lord reliſhed the expedi- 
ent, agreeing to add three hundred 
poundsa year to my pin-money, which 
(by the bye) was never paid; and [ 
renounced all ſtate and grandeur, to 


live in a (mall houſe that I hired at 


Caſe Horton, where I paſſed my timę 
for two months, in the molt agreeable 
| retire- 


He ſaid, the 


He made 


She made ſhift to 
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© retirement, with my dear lover. At 
length I was diſturbed by the intru- 
© ſion of my lord, who moleſted me 
© with viſits and ſolicitations to return, 
c pretending that he had changed his 
© mind, and inſiſted upon my compli- 
© ance with his deſire, 

I exhauſted my invention in endea. 
vours to evade his requeſt; but he 
rſecuted me without ceaſing : ſo that 
was fain to capitulate, on condition 
that he ſhould immediately ſet out for 
France ; and that he ſhould not pre- 
ſume to approach my bed till our ar- 
rival at Calais. We accordingly de- 


from infringing the leaſt article of our 
treaty, his lordſhip did not inſiſt upon 
his privilege before we reached the 
capita] of France, 

© Meanwhile, I began to feel the ef- 
fect of my paſſion in a very intereſt- 
ing manner, and communicated my 
diſcovery to the dear author of it, who 
would not leave me in ſuch an affect- 
ing ſituation, but took the firſt oppor- 
tunity of following us to France. 

© In our road to Paris, we ſtepped 
to viſit Chantilly, a magnificent * 
teau belonging to the Prince ef Conde, 
and there met by accident with ſome 
Engliſh noblemen, to whom I was 
known. The prince and his zſiſters 
invited me very politely into the gal- 
lery where they ſat. 
mented me on my perſon, and ſeemed 
to admire my dreſs, Which was alto- 
gether new to them, being a blue 
Engliſh riding-habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat with a feather. They 
were particularly well pleaſed with my 
hair, which hung down to my waiſt, 
and preſſed me to ſtay a fortnight at 
their houſe; an invitation which I 
was- very much mortified at being 
obliged to refuſe, becauſe my lord did 
not underſtand the French language. 
J was enchanted with the place and the 
company, the women bang amiable 
and the men polite ; nor were they 
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Mr. 8 calling at the ſame place 
a few days after, they rallied him on 
my account. | 

© When we arrived at Paris, the firſt 
thing I did was to metamorphoſe my- 
ſelf into a Frenchwoman. I cut off 
my hair; hid a very good complexion 
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myſelf to powder, which Thad never 


parted for that kingdom; and, far 


They compli- 


ſtrangers to my name and ſtory; for 


of my own with rouge; reconciled 
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uſed before; put on a robe with x 


not a foreigner, fo compleatly was! 


moſt laviſh encomiums, according ty 


pairs, in the ſummer-ſeaſon, for the 


duke, at one end of the town: the lower 


large hoop; and went to the Thyil}. 
ries full of ſpirits and joy; for x 
that timeevery thing conſp!red to mais 
me happy. I had health, youth, aud 
beauty, love, vanity, and afflucnce, 
and found myſelt ſurrounded with 
diverſions, which were gay, new, and 
agreeable. My appearance drew upon 
me the eyes of the whole company, 
who conſidered me as a ſtranger, bit 


equipped in the faſhion of the French; 


and when they underſtood who I was, 


they applauded my perfon with the 
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their known politeneſs. 

After having made a circuit round 
all the publick places of entertainment 
in Paris, I was introduced into com- 
pany by an Engliſh family reſiding 
in that city; and, among others, be- 
came acquainted with a French lady, 
whoſe charms were remarkably at- 
tractive. The Duke of K—— vs 
her admirer ; but ſhe lived in reputa- 
tion with her mother and an agrees. 
ble ſiſter, whoſe lover was the Prince 
of C—— (for almoſt every lady in 
France has her aimant.) 

© With this charming woman, whoſe 
name was Madam De la T——, 1 
often made parties of pleaſure. | The 
duke, Mr. S-——, ſhe and J, uſed io 
meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which 
is a pleaſant wood at a ſmall diſtance 
from Paris, whither the company 1t- 


benefit of the air; and after having 
amuſed ourſelves among the groves, 
embarked in his grace's equipage, 
which was extremely elegant, veny 1 
calaſh drawn by ſix fine long tailed 
greys, adorned with ribbands in the 
French taſte ; and thus we were con. 
ducted to a little enchanted, or at |:af 
enchanting palace, poſſeſſed by tte 


apartment, appropriated to me, was 
furniſhed with yellow and filver; tue 
bed ſurrounded with looking glaſſes, 
and the door opened into the garden, 
laid out in a cradle-walk, and intet - 
vening parterres of roſes and other 
flowers. 8 ſtairs my female N 
panion lodge; in a chamber furniſhe 
with chintz. We ſupped all together in 
the ſaloon, which, though ſmall, #8 
perfectly elegant. The 1 as 

bs q . = 
always good-humoured, the. Hem 
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« fation ſprightly and joyous, and the 
C _— ork often repeated, ſtill de- 
« Jightful and entertaining. 


© At other times, Mr. &——— and I 


t uſed to paſs our eyenings at the palace 


of the Prince of C-——, which his 


© highneſs lent us for our accommoda- 
© tion, The apartments opened into 
dee gardens of the Luxembourg, and 
W «were, in point of magnificence, ſuit- 
able to the owner. Thither I uſed 
© to repair in a flaming equipage, on 
« pretence of viſiting, and ipent the beſt 
« part of the night with him, who was 
« dearer to me than all the princes in the 

world. 
© While I was happily engaged in 


t theſe raviſhing parties, my little lord 


© was employed in efforts to recover his 
c health by reſtoratives, and I know not 
what; for he ſtill lamented the enfee- 
bling effects of his paſſion, and com- 
© plained that he loved me more like an 
angel than a woman, though he ſtrove 
© to govern his affection according to 
the doctrines of the Chriſtian religion, 
as he regulated his life by the maxims 
© of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. 
© The meaning of this declaration I 
could never learn; and, indeed, I have 
© been often tempted to believe he had 
© no meaning at all. | 

© Be that as it will, I found my ſize 
{ yitibly increaſing, and my ſituation 
© extremely uneaſy, on account of the 


© perpetual wrangling which prevailed 


* betwixt us, in conſequence of his de- 
* firing to ſleep with me again, after we. 
© had parted beds for the ſecond time: 
and, that I might be no longer expoled 


to ſuch diſagreeable perſecution, I re- 
* ſolved to leave him, though at the ha- 


ard of my life. | 
Thus determined, I went to the 


8 Britiſhambaſſador ina hackney- coach; | 


* and, in order to diſguiſe my youth, 
which might have prepoſſeſſed him 
* againſt my judgment, muffled myſelf 
up in a black hood, which (as he faid) 
* Inſtead of lending an air ot gravity to 
my countenance, added a wildneſs to 
; Dy looks, which was far from being 
: diſagreeable. He had been a gallant 
„ man in his youth; and even then, 
; though well ſtricken in years, was not 

inſenſible to the power of beauty. 

his diſpoſition, perhaps, rendered 


im more fayourable to my cauſe, - 


though he at firſt adviſed me to return 
| 0 Wy huſband; but finding me obiti- 
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na:e, he undertook to ſerve me in my 
own way, and procure a protection 
from the French king, by virtue of 
which, I could live at Paris unmo- 
leſted by my lord, Nevertheleſs, he 
adviſed me (if I was determined to 
leave him) to make the belt of my way 
to England, and ſue for a divorce, 

I reliſhed his opinion, and conceal 
ed myſelf about three days in Paris, 
during which I borrowed ſome linen; 


for, as it was impoſſible to convey any 
thing out of my own houſe without 


ſuſpicion, I had neither cloaths for 
my accommodation, nor a ſervant to 
wait on me. . 

In this ſolitary condition I took 
the road to Flanders, after I had put 
my lord upon a wrong ſcent, by writ- 
ing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and travelled through an unknown 
country, without any other attendant 
than the poſtilion, being ſubjeted 
to this inconvenience by. the laws;of 
France, which are ſo ſevere in ſome 
particulars, that if any perſon had 
been apprehended with me, he would 
have ſuffered death, for going off with 


a man's wife; though any man might 


go to bed with the ſame woman, with- 
out fear of incurring any legal puniſn- 
meat. Rats 
I proceeded night and day without 
intermiſſion, that I might the ſooner 
reach Flanders, where I knew I ſhould 
be ſafe; and as the nights were exceſs 
Gvely cold, I was fain to wrap myſelf 
up in flannel, which I bought for the 
purpoſe, as 1 had no cloaths to keep 


me warm, and trevelled in an open 


chaiſe, While we paſled through 
dreary woods, quite remote from the 


habitations of men, I was not without 


apprehenſion of being ſtripped and 


murdered by the poſtilion; and in all 
probability, owed my ſafety to the 


indigence of my appearance, which 
might alſo protect me in two miſerable 
places where I was obliged to lie, be- 
fore I got out of the territories of 
France; for, as I could not reach the 
great towns where intended to lodge, 
I was under the veceſſity of putting 
up at little wretched hovels, where na 
proviſion was to be had, but ſour 
brown bread, and ſourer cheeſe; and 
every thing ſeemed to denote the dens 
of deſpair and aſſaſſination. 


© I made ſhift, however, to ſubſiſt on 
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this fare, uncomfortable as 
| con- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


& © confided in the meanneſs of my equi- « ſatisfaQtion and diſpleaſure never de. 


© page for the ſecurity of my perſon z 
A © and at length arriving at Bruſſels, 
c fixed my quarters in the Hotel de 
© Flandre,(fo well known to the Engliſh 
* fince) where I thought myſelf ex- 
© tremely happy in the accompliſhment 
© of my flight, 
T had not been full two days in this 
place, when I was bleſſed with the 
ſight of my lover, who followed me 
on the wings of love, in purſuance. of 
the plan we had projected before my 
departure from Paris. Here we con- 
certed meaſures for proceeding to Eng- 
land, I hired a tall, fine Mere, 
for a maid; and ſetting out for Oſtend, 
we embarked iti a veſſel, in which Mr. 
S—— had beſpoke our paſſage. Our 
voyage was ſhort and proſperous, and 
the time moſt agreeably ſpent in the 
company of my dear partner, who was 
a moſt engaging man in all reſpects, 
as I dare ay my Lady O— has 
fince found him. Ns 
© I aſſumed a fictitious name, took 
private lodgings in Poland Street, re- 
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for ſeparation againſt my lord. I 
communicated the reaſon of my elope - 
ment to my father, who was ſhocked 
and ſurprized at my conduct, which 


row and reſentment. But the ſtep 
was taken; nor did I repent of what 
T had done, except on his account, 

© In the morning after my arrival at 
London, I waited upon the lord chief 


T 


uſage I had received from my lord, 
whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, 


his behaviour was a ſtrange compound 
of madneſs and folly, ſeaſoned with a 
fmall proportion of ſenſe: no wonder, 
then, that I, who am hot and haſty, 
"ſhould be wretched, under the perſe- 
cution of ſuch a perverſe humouriſt, 
who uſed to terrify me, and ſcoldtat 
me the whole night without intermiſ- 
* fion, and ſhake my pillow from time 
© to time, that I might not ſleep, while 
he tormented me with his diſagreeable 
© expoſtulations. I have been often 
© frightened almoſt out of my ſenſes, at 
« feeing him convulſed with the moſt 
© unreaſonable paſſion; and chagrined 
' © to the higheſt degree of diſguſt, to 
s find,” (by repeated obſervation) his 
© ditpoſition fo prepoſterous, that his 
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rained lawyers, and commenced a ſuit 


he condemned with expreſſions of ſor- 
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juſtice, to whom I complained of the 


and intolerably capricious. Indeed, 
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pended upon the cauſe he had to be 


ſatisfied or diſobliged; but, on the 
contrary, when he had moſt reaſon 0 
be pleaſed, he was always moſt dic. 
contented, and very often in 200d. 


humour, when he bad reaſon enough 


for vexation. | 

© While I lived in Poland Street, [ 
was engaged with lawyers, and ſo 
often viſited by my father, that I could 
not dedicate my whole time, as uſual, 
to my lover; nor was it convenient 
that he ſhould be ſcen in my com. 


pany; he therefore took a ſmali houſe 


at Camberwell, whither I went a; 
often as I had an opportunity; and 
maintained tne correſpondence with 
ſuch eagerneſs and induſtry, that al. 
though I was fix months gone with 
child, ] have often, by inyſeif, ſet out 
for his habitation in a hackney-coach 
at eleven o'clock at night, and return- 
ed by fix in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed, when my fa. 
ther came to ſee me; for I concealed 
my amour, as well as the effects of it, 


from his knowledge, and frequently 


took water from the Bridge, that my 
motions might not be diſcovered. 
Nothing but the moſt paſſionate love 
could have ſupported my ſpirits under 
ſach viciſſitudes of fatigue, or enabled 
my admirer to ſpend whole days by 
himſelf in ſuch a ſolitary retirement, 

© By this time, my lord was arrived 
in England, and employed in diſcover: 
ing the place of my retreat; ſo that 

I lived in continual alarm, and pro- 
vided myſelf with a ſpeaking trumpet, 
which ſtood by my bed-ſide, to be 
uicd in calling for aſſiſtance, in cale 
my purſuer ſhould make an attack 
upon my lodgings. : 

© This ſituation being extremely un- 
comfortable, I had no fooner vegan 
my proceſs againſt him, than I put 
mylelfentircly under the protection of 
Mr. 8 , who conducted me tothe 
houſe of a friend of his who lived in 
the country, where I was ſecure from 
the attempts of my huſband. 

* The world had now given me p, 
and I renounced the world with ti 
moſt perfect reſignation. 1 weighed 
in my own breaſt what 1 ſhould lol 
in point of character, with what ! ſvt- 
fered in my peace at home, and found, 
that my reputation was not io be pie. 
leryed, except at the expence of my 


« quiet, 1 
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b aniet, (for his lordſhip was not diſ- 
'4 quiet, (f make me eaſy, had I been 
« over fo diſcreet.) I therefore deter- 
e mined to give up a few ceremonial 
« viſits, and empty profeſſions, for the 
more (ubſtantial enjoyments of life. 
We paſſed our time very agreeably, 
« in various amuſements, with this 
« friend of Mr. S——, until the term 
© of my reckoning was almoſt expired, 
then returned to London, and took 
« lodgings in SouthamptonStreet, where 


] began to make preparations for the 


approaching occaſion, Here I pro- 
« poſed to live with the utmoſt cireum- 
© ſpeftion. I diſguiſed my name, ſaw 
© nobody but my lawyer and lover, and 
© never approached the window, leſt I 
« ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 

« Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, 
© my French maid, whom I had ſent for 
© ſome of my cloaths, was dogged in 
© her return, and next morning my lord 
© took my lodgings by ſtorm. Had he 
« given the aſſault in his own perſon 
© only, I make no doubt but he would 
© have ſuffered a repulſe, from the op- 
« poſition of the Liegeoiſe, who made all 


© the reſiſtance in her power, but was 


* obliged togivewayto{uperiornumber, 


© I was at that time a- bed, and hear- 


ing an unuſual noiſe below, rung my 
© bell, in order to know the cauſe of 
© ſuch diſturbance. Idre my curtain 
at the ſame time, and who ſhould I tee 
entering my chamber but his lordſhip, 
attended by a conſtable, and the foot- 
man who had diſcovered my retreat ! 


- 


— a „„ 


* Such an unexpected viſit could not 
fail to affect me with ſurprize and con- 


ſternation: however, I ſummoned all 
my fortitude to my aid, and perceiving 
the tellows were about to open my 
window-ſhutters, deſired their princi- 
pal to order them down ftairs. He 
readily complied with my requeſt, 


told me with an air of triumph, that 


ly owned that I was heartily ſorry 
for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraid- 
ing me with my eſcape, he proceed - 
ed to entertain me with all the news 
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articles of intelligence, giving me to 
; underſtand, that he bad challenged 
| Mr, 8—, who refuſed to fight him, 
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and fitting down by my bed-fide, 
he had found me at laſt; and I frank- 


in town, and gave me a minute detail 
of every thing which had happened to 
him ſinct our parting; among other 


* 
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ſettle his affairs, and pay 


if he would go down ſtairs, I would 


nothing had happened to interrupt the 


and ſucceeded in my attempt accord- 
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and was in Gr with the Prince 
of W on that account. 

© But here his lordſhip did not ſtri&- 
ly adhere to the naked truth: he had, 
indeed, before our departure from the 
country, gone to my lover, and in- 
ſiſted upon having fatisfaCtion in 
Hyde Park, two days from the date 
of his demand, and at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, S——, believing 
him in earneſt, accepted the invitation; 
though he obſerved, that theſe affairs 
could not be diſcuſſed too ſoon, and 
wiſhed the time of meeting might be 
at an earlier hour, But his lordſhip 
did not chuſe to alter the circumſtances 
of his firſt propoſal; and when he 
went away, {aid he ſhould expect him 
at the appointed time and place, if it 
did not rain, 

His antagoniſt gave me an account 
of the converſation, when I aſſured 
him the whole buſineſs would end in 
ſmoke. Accordingly, my lord ſent 
him a letter on Monday, deliring that 
the aſſignation might be deferred t. 
Thurſday, that he might have time to 
8— an 
hundred pounds, which he had for- 
merly borrowed of him. When Thurſ- 
day came, he was favoured with an- 
other epiſtle, importing, that the chal- 
lenger had changed his mind, and 
would ſeek ſatisfaction at law. Thus 
ended that heroick exploit, which his 
lordſhip now boaſted of with ſuch ar- 
rogant miſrepreſentation. 

« While he regaled me with theſe in- 
tereſting particulars, I was contriving 
a ſcheme to fruſtrate the diſcovery he 
had made: ſo that I did not contra- 
dict his aſſertions; but told him, that 


riſe and come to breakfaſt, He con- 
ſented to this propoſal with great 
chearfulne(s; and I own, I was not a 
little ſurprized to find him, at this firſt 
interview, in as good a humour, as if 


felicity of our matrimonial union, 
It coſt me ſome invention to con- 
ceal my condition from his notice 
being now within a week of the ex- 
peed criſis: but I knew I had to do 
with a man of no great penetration, 
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ingly. We breakfaſted with great 
harmony; and invited Him to dinner, 
after having prevailed upon him to 
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ſend away his myrmidons, whom, 
nevertheleſs, he ordered to return at 
eleven o'clock at night. We con- 
verſed together with great gaiety and 
mirth. When Trallied him for viſit- 
ing me in ſuch a diſhabille, he ſtood 
a-tiptoe to view himſelf in the glaſs; 
and owning I was in the right, ſaid 
he would go and dreſs himſelf before 
© dinner. | | | 
He accordingly went away, charg- 
ing. my maid to give him entrance at 
© his return; and he was no ſooner 
© gone than I wrote to Mr. S „giv- 
© ing him an account of what had hap- 
© pened, Then, without having deter— 
© mined upon any certain plan, I hud- 
© dled on my cloaths, muffled myſelf 
© up, and calling a chair, went to the 
© next tavern, where I ſtayed no longer 
© than was ſufficient to change my ve- 
© hicle; and, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
drawers, who could- not conceive the 
© meaning of my perturbation, pro- 
ceeded toa ſhop in the neighbourhood, 
where I diſmiſſed my ſecond chair, 
and procured a hackney-coach, in 
which I repaired to the lodgings of my 
lawyer, whom I could truit. Having 
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cumſtances of my diſtreſs, and con- 
ſulted him about a proper place of 
retreat, after ſome recollection he di- 
rected me to a liitle houſe in a court, 
to which, by the aſſiſtance of my lover, 
my woman and cloaths were ſefely 
conveyed that ſame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, 
© according to invitation, and did not 


„ „ „ „ „ „ „ „ „„ «„ „ „„ „ 


© ſeem at all alarmed when my maid 


told him I was gone; but ſtepped to 


© my lawyer, to know if he thought I 


© thould return. Upon his anſwering in 
© the affirmative, and adviſing his lord- 
© ſhip to go back in the mean time, 
and eat the dinner I had provided, he 
very deliberately took his advice, made 


© a very hearty meal, drank his bottle 


of wine, and as I did not return ac- 
* cording to his expectation, withdrew, 
in order to conſult his aſſociates. 
© This motion of bis furniſhed my 
s woman with an opportunity of mak- 
© ing her retreat; and when he returned 
6 at night, the coaſt was clear, and he 
rk. nobody in the houſe but a por- 
à ter, who had been left to take care of 
© the furniture, He was ſo entaged at 
© this diſappointment, that he made a 
« furious noiſe, which railed the whole 


=] 


made him acquainted with the cir- 
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neighbourhood, reinforced his eren 


with the authority of a juſtice of the 
peace, tariied in the ſtreet till thies 
o'clock in the morning, diſcharge 
a lodging he had hired at a barber'z 
ſhop oppoſite to the houſe from which 
I had eſcaped, and retired with the 
comfortable reflection of having done 
every thing which man could do to 
retrieve me. 

* The hurry of ſpirits and ſurprize! 
had undergone in effecting this retreat, 
produced ſuch a diforder in my con 
ſtitution, that I began to fear I ſhould 
be delivered before I could be pro- 
vided with neceſſaries for the occa- 
hon. I ſignified my apprehenſion to 
Mr. 8 „ who, with infinite care 
and concern, endeavoured to find a 
more convenient place; and, after all 
his enquiries, was obliged to hx upon 
a paltry apartment 1n the city, though 
his tender neſs was extremely ſhocked 
at the neceſſity of chuſing it. How- 
ever, there was no remedy, nor time 
to be loſt: to this miſerable habitation 
I was conveyed in a hackney- coach; 
and though extremely ill, bore my 
fate with ſpirit and reſignation, in 
teſtimony of my ſincere and indelible 
attachment to my lover, for whole 
eaſe and pleaſure I could have ſuffeied 
every inconvenience, and even {acri- 
ficed my life, 

* Immediately after I had taken pot- 
ſeſſion of my wretched apartment, | 
was conſtrained by my indiſpoſition 
to go to bed, and fend for the necel- 
fary help; and in a few hours a Jtv- 
ing pledge of my love and indifcretion 
ſaw the light; though tae terrors an! 
fatigue I had undergone had affected 


this little innocent ſo ſeverely, that it 


ſcarce diſcovered any viſible ſigns 01 
7% 

My grief at this misfortune was 
inexpreſſible: I forthwith diſpatchcd 
a meſſage to the dear, the anxious fa. 
ther, who flew to my arms, and ſhared 
my ſorrow, with all the gentlenels of 
love and parental fondneſs; yet cur 
fears were (for.that time) happily dif- 
appointed by the recovery of our in. 
fant daughter, who was committed i0 
the charge of a nurſe in the neig d- 
bourhood; ſo that I could every da, 
be ſatisfied in my enquiries about her 
health. Thus I continued a whole 
fortnight in a ſtate of happine!s and 


tranquillity, being bleſſed with the 
e » 6 converlation 
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« converſation and tender offices of my 
« admirer, whoſe love and attention I 
« wholly engroſſed. In a word, he gave 
« up all buſineſs and amulement, and 
« concentered al! his care and aſſiduity 
© in miniſtering to my eaſe and ſatis- 
faction. And ſure I had no caule to 
« regret what I had ſuffered on his ac- 
© count! | 
«© But this my agreeable ſituation was 
© one day diſturbed by a moſt alarming 
© accident, by which my life was drawn 
into imminent danger. The room 
under my bed-chamber took fire; 1 
© immediately ſmelled it, and ſaw the 
people about me in the utmoſt per- 
« plexity and conſteraation, though they 
would not own the true cauſe of their 
«© contuſion, leſt my health ſhould ſuffer 
in the fright, Nevertheleſs, I was fo 
© calm in my enquiries, that they ven- 
© tured to tell me my ſuſpicion was but 
too juſt: upon which I gave ſuch 
directions as I thought would ſecure 
« me from catching cold, 1n caſe there 
© ſhould be a neceſſity for removing me; 
© but the fire being happily extinguiſh- 
© ed, I efcaped that ceremony, which 
© might have colt me my hte. 
© it was ſurprizing, that the agitation 
of my ſpirits did not produce ſome 
fatal effe& upon my conſtitution; and 
© I looked upon my deliverance as the 
protection of a particular Providence. 
Though I eſcaped the hazard of a 
* ſudden removal, I found it was high 
time to change my lodgings, becauſe 
* the neighbours ruſhing into the houfe, 
© upon the alarm of fire, had diſcovered 
_ © my ſituation, though they were igno- 
rant of my name; and I did not think 
* myſelf ſafe in being the ſubje& of 
their conjectures. Mr. S — therefore 
* procured another apartment, with bet- 
* ter accommodation, to which I was 
carried as ſoon as my health would 
admit of my removal; and ſoon after 
* my lord wrote to me by the hands of 
; my lawyer, earneſtly entreating me to 
drop my proſecution, and come home. 
But I would got comply with his 
requeſt; and nothing was farther from 
intention than the defire of receiy- 
ing any favours at his hands. 
* Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot a moſt 
, curate ſearch for my perſon; in the. 
a courſe of which he is ſaid to have de- 
: tected ſeveral ladies and young girls, 
who had reaſons for keeping them- 
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ſelves concealed; and had like to have 
been very ſeverely handled for his im- 
pertinent curioſity. Being unſucceſs- 
ful in all his attempts, he entered into 
a treaty with one Sir R— II—, 2 
perſon of a very indifferent character, 
wito undertook to furniſh him with an 
infallible expedient to diſcover the 
place of my abode, if he would gra- 
tify him with a bond for a thouſand 
pounds; which being executed ac- 
cordingly, this worthy knight adver- 
tiſed me and my maid in the publick 
papers, offering one hundred pounds 
as a reward to any perſon who ſhould 
diſcloſe the place of our retirement. 

© As ſoon as the paper fell into my 
hands, I was again involyed in per- 
plexity; and being afraid of ſtaying 
in town, reſolved, with the concur- 
rence of my lover, to accept of an in- 
vitation I had received from the Duke 
of K , who had by this time 
arrived in England, with that lady 
whom I have already mentioned, as 
one of our parties at Paris. Having 
viſited my little infant, I next day 
ſet out for the duke's country-ſeat, 
which is a moſt elegant chateau, and 
ſtands in a charming ſituat:on. Mr, 
S followed in a few days; we met 
with a cordial reception; his grace 
was civil and good-natured, lived no- 
bly, and loved pleaſure. Madam La 
T—— was formed topleaſe: there was 
always a great deal of good company 
in the houſe; fo that we paſſed our 
time agreeably in playing at billiards 
and cards, hunting, walking, read- 
ing, and converſation. _ 

* But my terms of happineſs were 
generally of ſhort duration. In the 
midſt of this felicity I was overtaken 


by a moſt ſevere affliction, in the death 


of my dear hapleſs infant, who had 
engroſſed a greater ſhare of my ten- 


derneſs, than perhaps I even ſhould 


havepaidtothe offspring of alegitiinate 


contract, becauſe the circumſtance of 
her birth would have been an inſur- 


mountable mis fortune to her through 
the whole courſe of her life, and reu- 
dered her abſolutely dependent on my 
love and protection. | 
< Whiit I till lamented the untime- 
ly fate of this fair bloſſom, Lord 
came down, and demanded me as his 


wife; but the ſuit which I then main- 


tained againſt him deprived him, for 
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therefore the duke would not deliver 
me into his hands, 

In ſix months he repeated his viſit 
and demand; and an agreement was 
patched up, in conlequence of which 
I conſented to live in the ſame houſe 
with him, on condition that he ſhould 
never deſire to ſleep with me, or take 
any other mealure to diſturb my peace; 
otherwiſe I ſhould be at liberty to 
leave him again, and entitled to the 
proviſion of a ſeparate maintenance. 
To theſe articles I aſſented, by the 
advice of my lawyers, with a view of 


obtaining the payment of my pin- 


money, which I had never received 
ſince our parting, but ſubſiſted on the 


ſale of my jewels, which were very 


conſiderable, and had been preſented 
to me with full power of alienation, 
As to my lover, he had no fortune to 
ſupport me; and for that reaſon J 
was ſcrupulouſly cautious of aug- 
menting his expence. 


We had now enjoyed each other's 


company for three years, during which 
our mutual paſſiun had ſuffered no 


abatement, nor had my happineſs been 


mixed with any conſiderable allay, 
except that late ſtroke of Providence 
which I have already mentioned, and 
the reflection of the ſorrow that my 
conduct had entailed wpon my dear 
father, whom I loved beyond ex. 
preſſion, and whom nothing could 


have compelled me to diſoblige, but a 


more powerful flame, that prevailed 
over every other conſideration. As 
Iss now forced to break off this en- 
chanting correſpondence, it is not to be 
doubted that our parting coſt us the 
moſt acute ſenſations of grief and dil- 


appointment. However, there was no 


remedy: I tore myſelf from his arms, 
took my leave of the family, after 
having acknowledged my obligations 


to the duke, and ſet out for the place 
of rendezvous; where I was met by 


my lord, attended by a ſteward whom 
he had lately engaged, and who was 
one chief cauſe of our future ſepara- 
tions. My lord having quitted his 
houſe in town, conducted me to his 
lodgings in Pall Mall, and inſiſted 
upon ſleeping with me the firſt night; 
but I refoled to gratify his defire, on 
the authority of our agreement. 

© This diſpute produced a quarrel, in 
conſequence of which I attempted to 
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the preſent, of a huſband's right; and leave the houſe, He endeay 
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which ſhould eſcape the notice of the 


writing, I opened it with all the im- 


Heaven and earth! what did | feel 


leavouring to 
prevent my retreat, I fairly lock-d 
him in, ran down ſtairs, and calling 
a hackney coach, made the beſt of my 
way into the city, to my father's 08g. 
ings, where I lay, the family being in 
town, though he himſelf was in the 
country. I wrote to him immediately, 
and when he came to London, de. 
clared my intention of ſeparating from 
my lord; in which, ſeeing me oh. 
nate and determined, he at Jength 
acquieſced, and a formal ſeparation 
accordingly enſued, which at thattime 
I thought binding and immutable. 
© I was now ſheltered under the wings 
of an indulgent father, who had taken 
me into favour again, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that my commerce with Mr, 
S—— was abſolutely at an end, Ne. 
vertheleſs, though we had ſeparated, 
in all appearance, for ever, we had 
previouſly agreed to maintain our 
correſpondence in private interviews, 


world, with which I was again oblig- 
ed to keep ſome meaſures, 

© Our parting at the Duke of K— 
houſe in the country was attended 
with all the genuine marks of ſincete 
and reciprocal affection, and I lived 
in the ſweet hope of ſeeing him again, 
in all the tranſports of his former pal- 
ſion; when my lawyer, who received 
my letters,. brought me a billet one 
night, juſt as T had gone to bed. vce- 
ing the ſuperſcription of S——'shand- 


patience of an abſent lover: but how 
thall I deſcribe the aſtoniſhment and 
conſternation with which I was ſeized, 
when I peruſed the contents! Inſtead 
of the moſt tender vows and protelia- 
tions, this fatal epiſtle began vit, 
Madam, the beſt thing you can 40 15 
to return to your father ; or ſom? 
cold and killing expreſſion, to that 
effect. | | 


at this dire conjuncture! The light 
forſook my eyes; a cold ſweat be- 
dewed my limbs; and I was of 
whelmed with ſuch a torrent of ſorton 
and ſurprize, that every body mow 
believed I would have died under ie 
violent agitation. They endeavoure 
to ſupport my ſpirits with my F 
dravghts of ſtrorg liquor, which be 

no ſenſible effect upon my e | 


though for eight whole year? cok 


. 
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c k nothing ſtronger than water; 
' 171 muſt have infalliby periſhed in 
« the firſt extaſy of my grief, had it not 
«© made it's way in a fit of tears and ex- 
« clamation, in which I continued all 
« night, to the amazement of the fami- 
« ly, whom my condition had alarmed, 
« and raiſed from their repoſe. My fa- 
ther was the only perſon who gueſſed 
« the cauſe of my affliftion: he ſaid he 
« was ſure I had received ſome ill - uſage 
in a letter or meſſage from that raſcal 
© $.——, (ſo he termed him, in the bit- 
« terneſs of paſſion.) 

At mention of that name my agony 
« redoubled to ſuch a degree, that all 
«* who were preſent wept at ſight of my 
« deplorable condition, My poor fa- 


© ther ſhed a flood of tears, and conjur- 


« ed me to tell him the cauſe of my dif. 
« quiet ; upon which, rather than con- 
e feſs the truth, I amuſed his concern, 
t by Pon. that my lover was ill, 
© The whole family having ſtayed by 
© me till I was a little more compoſed, 
left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the mot᷑n- 
© ing; but I enjoyed no reſt: I revolv- 
ed every circumſtance of my conduct, 
© endeayouring to find out the cauſe of 
« this fatal change in S——'s diſpoſi- 
tion; and as I could recolle& nothing 


* which could juſtly give offence, con- 


© cluded that ſome malicious perſons 

had abuſed his ears with ſtories to my 

# prejudice, 7 85 
With this conjecture I got up, and 


* ſent my lawyer to him with a letter, 


* wherein I inſiſted upon ſeeing him, 
* that I might have an opportunity of 
* juſtifying myſelf in perſonz a taſk 
* which would be eaſily performed, as I 
* had never offended, but in loving too 
* well, I waited with the moſt anxious 


* impatience for the return of my meſ- 


* ſenger, who brought me an anſwer 
* couched in the coldeſt terms of civi- 
* lity which indifference could diate; 
acknowledging, however, that he had 
; nothing to lay to my charge, but that 
| vas for the good of us both we 
; ſhould part, He ought to have re- 
a lected on that before, not after I had 
g lacrificed my all for his love, I was 
f well nigh diſtracted by this confirma- 
„ en of his inconſtancy; and I wonder 

to this day how I retained the uſe of 

reaſon, under ſuch circumſtances of 
„ dorror and deſpair, My grief laid 
+ Abde all decorum and reftraint; I told 
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my father that 8 — was dying, and 
that I would viſit him with all expe - 
ditions | 
«© Startled at the propoſal, this care- 
ful parent demonſtrated the fatalconſe- 
quence of ſuch an unguarded ſep, re- 
minded me of the difficulty with which 
he had prevailed open my mother and 

ormer imprudence, 


ry me into the country next day, in 
order to effect a perfect reconciliationg 
but now I was on the brink of for- 
feiting all pretenſions to their regard, 
by committing another fatal error, 
which could not poſſibly be retrieved; 
and that for his part, whatever pangs 
it might coſt him, he was reſolved to 
baniſh me from his ſight for ever. 

© While he uttered this declaration, 
the tears trickled down his cheeks, and 
he ſeemed overwhelmed with the keen- 


eſt ſorrow and mortification; ſo it may 


be eaſily conceived what were the im- 
preſſions of my grief, reinforced with 
the affliction of a father whom I dear- 
ly loved, and the conſciouſneſs of be- 
ing the cauſe of all his diſquiet! I was 
ſtruck dumb with remorſe and woe; 
and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 


I told him how ſenfible I was of his 


great goodneſs and humanity, and 
owned how little I deſerved his favour 
and affection; that the ſenſe of my 
own unworthineſs was one cauſe of 
my preſent diſtraction; for ſuch was 
the condition of my fate, that I muſt 
either ſee S»—— or die. I ſaid, though 
I eould not expect his forgiveneſs, I 
was ſurely worthy of his compaſſion 
that nothing but the moſt irreſiſtible 
paſſion could have miſled me at firſt 
from my duty, or tempted me to in- 
cur the leaſt degree of his diſpleaſure; 


vailed, and would, in all probability, 
continue to the grave, which was the 


only abode in which I hoped for 


eee. 
While I expreſſed myſelf in this 
manner, my dear good father weyt 


with the moſt tender ſympathy; and 


ſaying I might do as I pleaſed, for 


he had done with me, quitted the 


room, leaving me to the cruel ſenſa- 

tions of my own heart, which almoſt 

burſted with anguiſh, upbraiding me 

with a fault which I could not help 

committing. | 

« I immediately hired a chariot 9 
179 * x, 
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had not my father's affection, which 
all my errors could not eff.ce, provid- 
ed an attendant. He ſaw me quite de- 
lirious and deſperate; and therefore 
engaged a relation of my own to ac- 


* 
W WW 


raſh expedition. 

Poring this journey, which laft- 
© ed two days, I felt no remiſſion of 
grief and anxiety, but underwent 
© the moſt intolerable ſorrow and ſu- 
© ſpenſe; at laſt we arrived at a little 
© houſe, called the Hut, on Saliſbury 
Plain, where, in the moſt frontick 
© agitation, I wrote a letter to 8 y 
* deſcribing the miſerable condition to 


* which I was reduced by his unkind. 


neſs, and deſiring to ſee him, with the 
* moſt earneſt ſolicitations. 

„This billet I committed to the care 
of my attendant, and laid ſtrong in- 
junctions upon him to tell Mr.S , 
c my injuries were ſo great, and my 
© deſpair fo violent, that if he did not 
* favour me with a viſit, I would go to 
© him, though at his ſiſter's houſe, where 
© he then was. | | 


coldneſs, and told my friend, that if 
I wovid return to London without in- 
ſiſting upon the interview I demanded, 
he would in a little time follow me to 
wn, and every thing ſhould be ami- 
cably adjuſted; but when the meſſen- 
ger aſſured him, that I was too much 
uunſported with grief to hear of ſuch 
a propoſal, he conſented to meet me 
m the middle of Salifbury Plain, that 
we might avoid all obſervation: and 
though I was little able to walk, I ſet 
out on foot for the place of aſſignation, 
my companion following at a ſmall 
cffance. PR, 
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When I ſaw him leading his horſe. 


down the hill, I colleed all my for- 
tod, and advanced to him with all 
the {pced I could exert; but when I 
made an effort to ſpeak, my tongue 
« denietit'sofficez and ſo lively was the 
r expreſſion of wnutterable ſorrow in my 
countenance, that his heart (hard as 
it as) melted at fight of my ſuffer- 
ings, which he well knew proceeded 
from the fincerity of my love. At 
length I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
enough to tell him, that I was come 


CE 2 „ 2 


ha ve proceeded, my voice failed me 
apain: but, after a conſiderable pauſe, 
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company and take care of me in this 


He received my meſſage with great 
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to take my leave; and when I would 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
© fix, and would have ſet out by myſelf, 


I found means, with great difien!ty, 
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to let him know how ſenſible I way 


of my own incapacity to retrieve his 
loſt affeQionsz but that I was willing 
(if poſſible) to retain his efteem, of 
which, could I be affured, 1 would 
endeavour to compoſe myſelf; that! 
was determined to leave the kingdom, 
becaule I could not bear the fipht of 
thoſe places where we had been ſo 
happy in our mutual love; and that, 
till my departure, I hoped he would 
vilit me ſometimes, that I might, by 
degiees, wean myſelf from his com- 
pany; for I ſhould not be able to fur. 
vive the ſhock of being deprived of 

him all at once. DE 
This addreſs may ſeem very hum- 
ble to an unconcerned obſerver; but 
love will tame the proudeſt diſpoſition, 
as plainly appeared in my caſe; for 
I had naturally as much ſpirit, or 
more, than the generality of people 
have. Mr. 8 was fo much con- 
founded at the manner of my be 
haviour, that he ſcarce knew what 
anſwer to make; for (as he afterwards 
owned) he expected to hear himſelf 
upbraided; but he was not proof 
againſt my tenderneſs, After ſome 
heſitation, he ſaid he never meant to 
forſake me entirely, that his affection 
was ſtill unimpaired, and that he 
would follow me directly to London, 
I impoſed upon myſelf, and believed 
what he ſaid, becauſe I could not bear 
to think of parting with him for ever, 


and returned to town in a more tran- 


quil ſtate of mind than that in which 
I had lett my father, though my heart 
was far from being at eaſe; my fears 
being ingenious enough to forſee, that 
I ſhould never be able to overcome his 


indifference. 
I took lodgings in Mount Street; 


and my maid having diſpoſed of her- | 
ſelf in marriage, hired another, Who 


ſupplied her place very much to my 


latisfaction: ſhe was a good girl, had 
a particular attachment to me, al 

for many years, during which ſhe 
lived in my ſervice, was indefatigadly 
aſſiduous in contributing to my tale, 
or rather, in alleviating my affliction: 
for, though $—— came up to 10% 
according to promiſe, and renewed A 
ſort of correſpondence with me for tho 
ſpace of five months, bis complaiſauce 
would extend no farther; and he gave 


me to underſtand, thai he had deters 
| mine 


« mined to go abroa d with Mr. v, 
« whom he accordingly accompanied in 
© his envoying to D——n. D 
« ] underſtood the real cauſe of this 
« expedition, which, notwithſtanding 
| « hisoaths and proteſtations of unahated 
« love and regard, I conſtrued into a 
« palpable mark of diſlike anddiſreſpe&; 
« nor could the repeated aſſlurances I 
© received from him in letters, mitigate 
« the anguiſh and mortification that 
« preyed upon my heart, I therefore 
gave up all hopes of recovering the 
6 happineſs T had loft: I told him, on the 
© eve of his departure, that he might 
exerciſe his gallantry a great while, 
© before he would mect withiny fellow, 
in point of ſincerity and love; for I 
© would rather have been a ſervant in 


© his houſe, with the privilege of ſeeisg 


e him, than the Queen of England de- 
© barred of that pleaſure. | 
© When he took his leave, and went 
© down ſtairs, I ſhrunk at every ſtep he 
made, as it a new wound had been in- 
© fliſted upon me; and when I heard 
' the door ſhut behind him, my heart 
died within me. (I had the ſatisfac- 
tion to hear afterwards, he lamented 
© the loſs of me prodigiouſly, and that 
© he had never been fo happy fince.) I 
* ſat down to write a letter, in which I 
© forgaye his indifference, becauſe I 
© knew the affections are altogether in- 
voluntary, and wiſhed him all the 
© happineſs he deſerved. I then walked 
' up and down the room in the moſt, 
reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my 
' maid, roſe at fix, mounted my horſe, 
and rode forty miles, in order to fa- 
tigue myſelf, that I might next night 
enjoy ſome repoſe. This exerciſe I 
daily underwent for, months together ; 
and when it did not anſwer my pur- 
pole, I uſed to walk round Hyde Park 
in the evening, when the place was 
quite ſolitary, and unviſited by any 
other human creature. | 
* In the courſe of this melancholy 
perambulation, T was one day accoſted 
by a very great man, who, after the 
firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not 
my intercourſe with $—— was at an 
end; and if I had any allowancefrom 
my huſband, To the firſt, of theſe 
queſtions, I replied in the affirmative ; 
; and to the laſt anſwered, that my lord 
. did not allow me a great deal; indeed 
j I might have ray Ri nothing at all, 
ut 1 was too proud to own my indi- 
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«© gence, He then expreſſed his wonder, 
© how one like me, who had been uſed 
„to ſplendour and affluence from my 
© cradle, could make ſhiftto live in my 
« preſent narrow circumſtances z and 
© whenlT told him that I could make a 
very good ſhift, ſo I had peace, he 
© ſeemed to lament my ſituation, and 
very kindly invited me to ſup with his 


wife at his houſe, I accepted the in- 


* vitation, without any apprehenſion of 
© the conſequepce ; and when I went to 
© the place, was introduced into an 


apartment, magnificently lighted up, 


I ſuppole, for my reception. 
After I had ſtayed alone for ſome 
© time in this myſterious ſituation, with= 


© out ſeeing a living foul, my inviter 


appeared, and faid, he hoped I would 
© not take it amiſs, that he and I were 
« to ſup by ourſelves, as he had ſome- 
* thing to ſay, which could not be ſo 
properly communicated before com- 
« pany or ſervants. I then, tof the firſt 
© time, perceived his drift, to my no 
© ſmall ſurprize and indignation; and 
© with evident marks of diſpleaſure told 
© him, I was ſure he had nothing to 


' © propoſe that would be agreeable ta 


© ny inclination, and that I would im- 
* mediatelyJeavethehovſe, Upon which 
he gave me to underſtand, that I could 
© not poſſibly retire, becauſe he had ſent 


away my chair, and all his ſervants 


© were diſpoſed to obey his orders. 

© Incenſed at this declaration, which 
© I conſidered as an inſult, I anſwered 
* with an air of reſolution, it was very 
© well ; I deſpiſed his contrivance, and 
© was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus 
© alarmed, he aſſured me I had no rea- 


* ſon to be afraid; that he had loved me 


© long, and could find no other opportu- 
« nity of declaring his paſſion. He ſaid, 
© the queen had told him, that Lord 
had renewed his addreſſes to me; 
© and as he underſtood from my own 
© mouth, my correſpondence with S—— 


© was abſolutely. broke off, he thought 


© himſelf as well intitled as another to 
© my regard, In concluſion, he told 
me, that I might command his purſe, 
and that he had power enough to bring 


© me ioto the world again with eclar. 


© To theſe advances I replied, that he 
« was very much miſtaken in his opi- 
nion of my character, if he imagined 
I was to be won by any temptations 
© of fortune; and very frankly declar- 
ed, that I would rather give myſelf 

71 
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cauſe. 


prince. 


Supper being ſerved, we ſat down 


together; but I would neither eat nor 
drink any thing, except a little bread 


and water; for I was an odd whimſi- 


cal girl; and it came into my head, 


that he might, perhaps, have mixed 


ſomething in the victuals or wine, 
which would alter my way of think - 
ing. Tn ſhort, finding himſelf baffled 
in all his endeavours; he permitted me 
about twelveo'clock todepartin peace, 
and gave vp his ſuit, as a deſperate 


This uncomfortable life did J lead 


for a whole twelvemonth, without 
| feeling the leaſt abatement of my me- 
Jancholy. 


Finding myſelf worn to a 
ſkeleton, I reſumed my former relo- 
lution of trying to profit by change of 
place, and actually went abroad with 


no other attendant but my woman, 
and the utmoſt indifference for life. 


My intention was to have gone to the 
South of France, where I thought I 


could have ſubſiſted on the little I had 


left, which amounted to five hundred 
pohnds, until the iſſue of my law ſvit, 
by which I hoped to obtain ſome pro- 


vition from my lord; and, Without all 
doubt, my expeCtation would have 
been anſwered, had I put this my plan 
in execution; but heing at Paris, 
from whence I purpoſed to ſet for- 
ward in a few days, I ſent to M. 
K——, who had been formerly in- 
timate with my father, and ſhewn ne 
many civilities during my firſt refi- 


dence in France. 


This gentleman favoured me with 
a vifit, and when 1 made bim ac- 
quainted witg my ſcheme, diſſuaded 
me from it, as an uncomfortable de- 


termination. He adviſed me to ſtay 


at Paris, where with good economy, 
I could live as cheap as in any other 


place, and enjoy the converſation and 


countenance of my friends, among 


which number he declared himſelf 
one of the moſt faithful. He aſſured 


me, that I mould be always welcome 


to his table, and want for nothing, 
He promiſed to recommend me as a 
lodger to a friend of his, with whom 
would live in a frugal and decent 
manner; and obſerved that, as the 
woman was well known and eſteemed 


by 
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© perſon, who could anſwer for m 
duct. Thus perſuaded, I very fim 


followed his advice; I (ay, fn 
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by all the Engliſh company in Paris, 


, » 


- 


© it would be the moſt reputable ſtep [ 


© could take, confidering my youth aq, 


* ſituation, to lodge with a credirah}, 


y con. 
ply 
| : ply 
* becauſe, notwithſtanding his repre. 
« ſentations, 1 ſoon found my money 
© melt away, without any pro'peR of 1 
* freſh ſupply. In lieu of this, howeye; 
© I paſſed my time very agreeab]y jn ſe. 
« veral Engliſh, and ſome French fami. 
c lies ; where, in a little time, became 
© quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of 
© company, and was treated with th; 
© utmolt politeneſs and regard: yet, in 
© the midſt of theſe pleaſures, many 4 
© melancholy ſigh would riſe at the ke. 
© membrance of my beloved $— 
© whom, for ſeveral years, I could nv 
{ recolle&t without emotion; but tine, 


company, amuſements, and change of 


place, in a great meaſure diſſipate 


. 
'© theſe ideas, and enabled me to hey 
c 


my fate with patience and reſignation. 
Oo my laſt arrival at Paris, I was 
ſurrounded by a crowd of profefſe ad. 
mirers, who fighed and flattered in the 
uſual forms; but, beſides that my 
heart was not yet in a condition 19 
contract new engagements, I was pre- 
poſſeſſed againſt them all, by fuppolins 
that they prefumed upon the know- 
ledge of my indiſcretion with S——; 
and therefore rejected their addreſſes 
with deteſtation and diſdain: for, as 
I have already obſerved, I was not to 
be won, but by the appearance of 
eſleem and the moit reſpectful car- 
riage; and though, by a falſe ſtep, I 
had, in my own opinion, forfeited my 
title to the one, I was reſolved to di- 
courage the advances of any man who 

ſeemed deficient in the other. 
In this manner my lovers were, one 
hy one, repulſed, almoſt as ſoon 28 
they preſented tnemſelyes; and I pre- 
ſerved the independence of my heart, 
until I became acquainted with a cer- 
tain peer, whom I often ſaw at tbe 
houſe of Mrs. P=—, an Engliſh lady 
then reſident at Paris. This young 
nobleman profeſſed * himſelf deeply 
enamoured of me, in a ftyle ſo difte- 
rent from that of my other admirers, 
that I heard his proteſtations without 
diſguſt; and though my inclinations 
were {till free, could not find in my 
heart to'diſcoumenance his addreſſes, 
| | © which 
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4 hich were preferred with the moſt 


© engaging modeſty, diſintereſtedneſs, 
« and reſpect. A 

By theſe never- failing arts, he gra- 
« dually conquered my indifference; an 
„gained the preference in my elteem 
0 from Lord C-—=y and the Prince of 
, who were at that time his 
© rivals, But what contributed (more 
© than any conſideration) to his ſuc- 
« ceſs, was his declaring openly, that he 
«© would marry me without heſitation, 
© as ſoon as I could obtain a divorce 
from my preſent huſband, which, in 
© all probability, might have been eaſily 
© procured; for before I left England, 
© Lord — had offered me five thou- 
„land pounds, if I would conſent to 
© ſuch a mutual releaſe, that he might 
© be at liberty to eſpouſe one Miſs 
« Wa— of Kent, to whom he then 
© made love upon honourable terms: but 
] was fool enough to refuſe his propo- 


fal, by the advice of S—— ; and wWhe 


© ther or not His lordſhip finding it im- 


« practicable to wed his new miſtrets,. 


began to make love upon another foot- 
ing, I know not; but certain it is, 
© the mother forbade him the houſe, a 
© circumſtance which he took ſo hein- 
© ouſly ill, that he appealed to the 
world in a publick advertiſement, be- 
© ginning with“ Whereas, for ſome 
„time, I have paſſionately loved Miſs 
® W—=, and upon my not complying 
with the mother's propoſals, they have 
„ tFned me out of doors; this is to 
« juſtify,” &c. . | 
This declaration, figned with his 
name, was actually printed in a num - 
her of detached advertiſements, which 
he ordered to be diſtributed to the pub- 
ick; and afterwards, being convinced 
* by ſome of his friends, that he had 
done a very filly thing, he recalled 
them at half a guinea a-piece, A 
: copy of one of them was ſent to meat 
- Paris; and I believe my father has 
dow one of the originals in his poſ- 
; leſſion. After this wiſe vindication 
oi his conduct, he made an attempt to 
' carry off the lady from church by 
orce of arms; but ſhe was reicued 
: by the neighbours, headed by her bro- 
ther, who heing an attorney, had like 


' to have made his lordſhip ſmart ſevere- 
ly for this exploit, | | 


0 


% NS AA K „ K K K K K „ K K&K 2a & K „ 


267 
reduced to the alternative of return 
© ing to Lord — again, or accepting 
© Earl B——'s love. Whenmy affairs 
© were brought to that iſſue, I made no 
© heſitation in my choice, putting my- 
© ſelf under the protection of a man of 
© honour, whom I eſteemed, rather than 
© ſuffer every ſort of mortification from 
© a perſon who was the object of my 
© abhorrence and contempt. From a 
© miſtaken pride, I choſe to live in Lord 
© B—y's houſe, rather than be main- 
© tained at his expence in any other 
c 
g 
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place. We ſpent ſeveral months agree- 
ably in balls and other diverſions, 
viſited Lord B k, who lived at the 
diſtance of a few leagues from Paris, 
and ſtayed ſome days at his houſe, 
where the entertainment was, in all 
reſpects, delightful, elegant, and re- 
fined. Their habitation was the 
rendezvous of the beſt company in 
France; and Lady B-——k maintain- 
ed the ſame ſuperiority in her own 
ſex, for which her lord is ſo juſtly 
diſtipguiſned among the men. ; 
* About Chriſtmas we ſet out for 
England, accompanied by a little 
North Briton, who lived with Lord 
B—— as his companion, and did not 
at all approve of our correſpondence z 
whether out of real friendſhip for his 
patron, or apprehenſion that in time L 
might ſupercede his own influence 
with my lord, I ſhall not. pretend to 
determine. Be that as it will, the 
froſt was ſo ſevere, that we were de- 
tained ten days at Calais, before we 
could get out of the harbour; and 
during that time, I reflected ſeriouſly 
on what my new lover had propoſed: 
as he was very young, and unacquaint- 
ed with the world, I thought my ſtory 
might have eſcaped him; and there- 
fore determined to give him a faith» 
ful detail of the whole, that he might 
not have any thing 30 reproach me 
Vith in the ſequel : beſides, I did not 
* think it honeſt to engage him to do 
more for me than he might afterwards, 
« perhaps, think I vs worth. Ac- 
cordingly, I communicated to him 


every particular of my life; and the 


© narration, far from altering his ſenti- 
ments, rather confirmed his good opi- 
nion, by exhibiting an undoubted 
proof of my frankneſs and fincerity, 
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f Meanwhile my new admirer had In ſhort, he behaved with ſuch gene- 
: made ſome progreſs in my heart; and “ roſity, as made an abſolute conqueſt 
my finances being exhauſted, I was * of my heart; but my love was of a 
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© different kind from that which had 
formerly reigned within my breaſt, 
being founded upon the warmeſt gra- 
titude and efteem, excluſive of any 
other conſideration, though his perſon 
was very agreeable, and his addreſs 
engaging. Wh | 
© When we arrived in England, I 
went directly to his country-ſeat, 
about twelve miles from London, 
where he ſoon joined me, and we lived 
ſome time in perfe& retirement, his 
relations heing greatly alarmed with 
the apprehenſion that Lord —— would 
bring an action againſt him; though 
he himſelf defired nothing more, and 
lived ſo eaſy under that expectation, 
that they ſoon laid aſide their fears on 
his account. 
We were viſited by Mr. H 
B-—, a relation of my lord, and 
one Mr. R 
with the little Scotchman and my 
lover, made an agreeable (et, among 
© whom I enjoyed hunting, and all 
© manner of country diverſions. As to 
6 Mr. H B—, if ever there was 


a a A 6 a K K K 


ta perfection in one man, it centered 


in him; or at leaſt, he, of all the men 
I ever knew, approached neareſt to 
that idea which I had conceived of a 
perfect character. He was both good 


genius, and the beſt of hearts, Mr, 
R—— was a very ſociable man, had 
a good perſon and cultivated under- 
ſtanding; and my lord was exceſſively 
good-humoured; fo that, with ſuch 
companions, no place could be dull 
or infipid: for my own part, I con- 
dutted the family; and as I endea- 
voured to pleaſe and make every body 
happy, I had the good fortune to ſuc- 


8 * 


fore he ſaw me, he heard I was a fool; 
but finding (as he was pleaſed to ſay) 
& that I had been egregiouſly miſrepre- 
© ſented, he couried my friendſhip, and 
5 corre ſpondence commenced between 
© vs: indeed, it was impoſſible for any 
$ perſon to know him, without enter- 
c taining the utmoſt eſteem and venera- 
© tion for his virtue. ; 

* 8 Atter J had lived ſome time in this 
© agiceable retreat, my huſband began 
©. to make a buſtle; he ſent a meſſage, 


* demanding me from Lord Boo; 


* . * * 2 
then came in perſon, with his night- 


© cap in his pocket, intending to have 


* ſtayed all night, had he been aſked, 


of the guards; who, 


„ WU Ü] W,WW‚nꝛ MW 


and great, poſſeſſed an uncommon 


ceed. Mr. B—— told me, that be- 
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with juſtice (ay, we were ever ſeen ts 


and attended by a relation, whom 
he aſſured that I was very fond 9 
him, and detained by force from hi 
arms. 
Finding himſelf diſappointed in hi 
expectations, he commenced a las. 
ſuit againſt Lord B=—, though not 
for a divorce, as we deſired, but with 
a view to reclaim me as his lay. 
ful wife. His lawyers, however, zt. 
tempted to prove criminal converts. 
tion, in boper of extorting money 
from my lover; but their endeavour, 
were altogether fruitleſs; for no fe. 
vant of Lord B-——$s or mine could 


treſpaſs againſt modeſty and decorum; 
fo that the plaintiff was nonſuited, 

« While this cauſe was depending, 
all my lover's friend's expreſſed fear 
and concern for the iſſue, while he 
himſelf behaved with the utmoſt reſo. 
lution, and gave me ſuch convincing 
proofs of a ſtrong and ſteady afteQion, 
as augmented my gratitude, and rivet. 
ted the ties of my love, which wa 
unblemiſhed, faithful, and ſincere. 
Soon after this event, I was ſeized 
with a violent fit of illneſs, in which 
{ was vifited by my father, and at- 
tended by two phyſicians, one of 
whom deſpaired of my life, and took 
his leave accordingly; but Dr. S——, 
who was the other, perſiſted in hit 
attendance, and in all human 25 | 
ance ſaved my life; a circumſtance 

by which he acquired a great ſh:ze of 
reputation : yet, notwithſtanding all 
his aſſiſtance, I was confined to my 
bed for ten weeks; during which, 
Lord B 's grief was immoderatt, 
his care and generofity unlimited. 
While I lay in this extremity, Mr, 
$——, penetrated by my melancholy 
condition, which revived bis tender- 
neſs, begged leave to be admitted t0 
my preſence; and Lord B—— would 
have complied with his requeſt, had 
I not. been judged too weak to beat 
the ſhock of ſuch an interview. My 
conſtitution, however, agreeably dil 
appointed their fears; and the fever | 
had no ſooner left me, than I #3 
removed to a hunting-lſeat hens 
ing to my lover, from whence, 4. 
ter I had recovered my ſtrength, 
went to B Caſtle, where we kept 
open houſe: and while we remaine 
at this place, Lord B—— received 8 
letter from Lord -——, dated * 
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her, challenging him to ſingle combat 6 tionable proof er my 


- May, upon the frontiers of France 
1 0 ales. This defiance was 
ſent in conſequence of what had paſſed 
betwixt them long before my indiſpo- 
ſition, at a meeting in a certain ta vern, 
where they quarrelled, and in the fray 
my lover threw his antagoniſt under 
the table. I counſelled him to take 
no notice of this rhodomontade, which 
| knew was void of all intention of 
performance z and he was wiſe enough 
to follow my advice; reſolved, how-. 
ever, ſhould the meſſage be repeated, 
to take the challenger at his word, 
Having reſided ſome time in this 
place, we returned to the other coun - 
try-houſe which he had Jeft, where 
Lord B. addicted himſelf fo much 
to hunting, and other male diverſions, 
that I began to think he neglected me, 
and apprized him of my ſuſpicion; 
aſſuring him, at the ſame time, that I 
would leave him as ſoon as my opi- 
nion ſhould be confirmed. | 

© This declaration had no effect upon 
his behaviour, which became ſo re- 
markably cold, that even Mr.R : 
who lived with us, imagined that his 
affection was palpably diminiſhed. 
When I went to town, I was uſually 
attended by his couſin, or this gentle- 
man, or both, but ſeldom favoured 
with his company; nay, when I re- 
paired to Bath, for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of my health, he permitted me 
to go alone, ſo that I was quite per- 
ſuaded of his indifference; and yet I 
was miſtaken in my opinion: but I 


had been ſpoiled by the behaviour of 


my firſt huſband, and Mr. $—, who 
never quitted me for the ſake of an 
a muſement, and often reſiſted the calls 
of the moſt urgent buſineſs rather than 
ps from me, though but for a few 
ours. I thought every man who 
loved me truly, would act in the ſame 
manner; and whether I am right or 
wrong in my conjectures, I leave 
wiſer caſuiſts to judge. Certain it 
is, ſuch ſacrifice and devotion is the 


moſt pleaſing proof of an admirer's 


paſſion ;. and Voyex moi plus ſouwent, 
S ne me donnex rien, is one ot my fa- 
vourite maxims. 
money, becauſe he is profuſe; he may 
be violently fond, becauſe he is of a 
ſanguine conſtitution z but if he gives 
me his time, he gives me an unqueſ- 


— 


% 


© two lovers at variance. 


A man may give 
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being in full 


« poſſeſſion of his heart. 
My appearance at Bath, without 
the company of Lord B „ occaſion- 


© ed a general ſurprize, and encouraged 
© the men 10 peſter me with addreſſes $ 


© every new admirer endeavouring to 
advance his ſuit, by demonſtrating the 
< unkind and diſreſpetful behaviour of 
© his lordſhip. Indeed, this was the 
moſt effectual ſtring they could touch: 
© my pride and reſentment were alarm - 
ed, and I was weak enough to liſten 


© toone man, who had like to have in- 


ſinuated himſelf into my inclinations, 


© He was tall and large boned, with 


« white hair, inclining to what is called 


* ſandy, and had the reputation of being 


© handſome, though I think he ſcarce 


© deſerved that epithet. He poſſeſſed a 


large fortune, loved miſchief, and 
© ſtuck at nothing for the accompliſh- 
© ment of his deſigns; one of his chief 
* pleaſures being that of ſetting any 
He employ- 
© ed his addreſs upon me with great 
© aſſiduity, and knew ſo well how to 
* manage my refentment, that I was 
* pleaſed with his manner; heard his 
© vows without diſguſt; and, in a word, 
« promiſed to deliberate with myſelf up- 
© on his propoſals, and give him an ac- 


© count of my determination in writing.” 


Thus reſolved, I went to Lord 
B , in Wiltſhire, whither I was 
followed by this pretender to my 
heart, who viſited us on the footing 
of an acquaintance; but when I re- 
flected on what I had done, I con- 
demned my own conduct as indiſ- 
creet, though nothing deciſive had 
paſſed between us, and began to hate 


him in proportion to the ſelf-convic- 


volved myſelf in a difficulty from 
which I ſhould not be eaſily diſen- 
aged. For the preſent, however, 
I found means to poſtpone my decla- 
ration; he admitted my excuſe, and I 
returned to London with Lord B, 
who was again ſummoned to the field 
by his former challenger. 
© H—d—n, governor, counſellor, 
„ and ſteward to this little hero, came 


© to Lord B-— with a verbal meſ- 


c 
c 
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c 
* 
o 
* 
6 
« 
© tion I felt; perceiving that I had in- 
4 
5 
« 
c 
6 
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o 


« ſage, importing, that his lordſhip had 


changed his mind about going to Flan- 


ders, but expected to meet him on 


+ ſuch a day and hour, in the burying- 
| * ground 
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Mr. B X 


upon Which Lord B-— 


B accepted the challenge, and 
gave me an account of what had\pail- 
ed; but he had been anticipated by 


the meſſenger, who had already tried 


tos alarm my fears, from the conſi- 
deration of the - conſequence, that I 


might take ſome meaſures to prevent 


their meeting. I perceived his drift, 
and told him plainly that Lord 
had no intention to riſk his perſon, 
though, he endeavoured. with all his 
might to perſuade me, that his princi- 
pal was deſperate and determined. I 
knew my little huſband too well, to 
think he would bring matters to any 
dangerous iſſue, and was apprehenſive 
of nothing but foul play, from the vil- 
lainy of H—n, with which I was 
equally well acquainted. Indeed, I 
ſignified my doubts on that ſcore to 
, who would-have attend- 
ed his kinſman to the field, had he- 
not thought he might be liable to 
cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen 
to Lord B-—, becauſe he himſelf 
was heir at law: for that reaſon che 
judicioufly declined being perſonally. 


concerned; and we pitched upon the 


Earl'of A——, his lordſhip's uncle, 
who willingly undertook the office. 

At the appointed time they went to 
the place of rendezvous, where they 


had not waited Jong when the challen- 


ger appeared, in a new pink ſattin 


waiſtcoat, which he had put on for the 


occaſion}, with®his ſword under his 
arm, and his ſteward by him, leaving, 
1nanhackney-coach, at ſome diſtance, 


à ſurgeon whom he had provided for 


the care of his perſon. Thus equip 


ped, he advanced to his antagoniſt, 


and de ſired him to chuſe his ground, 
told him, 
that if he muſt fall, it was not material 


which grave he ſhould tumble over. 


Our little hero finding him ſo jo- 


coſe and determined, turned to Lord 


A——, and deſired to ſpeak with 


him, that he might diſburden his con- 
ſcience hefore they ſhould begin the 


work of death. They accordingly 
went aſide; and he gave him to un- 


derſtand, that his motive for fighting, 
was Lord B——'s detaining bis wife 


from him by compulſion. The Earl of 
A aſſured him, he was egregi- 


<wvully miltaken in'his conjectuie; that 


his nephew uled, no force or vpdue 


© influence to kcep me in his heute; but gone, without underitanding the cable 
Ea $f | | 1 
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ground near Red Lion Square. Lord “ it could not he expected that he would 


© care of all the letters that thould come 


© turn me out of doors. 

* This explanation was altogether fi. 
e tisfactory to Lord » Who ſaid he 
< was far from being ſo unreaſonable 1 
© to expect Lord E would commit 
* ſuch a breach of hoſpitality; and a0 
© he deſired was, that his wife ſhould be 
left to her own inclinations. Upon 
* theſe articles, peace was concluded 
© and they parted without bloodſhed, 
At leaſt, theſe are the particulars of 
© the ſtory, as they were related by Lord 
e A „ with whom J laughed hearti. 
© ly at the adventure, for I never douht. 
© ed that the challenger would find ſome 
* expedient 10 prevent the duel, though 
I wondered how he muttered upreſo. 
* lution enough to carry it ſo far. 

* That he might nor, however, pive 
© us any more trouble, we reſolved to 
go and enjoy ourſelves in France; 
« whither I went by myſelf, in hopes of 
© being ſoon joined by my lover, who 
* was obliged to ſtay ſome time longer 
in England, to ſeitle his affairs. He 
« was ſo much affected at our parting, 
(though but for a-few weeks) thathe 
was almoſt diſtracted: and this af. 
«© fliction renewed my tendernels for 
© him, becauſe it was an undoubted 
© proof of his love. I wrote to him. 
Every poſt from France; and, 2s l 
© had no ſecrets, dehred hin to take 


© to his houſe, directed to me, after my 
departure from England. 

* This was an unfortunate office for 
© him, in the execution of which he 
© chanced to open a letter from Sir 
. 
© have already obſerved) I had ſome 
* correſpondence at Bath. I had, ac- 
© cording to my promiſe, given this 
« gentleman a decifve an{wer, 1mport- 
ing, that I was determine to remain 


© in my preſent ſituation : but as Lord | 


© RB—— was ignorant of my ſentiments 
© in that particular, and perceived from 
© the letter that ſomething extraordinary 
© had paſied: between us, and tht I 
© was earnelily ſolicited to leave bim, 
he was ſeized with the utmoſt conliert 
© nation and concern; and having pre- 
©. viouſly obtained the king's leave 1080 
© abroad, ſet out that very night for 
© France, leaving his affairs in the great- 
© eſt canfuſion. F 

„ Sm T.. hearing I was 


of 


„ with whom (as I. 


2 -» 


- 


. 


A „ 


 -ﬆa 


* totally rejected his rival, 
* approveof my behaviour to Sir T, 


PEREGRINE 


of my departure, took the ſame route, 
and both arrived at Dover next day. 

« They heard of each other's motions: 
each bribed the maſter of a packet- 


boat to tranſport him with expedition; 


but that depending upon the wind, 
both reached Calais at the ſame time, 
though in different veſſels. Sir TT 
ſent his valet de chambre, poſt, with 
a letter, intreating me to accompany 
him into Italy, where he would make 
me miſtrels of his whole fortune, and 
to ſer our directly far that country, 
that he might not loſe me by the ar- 
meal of Lord B=—;> promiſing to 


join me on the road, it I would con- 


ſent to make him happy. 1 ſent his 
meſſenger back with an anſwer, where- 


© in] exprefied ſurprize at his propo- 


als, after having gnified my reſolu— 


tion to him before I lett England. He 


was {carce diſmiſſed, when I received 
another letter from Lord B-——, be- 
ſceching me to meet him at Clermont, 
upon the road from Calais; and con- 
jaring me to avoid the fight of his ri- 
val, ſhould he get the ſtart of him in 
travelling, This, however, was not 
likely to be the caſe, as Lord B 
rode poit, and the other was, hy his 
corpulence, obliged to travel in a 
chaiſez yet, that I might not increaſe 
his anxiety, 1 left Paris immediately 
on the receipt of his meſſage, and met 
him at the appointed placez where he 
received me with all the agitation of 
joy and fear, and atked if I had ever 
encouraged Sir T—— A in his 
zadreſſes. J very candidly told him 
the whole tranlaction, at which he was 
meenied; but his indignation was 
ſoon appeaſed, when I profeſſed my 
penitence, and aſſured him that I had 
Not that I 


who (I own) as ill uſed in this af-" 


fair, hut ſurely it was more excuſa- 


ble to halt here, than proceed farther 
in my indiſcretion, | 


My lover being ſatisfied with my 


declaration, we went together to Pa- 
ris, being attended by the Scotchman 
whom I have already mentioned ; 
though I believe he was not over and 
above well pleaſed to ſee matters thus 
amicably compromiſed, The furious 
knight followed us to the capital; 
pſiſted on ſeeing me in perſon; told 
this North Briton, that I was actually 
engaged to him; wrote every hour, 
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and railed at my perfidious conduct. 
I took no notice of theſe delirious 
tranſports, which were allo diſregard- 
ed by Lord B-—, till one night he 
was exaſperated by the inſinuations of 
Mr. C , who, I believe, inflamed 
his jealouſy, by hinting a ſuſpicion 
that I was really in love with his 
rival. What paſſed betwixt them I 
know not, but he ſent for me from 
the opera, by a phyſician of Paris, 
who was a fort of ago-between among 
us all, and who told me, that if I 
did not come home on the inſtant, a 
duel would be tought on my account. 
* I was very much ſhocked at this 
information; but by being uſed to 
alarms from the behaviour of Lord 
— U had acquired a pretty good 
ſhare of reſolution, and with great 
compoſure entered the room where 


nion, whom I immediately ordered to 


withdraw. TI then gave his lordſhip 


to underſtand, that I was informed 
of what had paſſed, and thought my- 
ſelf ſo much injured by the perſon 
who had juſt quitted the apartment, 
that I-would no longer live under the 
ſame roof with him. 


Lord B raved like a bedlamite, 


taxing me with want of candour and 


affection; but I eaſily juſtified my own 
integrity, and gave him ſuch aſſurances 
of my love, that his jealouſy ſubſided, 
and his ſpirits were recompoſed, Ne- 
vertheleis, I inſiſted upon his diſmiſl. 
ing Mr, C——, on pain of my leav. 


ing the houſe, as I could not help 


thinking he had uſed his endeavours 
to prejudice me in the opinion of my 
lord. 
of friendſhip for nis patron, he cer- 
tainly acted the part of an honeſt and 
trulty adherent, But I could not eaſi- 
ly forgive him, becaule a few weeks 
before, he had, by my intereſt, ob- 


tained a confiterable addition to his 
allowance; and even after the ſteps 


he had taken to diſoblige me, I was 
not ſo much his enemy but that I pre- 
vailed upon Lord B to double 
his ſalary, that his leaving the family 


might. be no Cetriment to his for- 


tune. | 
© His lordſhip having complied with 
my demand, this gentleman, after hav- 
ing ſtayed three days in the houſe to 
prepare for his departure, during which 


I would not ſuffer him to be admitted 


into 


K * , <4 _ 5 Se — I. Bron - 
NN St; - L —_— REES. & --< 2 4%) — 
bt D 4 


1 
1 . 44-2; 1 C N — 
£ * ö DW" 2 22 I 1 - 
8 — — 222 n = — * Ry 1 pact "oo bd 
8 = = 2 2 PS A . ; * . 2 = . * TT 
a 7 1 2 * r d. — 5 BEE 2 £ _ 8 bs, 4 — = — 3 
I 2 ce nies = et Ie EE EET DD . Ss — 
— 8 N * — x Sa >. Ia JOG" 5 2 7 322 — £3 " 1 . * 
: = F: 5. UP. £ — J - * 2 2 - . 5 D — 1 2 
2 „ o» "Sh Ehs At 2 Z cc WES, 0 
J 2» | — wo 2 . c —_— x; : 2 * ' - a 
- — 6 2 * . ; 2 VN — 0 2 : 
” — 2 — 3 - * — 
* — oy 
. - 7 — 4 5 2 


was, with his compa- 


It his conduct was the reſult 
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with a fine young girl who was my 
companion, and I have never ſeen him 


ſince that time. 


© Sir T till continued furious, 
and would not take a denial, except 
from my own mouth; vpon which, 


* 


with the approbation of Lord B-—, 


I indulged him with an interview. 
He entered the apartment with a ſtern 
countenance, and told me I had uſed 
him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and begged his pardon accordingly. 
I attempted to reaſon the caſe with 
him, but he would hear no arguments 
except his own, and even tried to in- 


timidate me with threats; which pro- 


voked me to ſuch a degree, that I de- 
fied his vengeance, I told him that I 
feared nothing but the report of my 
own conſcience; that though I had 
ated a ſimple part, he durſt not ſay 
there was any thing criminal in my 


conduct; and that from his preſent 


frantick and unjuſt behaviour, I 
thought myſelf happy in having eſ- 
caped him. He ſwore I was the moſt 
inflexible of all creatures, aſked if no- 
thing would move me; and when I 
anſwered, *©* Nothing,” took his 
leave, and never afterwards perſecuted 


£ 


me with his addreſſes : though I have 


heard he was vain and falſe enough to 


boaſt of favours, which upon my ho- 
nour he never received; as he himſelf, 
at one time, owned to Doctor Cant- 
well at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy 
and diſtraction upon my account, he 
was loved with the ſame violence of 


paſſion by a certain Scotch lady of 


quality; who, when he followed me 
to France, purſued him hicher with 
the ſame eagerneſs and expedition, 


Far from being jealous of me as a ri- 


val, ſhe uſed to come to my houſe, 
implore my good cthces with the ob- 
ject of her love, and laying herſelf on 
the floor at full Jength betore the fire, 
weep and cry like a perſon berett of 
her ſenſes. She bitterly complained, 
that he had never obliged her but 
once; and begged, with the melt ear- 
neſt ſupplications, that I would give 
her an opportunity of ſeeing him at 
my houſe. But T thovght proper to 
avoid her company, as ſoon as I per- 
ceived her intention, 

We continued at Paris for ſome 
time, during which I contracted an 
ge | | 
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; into my preſence, made his retreat 


acquaintance with the ſiſter of Mah 
la T——, She was the ſuppoſed i. 
treſs of the Prince of C—. endoneg 
with a great ſhare of underſtanding and 
loved pleaſure jo exceſs, though ſhe 
maintained he! reputation on arefped. 
able footing, by living with her hul. 
band and mother. This lady percciy. 
ing that Thad inſpired her lover with 


paſſion, which gave me uneaſinels on 


hey account, actually practiſed all he- 
eloquence and art, in perſuading ne u 
liſten to his love; for it was a maxin 
with her, to pleaſe him at any re, 
I was ſhocked at her indelicate com. 
plaiſance, and rejected the propoſal as 
repugnant to my preſent engagement, 
which I held as ſacred as any nupti] 
tie, and much more binding than a 
forced or unnatural marriage. 

Upon our return to England, we 
lived in great harmony and peace; 
and nothing was wanting to my hap- 


pineſs, but the one thing to me the 


moſt needful; I mean the enchanting 
tenderneſs and delightful enthufz/m 
of love. Lord B——'s$ heart (I be. 
lieve) felt the ſoft impreſſions; and, 
for my own part, I loved him with 
the moſt faithful affection. It is not 
enough to ſay I withed him well; 1 
had the moſt delicate, the moſt ge- 
nuine eſteem for his virtue; I had an 
intimate regard and anxiety for his 
intereſt; and felt for him as if he had 
been my own ſon: but fill there was 
2 Vacancy in my heart; there was not 
that fervour, that tranſport, that ex- 
taſy of paſſion, which I had formerly 
known; my boſom was not filled with 
the little deity; I could not help te: 
calling to my remembrance the fond, 
the raviſhing moments, I ha paſſed 
with S——, Had I underſtood the 


conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures were 


happily exchanged for my prelent f. 
tuation; becauſe, if I was now de- 
prived of thoſe rapturous enjoyme"'s, 
I was alſo exempted from the cae 
and anxiety that attended them; but 
I was generally exsravagant in my h 
tions of happineſs, and therefurc con- 
{trued my preſent tranquillity into an 
inſipid languor and ſtagnation of life, 
While I remained jo this inactivi 
of ſentiment, Lord——, having 1. 
ceived a very conſiderable addition te 
his fortune, ſent a meſſage to me, 
promiſing, that if I would leave Lord 
B——, he would make me a _—_ 


: / 


PEREGRINE, PICKLE. 


5 of a. hou ſe and furniture, where I 
© ſhould live at my eaſe, without being 
© expoſed to his viſits, except when I 
„ ſhould be diſpoſed to receive him. 
« This propoſakhe made, in conſequence 
of what I had always declared, name- 


ly, that if he had not reduced me to 


© the neceſſity of putting myſelf under 
« the protection of ſome perſon or other, 
© by depriving me of ny other means 
« of ſubſiſtence, I ſhould never 

given the world the leaſt cauſe to ſcan- 
© dalize my reputation; and that 1 
« would withdraw myſelf from my pre- 


{ſent dependance, as ſoon $8 he ſhould 


© enable me to live by myſelf, I was 
therefore reſolved to beas good as my 
word, and accepted his offer, on con- 
dition that I ſhould be wholly at my 
own diſpoſal, and that he ſhould ne- 
ver enter my door but as a viſitant or 
common friend. | Nc, 
© Theſe articles being ratified by his 
word and honour, (the value of which 
I did not then know) an houſe was 
furniſhed according to my directions; 
and I ſignified my intention to Lord 
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© with this proviſo, that I ſhould con- 
tinue to ſee him. I wrote alſo to his 
relation Mr, B:; who, in his an- 
{wer, obſerved, that it was too late 
to adviſe when I was actually deter- 
mined. All my friends and acquain- 
tance approved of the ſcheme, though 
it was one of the moſt unjuſtifiable 
ſteps J had ever taken, being a real 
act of ingratitude to my bene factor; 
which I ſoon did, and always ſhall, 
regret and condemn. So little is the 
world 
affairs ! 4 5 ke, | 
When the time of our parting drew 
near, Lord B became gloomy and 
* diſcontented, and even intreated me 
do poſtpone myreſolution.; but I told 
; him, that now every thing was pre- 
; pared for my reception, I could not 
betrat without incurring the imputa- 
* tion of folly and extravagance, On 
f the very day of my departure, Mr. 


«a ., > a . a c % 42 


LY 


—— endeavoured, with all the ar- 


4 guments he could ſuggeſt, to diſſuade 
; me from my purpoſe; and I made uſe 
of the ſame anſwer which had ſatis- 


* fied his friend. . ag Tp deter- 
e burſt out 


© mi f 
mined upon removing, 


7 into a floodoftears,exclaiming—* By 


G, if Lord B 


* 


* 


never have 
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qualified to judge of private 
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expreſſion ; forthough I had been told 


that Mr. B — was in love with me, 


I gave no credit to the report, becauſe 
he had peyer declared his paſſion, and 
this was the beſt hint of it that ever 


eſcaped him in my hearing. I was 
therefore ſo much amazed at the cir- 
cumſtance of this abrupt explanation, 
that I could make no anſwer; but 
having taken mo leave, went away, 
raminating on the unexpected decla- 
ration. 8 : 5 


Lord B (as 1 was informed) 


ſpoke not a word that whole . Wi 
and took my leaving him fo much to 
heart, that two years elapſed Before 


he got the better of his grief, This 


intelligence Iafterwards received from 
his own mouth, and aſked bis for- 
giveneſs for my unkipd retreat, though 
I ſhall never be able to obtain my 
own, As for Mr. 'B——, he was 
overwhelmed with forrow, and made 
ſuch efforts to, ſuppreſs his concern, 
as had well nigh coſt him his life. 
Dr. S—— was called to him in the 
middle of the night, and found him 
almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſſed 
the cauſe, when he underſtood that 1 
had left the houſe : ſo that I myſelf 


was the only perſon concerned who 


was utterly ignorant of his affection; 
for I ſolemnly declare, he never gave 
me the leaft reaſon to ſuſpect it white 


I lived with his relation, becauſe he 


had too much honour to entertain a 
thought of ſupplanting his friend, and 
too good an opinion of me to believe 
he ſhould have ſucceeded in the at- 
tempt. Though my love for Lord 
B—— was not fo tender and-jntereſt- 
ing as the paſſion I had felt for S——, 
my fidelity was inviolable, and J ne- 
verharboured the moſt diſtant thought 
of any other perſon, till after T had 
reſolved to leave him, when (I own) 
I afforded ſome ſmall encourageinent 
to the addreſſes of a new admirer, by 
telling him, that I ſhould, in a little 
time, be my own miſtreſs, though L 
was not now at my own diſpoſal.” , 

LI enjoyed my new houſe as a little 


paradiſe: it was accommodated with 


all ſorts of conveniencies; every thing 
was new, and therefore pleaſing, and 


the whole abſolutely at my command. 


I had the company of a relation, a 
very good woman, with whom I ved 


in the moſt amicable manner; was 


viſited by the beſt people in town, (I 
| M m mean 
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mean thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies 
having long ago forſaken me;) 1I 
frequented all reputable places of pub- 
lick entertainment, and hada concert 
at home once a week; ſo that my days 


rolled on in happineſs and quiet, till 


live with him; and by the increaſing 


by turns, He offered to ſacrifice every 


all my ſweets were imbittered by the 
vexatious behaviour of my huſband, 
who began to importune me again to 


anxiety of Lord B=——, who (though 
I ſtill admitted his viſits) plainly per- 


ceived that I wanted to relinquiſh his 


correſpondence, This diſcovery raiſed 


ſuch tempeſts of jealouſy and deſpair 
within his breaſt, that he kept me in 


continual alarms : he ſant meſſages to 


me every hour, ſigned his letters with 


his own blood, raved like a man in 


an extaſy of madneſs, railed at my 


ingratitude, and praiſed my condu& 


thing for my love, to leave the king- 
dom forthwith, and live with me . 
ever in any part of the world where I 
ſhould chuſe to reſide. | 


4 Theſe were generous and tempting 


propoſals; but I was beſet with coun- 


ſellors who were not totally diſintereſt. 


ed, and who diſſuaded me from em- 
bracing the proffers of my lover, on 


. Lord — would be 


ighly injured by my compliance, I 


liſtened to their advice, and hardened 


my heart againſt Lord B. — s ſor- 
row and folicitations, My behaviour 
on this occaſion is altogether. unac- 


countable; this was the only time 


that ever I was a ſlave to admonition, 
The condition of Lord B would 


have melted any heart but mine, and 


E mine was one of the moſt ſenſible: 


e employed his couſin as an advocate 


with me, till that gentleman actually 
refuſed the office, telling him candid- 


ly, that his own inclinetions were 100 
much engaged to permit him to per- 
form the taſk with fidelity and truth. 


He accordingly reſolyed to avoid my 


preſence, until my lord and I ſhoujd 


- which was 


£ 
- 


come to ſame final determination, 


ſeverance of his lordſhip, who would 


not refign his hopes, even when I pre- 
tended that ee 

my heart, but ſaid, that in time my 
aflfection mightreturn, 
Our correſpondence, however, 


er man had engaged 


dually wore off; upon which 


- 


greatly retarded by the per- 


Mr. 


B.— renewed his viſits, and many 
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| agreeable and happy hours we paſ4 
© together. 


* other way than by the moſt profound 


allow my picture, which was in his 


whom he directed to aſk, if I intend- 


by accident at the ball. 


fo that his art 
he was the natural lord of my affec- 
I thought myſelf in a new world of 


tinued unimpaired tor the ſpace of 


was fonder of me, if poſſible, 


happy | 
lers ne woman had ever loved like 


SA a 4% «4 


a ſtrange caprice, I broke off the cot 


'Not that he, or any other 
perſon whom I now ſaw, ſuceeeded 
to the privilege of a fortunate lover: 
I knew he loved me to madneſs; but 
I would not gratify his paſſion any 
eſteem and veneration for his Virtues, 
which were altogether amiable and 
ſublime; and I would here draw his 
character mſnutely, but it would take 
up too much time to ſet forth his me. 
rits; the only man living of my zt. 
uaintance whoreſembles him is Lord 
—, of whom J ſhall ſpeak in the 
ſequel. 
© About this time, I underwent 2 
very intereſting change in the ſituation 
of my heart, I had ſent a meſſagets 
my old lover S-—, deſiring he would 


poſſeſſion, to be copied; and he now 
tranſmitted it to me by my lawyer, 


ed to be at the next maſquerade, 
This curiofity had a ſtrange effect up. 
on my ſpirits; my heart fluttered at the 
queſtion, and my imagination glowed 
with a thouſand fond preſages. I an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and we met 
I could not 
behold him without emotion; when 
he accoſted me, his well-known voice 
made my heart vibrate, like a muſical 
chord, when it's uniſon is ſtruck. All 
the ideas of our paſt love, which the 
lapſe of time and abſence had en- 
feebled and lulled to ſleep, now awoke, 
and were re- inſpired by his appearance, 

fol excuſes were tahly 
admitted: I forgave him all that [ 
had ſuffered on his account, pecauſe 


tion; and our former correſpondence 
was renewed, | | 


bliſs, in conſequence of this reco"- 
ciliation, the raprures of which con- 


four months; during which 2 
before; repeated his promiſe of mar- 
riage, if we ſhould ever have it in our 
power; aſſured me he had never * 

fince he left me; that he be. 


me; and, indeed, to have a notion 0 
my. paſſion for that man; you m : 
firſt have loved as I did: but throuß 


« rel) p ondenct 


— 


0 
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| out of apprebenfion.that - © I determined to leave the kingdom. 
YH Eat rk 9 From + * Accordingly, after I had ſpent the 
© his paſt conduct, I dreaded whatmight - © evening with him at Ranelagh, Iwent 
105 — and the remembrance of away about two o clock in the morn- 
« what I had undergone by his incon- ing, leaving my companion, with di- 
« fancy, filled my imagination with © rections toreſtoreto my lord his houſe, 
« ſuch horror, that I could not endure + © furniture, plate, and every thing he 
0 rs ſhocking proſpeR,' and ,prema-, had given me ũnce our laſt accommo- 
« rurely plunged my ſelf into cas ad s OW] ſo far my I, upon this occa« 
Bi endure. the tertors of ex - ſion, or at any other time of my life, 
3 3 I temembeted that his from embezzling any part of his for- 
c fneratiachrapatibegan in the ſeaſon : tune. My friend followed my in- i 
. of my proſperity when my . 0 : 1 moſt Ape rol * . 
1 in the zenith, and my youth in ids f al 0 F e . acKknowile ge 
| © prime and that he . 12 i, ns at the 1 
FFT 
became embarraſſed, and my circum- ” 
| « ſtances were on the decline; Iforeſaw © ders, whither the world was good. N 
Et apr eee - BOON 1 pared I followed 0 F 
E «Mm hu and, and feared, that! once — and tne Whole army, Which 
A the keenertranſports of our reconcilia- © happened to be ſent abroad that ſum- 
tion houldbe overyhis affect ion would a mer. Before my departure, Ilike- 
1 5 * eee 75 9 1 Y La, ra pag Ages ay the 
© In conſequence ot this delertion, Ire- | -plate, „ and a very con- 
FT ccivedaletier from him; acknowledg- : ſiderable ſettlement, of which he had 
J)%%% mw Tum wad on inlloterangs 
: Ws F wy 4 Ry e , + © integrity, which I thought due to a 
Meanwhile, Lord continued to man who had laid me under a 
act in the character of a fiend, tor- obligations; and though I have lived? 
© menting me with his nauſeous impor- to be refuſed a ſmall ſum both by 
© tunities-: he prevailed upon the Duke him and S——, I do not repent of in 
« of 1 ee bee „ dibntereſtefl behaviour; all 8 
« perſuading me to live with him; aſ- venge I harbouragainſt the laſt of theſe 
* ſuring his grace, that I had actually lovers, is the deſire of having it in my 
N er r of my PRO to 2 N good. 0 = n 4 . 
obedience, and that 4 would come 1 now found myleit adrift in the 
home the ſooner for being preſſed to * world again, and very richly dęſerved 
„% yo 7 id pen bor 
* preſentations, the duke honoured, me and in truſting to the word of Lord 
with g viſit;; and in the courſe of his © , without ſome farther ſecurityy 
; . L . char how ho hed but 1 dearly 85 for my ney 
been thus miſinformed : upon which © dence. The more I ſaw aoto:the cha- 
I ſent for Lord, and NG © rater of this man, whom deſtinyhath _ 
* ſence convicted him of the falſhtood, * appointed my ſcourge, the more was T = 
: n to his grace the ar- determined to RO his fellowſhip/and 
 ticle of our laſt agreement, Which ke * communigation;z for he and Harey. in 
did not think proper to deny; and the point of diſpoſition, as 2 ba 
| ing 
bu 
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* duke being undeceiyed, declared that * two principles in nature.,[n{th 
£ he would not have given me the trou- 6 lace, he is one of the moſ.unſorg:; but 
; ble. of vindicating myſelf, had he not bein that ever exiſted; When 1 
deen miſleq by the inſincerity of my * pleaſed ee be was alu, dif-. 
bod e ede een * af temper; butif be could findongal and 
Mr. H- V- and afterwards © never ſo innocent, he then difcetregns. 
nend father, in the. ſame talk; and 5 ſigns of uncommon ſatisfactiomangin 
* though lillagheredzomyfirſtceſoln- . content; becauſe, by this dütagrtgdboegt, 
1 tian, perſiſted with ſuch ohſtinae y ĩn his "i tem r, he baniſhed all company; Hom ad 
5 rourotomakemeuphappy..thac * his 1 ſe. He is extremely Wenk Cut 
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tended that anot 


mean thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies 
having long ago forſaken me;) I 
frequented all reputable places of pub- 
lick entertainment, and had a concert 
at home onte a week; ſo that my days 
rolled on in happineſs and quiet, till 
all my ſweets were imbittered by the 
vexatious behaviour of my huſband, 
who began to importune me again to 
live with him; and by the increaſing 
anxiety of Lord B——, who (though 
I till admitted his viſits) plainly per- 
ceived that I wanted to relinquiſh his 


correſpondence. This diſcovery raiſed 
ſuch tempeſts of jealouſy and deſpair 
within his breaſt, that he keptme in 


continual alarms : he ſant meſſages to 


me every hour, ſig ned his letters with 


his own blood, raved like a man in 
an extaſy of madneſs, railed at my 
ingratitude, and praiſed my conduct 
by turns, He offered to ſacrifice every 
thing for my love, to leave the king- 
dom forthwith, and live with me 187 


ever in any 45 of the world where I. 
2 


ſhou]d chuſe to reſide, 

s Thele were generous and tempting 
propoſals; but I was beſet with coun- 
ſellors who were not totally diſintereſt- 
ed, and who diſſuaded me from em- 
bracing the proffers of my lover, on 
Hoya that Lord — would be 
ighly injured by my compliance, I 
liſtened to their advice, and hardened 


my heart againſt Lord Bs for. 


row and ſolicitations, My behaviour 


on this occaſion is altogether. unac- 
countable ;z this was the only time 
that ever I was a ſlave to admonition, 


The condition of Lord B would 


haye melted any heart but mine, and 
Jo mine was one of the molt ſenſible ; 


e employed his couſin as an advocate 
with me, till that gentleman actually 


refuſed the office, telling him candid- 


ly, that his own inclinztions were too 


much engaged to permit him to per- 


form the taſk with fidelity and truth. 
He accordingly reſplyed to avoid my 
preſence, until my lord and I ſhoujd 
come to ſame final determination, 


which was greatly retarded by the per- 


ſeverance of his lordſhip, who would 
not reſign his hopes, even when I pre- 

| 40 had engaged 
my heart, but ſaid, that in time my 


Mr. 
Ir. 


renewed his viſits, and many 


affect ion might return, | 
Our correſpondence, however, 


dually wore off; upon which 


- 


a, Neth 


eme; and, indeed, to - 
my paſſion for that man, yov ® 
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© apreeable and happy hours we pn 
5 er. Not Ta he, or Mr, 
« perſon whom I now ſaw, ſuceeedes 
to the privilege of a fortunate lover: 
* I knew he loved me to madneſs; but 
I would not gratify his paſſion any 
other way than by the moſt profound 
eſteem and veneration for his virtue, 
which were altogether amiable and 


_ © ſublime; and I would here draw his 


character minutely, but it would take 
up too much time to ſet forth his me. 
rits; the only man living of my at. 
quaintance who reſembles him is Lad 
F, of whom I ſhall ſpeak in the 
ſequel, | 
About this time, I underwent 2 
very intereſting change in the ſituation 
of 15 heart, I had ſent a meſſage 0 
my old lover S=—, deſiring he wou 
allow my picture, which was in bis 
poſſeſſion, to be copied; and he now 
tranſmitted it to me by my lawyer, 
whom he directed to aſk, if I intend- 
ed to be at the next maſquerade, 
This curioſity had a ſtrange effect up- 
on my ſpirits; my heart fluttered at the 
queſtion, and my imagination glowed 
with a thouſand fond preſages. I an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and we met 
by accident at the ball. I could not 
behold him without emotion; when 
he accoſted me, his well-known voice 
made my heart vibrate, like a muſical 
chord, when it's uniſon is ſtruck, All 
the ideas of our paſt love, which the 
lapſe of time and abſence had en- 
feebled and lulled to ſleep, now awoke, 
and were re- inſpiredby his appearance, 
ſo that his Arto excuſes were eaſily 
admitted: I forgave him all that [ 
had ſuffered on his account, becavſe 
he was the natural lord of my affec- 
tion ; and our former correſpondence 
was renewed, _ | 
© | thought myſelf in a new world of 
bliſs, in conſequence of this reco"- 
ciliation, the raprures of which col. 
tinued unimpaired for the Ipace ® 
four months; during which time N 
was fonder of me, if poſſible, than 
before; repeated his promiſe of mat. 
riage, if we ſhould ever have it in our 
wer; aſſured me he had never been 
ha fnce be left me; that he be. 
ne woman had ever loved like 
have a notion © 
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© firlt have loved as I did: but through 


| © a ſtrange caprice, I broke off the cor 


rei p ondence 
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hat I had undergone by his ineon- 
Wc Gancy,, filled my imagination with 
W ſuch horror, that I could not endure - 
Wc che ſhocking. proſpect, and prema- 
E 6 wrely plunged my elf into the danger, 
nter than endure. the tertors of ex- 
5 e I remembered that his 
« fo 


— 


« bappen; and the remembrance of 


tmer attachment began in the ſeaſon 


| F of my proſperity, when my fortune was 


« in the zenith, and my youth in it's 


We « prime; and that he bad forſaken, me 


io the day of trouble, hen my life 


became embarraſſed, and my circum- 


* 


£ 


n 


« ſtances were on the decline; I foreſaw' 


notbingbut continualperſecutionfrom 
| © my huſband, and feared, that if once 
| © the keener tranſports of our reconcilia 
tion ſhould he over, his affection would 


bak under the ſeverity of it's trial. 
© In conſequenceof this deſertion, I re- 


© ceivedaletter from him; acknowledg- 
| © ing that he was rightly ſerved, but 


© that my retreat gave him inexpreſſible 
6 concern. . 'Y 1 5 2808 15 2 . ; 
«Meanwhile, Lord . continued to 


* 


© at in the character of a fiend, tor- 


menting me with his nauſeous impor- 
tunities: he prevailed upon the Duke 
of . to employ his influence in 
« perſuading me to live with him; al- 


furing his grace, that Thad actually 


= 


* promiſed to giye him that proof of my 
obedience, and that I would come 


bome the (gener for being preſſed. to 


compliance by a perſ6n of his rank 
and cheractef. Induced by theſe ro- 
* preſentations, the duke honoured me 


' with @ viſit; and in the courſe of his 


© exhortations I underſtood how he had 
been thus miſinformed : upon which 
I ſent for Lord, and in his pre- 
ſenee convicted him of the fal ſſtood, 
© bycommunicating to his grace the ar- 
ticle of our. laſt agreement, which, he 
did not think proper to deny; and the 
* duke deing undeceiyed, declared that 
© he would not have given.me the trou- 


* ble of vindicating myſelf, had he not 


: ow miſled by the infincecity of my 
or 6 8 19 K 


1 


N N inen 7 
N * Baffled in this attempt, be engaged 
h my.own father, in the ſame taſk; and 
0 though Lil aqhered a my firſt reſolu- 
bias, perſiſted with ſuch ohſtinacy in his rg 66d, 
$ie:makemenphappy, hat his 


V., and afterwards 
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, refrondence, out of apprebenſion that 
„ he would forſake me again. From 
« his paſt eond ud, I dreaded what might 


© 


© I determined to leave the kingdom. 


« Accordingly, after I had ſpent the 
© evening with him at Ranelagh, I went 
© away about twoo'clock in the morn- 
© ing, leaving my companion, with di- 
rections toreſtore to my lord his houſe, ' 


© furniture, plate, and every thing he 


© had given me tince our laſt accommo- 
© dation; ſo far was I, upon this occa- 
ſion, or at any other time of my life, 


© from embezzling any part of his for- 


© tune, My friend followed my in- 
© truRions moſt punctually; and his 
* lordſhip knows and will acknowledge 


© the truth of this aſſei tion. 


Thus have I explained the true | 


© cauſe of my firſt expedition to Flan- 
© ders, whither the world was good 


© naturedenough to ſay I followed Mr. 


© B-—— and the whole army, which 
© happened to be ſent abroad that ſum- 
© mer. Before my departure, I like-' 
« wile tranſmitted to Lord 3 the 


dreſſing- plate, china, and very con- 


* fiderable ſettlement, of which he had 
©. been generous enough to make me a 


© preſent, This was an inſtance of my 


© integrity, which I thought due to a 


© man who had laid me under great 


© obligations; and though I have lived 
to be refuſed a ſmall ſum both by 
him and S——, I do not repent of my 
« dibntereſtef behaviour; all the re- 
© venge I harbour againſt the laſt of theſe 


lovers, is the deſire of having it in my 


© power to do him; god. 
I I now found myſelf adrift in the 
6 world again, and very richly deſerved 
© the hardſhips of my condition, for my 
6 indiſcretion in leaving Lord Boon 
and in truſting to the word of Lard 


* ——, without ſome farther ſecurityz 


© but I have dearly paid for my impru - 


© dence. The more I ſaw dato the cha- | 


© rater of this man, whom deſtiny hath 


© appointed my ſcourge, the more was Tl 


determined to avoid his fellow{hjþ/and 


+ communigation; for he and Lare in 
© point of diſpoſition; as oppo 


5 two principles in nature. [n{the6 

© place, he is one of the moſt unſut 

2 — that ever exiſted; ben w 

* pleaſed and happy, he was always c 
af temper; but-if ba could find onem 
to overcaſtand eloud my mirth;thougs 
never ſo innocent, he then dilcoygred 
ſigns of uncommon ſatisfactiom an 

content becauſe, by this diſagreed. 

he baniſhed all company from 
. Heas extremely went © 
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* underſtanding, though he poſſeſſes a 


good ſharc of low cunning, which has © iconceit, that notwithſtanding m af. 
_ © ſaegregiouſly impoſed upon ſome peo * © ſurunce before, and the whole 


* ple, that they have actually believed 
© hima good. natured eaſy creature, and 
.© blamed me becauſe I did not manage 
| © him to better purpoſe; hut, upon far- 
tber acquaintance, they have always 
© found himtobſtinate as a mule, and 
« capricious as a monkey. Not that be 
Ag utter ly void of all commendable 
qualities: he is punctual in paying his 
* xlebts,:Jiberal-wheningood-humour, ' 
and /wout&be well bred; were he not 
* ſubje&to fits of ablence; dur ing which 
che is altogether unconverſable; but he 


is proud, naturally ſuſpicious, jealous, * 


* .tquaily-with and without cauſa, ne- 
et made a friend, and is an utter 
© ; ſtranger to the joys of intimacy; in 
„ ſhort, be hangs like a damp upon ſo- 
. eiety); and may be properly called 
ill gey, un epither which he has Juſt-" 

6. ly ncquired. He honours me with 
© conſtant profeſſions of love, but his 
conduct is ſo oppoſite to my ſenti- 
ments of that paſſion, as to have been 
the prime ſgurc of all my misfortunes 
V and affliction; and I bave often wiſnhed 
I myſelf the ohject ofſhis hate, in hopes 

_ % of profiting by a change in his beha - 
o 6] nent Py 
Adee, he has not been able to 

make ms more unhappy than, F'be- 
_ 4 eve; he lis in his dn wind; for he 

* 1s literally a ſelf. tormentor; who ge- 

&'verenjoyed one gleam of ſarisfact ion, 

biencept atahe expenrefof another's 

goictz and yet wich is (N hadabnoſt 
ed adiabatic l)hadlieVheaxpens 

&1hact4 hovid-cheriſy him with A the 

#1tenteriiefs'of affedtion? After he hab 
_ £:1hgeniatipains/to incur my averſion, he 

„ punithes my dilguſt, by contrivin 

ſchemòs to mortify and perplex me; 
 F-which havd often ſucceeded ſo effectu⸗ 
bis ae toendahger my life and con- 
__ © #i Fitation; for Þ haye been fretted and 
5 1 fits of illneſs, and 


. * 
e * g 


a 


end concern. 21.5 22! 
Over and above dh odditieg I have 
mentioned, hd .iv;fs Uhſteady Hchis 

feveohomy}''thats Re s always ned, 

Amoedeihing bis affüfrag and ex hauſt- 

e Rib Tortune,! by laymgioutiten 
upounde in order to ſuve © ſhilling, 

eee into the character ef a 

F e Hus lived owo"ytats 


Ae OI have expeienced his cart 
% 9-95 4 


hou: " 


Anm ies. 57% Atnang other Leontrubted #frien! 


1 P a 
bn l 


1% forte in dies were. polite, good - ten. 


PIORLY, 
© /Jouſly ſtocked with vanity and felf. 


1 eries 6f 
Y my eonduct fince Our marria e, which 


« oiſght to have convinced him of n 

Aike, he is ſtill perſuaded, that | 

bottom I muſt admire and be ens. 
© moured of his agreeable perſon and 
c, accompliſhments, and that I would 
© noti fat to manifeſt my love, were] 
not ſpirited up againſt him by his 
n relations, © Perhaps it might he 


their intereſt to fomeit the miſunder. 


© ſtanding betwixt us; but really 

give themſelves no trouble about out 
affairs; and, ſo far as I know them, 
carte à very good fort of people. 0) 
the whole, I think I may with juſtice 
© pronounce my precious yoke fellow 


4 trifliligy teaeing, infufferable, incon. 


6 ſiſtent ereature. ne 
With the little money which fe. 
c. mained of what I had received from 
his lordſhip for Houſekeeping, Itranſ. 
ported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived 
© in Ghent a few days after our troops 
© were quartered in'tliateity; which was 
« fo much crouded with thele new viſ. 
©tants, that Fhould have found it in. 
C praſticable toprocurea lodging, had! 
motbeen accommodated by LordR— 
© B=—; theDuke oA -s younge! 
4 brother, who very polit ely gave me up 
© his on. Here I ſaw my friend Mr. 
© Bai; who'was averjoyedat my ar- 
© rival, though jealous of every man of 
his acquaintance; fob he loved me with 
all the ardourof paſſion; and I regard- 
ed him witk all the perfection of 
<friendſhip; vieh] had be fired, in tin: 
an might have produced love; (though 
that was u fru which! it | never 
brought forth. Notwithſtanding l 
©earneft ſolicitations tothe contrary, ! 
4 ſtayed but u week in«Ghebt, fron 
hende I proceeded:6'Brufſcls, and 
fired my abode in the Hotel de Flan- 
Are, among an agreeable ſet of gentle. 
men and R e wwhbin 1 ſpent 
ze 'mhy*time vety chearfully. There wat 
< lort of coui in this city; frequented 
dM by 2] the-officexs who could obtain 
'«iptymiſſionit6gothither; and theplace 
in general was gay and agreeable. l 
l Y iitfatiuesd” to the béſt families, 
261814 vify happy in my acqusintuhtt 


pred, ud obligingy avd treated ge 
To withthovtmibihoſpitatifyandreſpett 


« hip 


W me intimate with the Princeſs 
F — and Counteſs W——, lady 
« of the bed-chamber to the Queen of 
Hungaryr and a great favourite of the 
© Governor "Monſieur D'H—, in 
© whoſe houſe the lived with his wife, 
© who'was alſo a lady of a very engag- 
ing diſpoſition. „ 


e in Bruſſels, the company at our hotel 
© was increaſed by three officers, who 
© profeſſed themſelves my admirers and 
© came from Ghent with a view of ſo- 
« lieiting my love. This triumvirate 
t conſiſted of the Scotch Earl of , 
© Lord R. M, and another 
young ofßcer: the firſt was a man of 


| -« eomplexion,. danced well, and had a 


© mixture of vanity and ſelf-conceit; 
© the ſecond had a good face, though 
a clumſy perſon, and a very ſweet diſ- 
© poſition,” very much adapted for the 
© ſentimental paſſion of love; and the 
i third (Mr. W=—— by name) was 


"flock of good-nature and vivacity. 
© Theſe adventurers began their ad- 
© dreffes in general acts of gallantry, 
© that comprehended ſeveral of my fe- 
© male friends, with whom we uſed to 
* engage in parties of pleaſure, both 1h 
the city and the environs, whith are 
© extremely agreeable. When they 
© thoughttheyhad taken the preliminary 
© ſteps of ſecuring themſelves in my 
good opinion and eſteem, they agreed 
to go on without erer defay, and 
that Lord ſhould make the firſt 
* attack upon my heart. Wer 


le accordingly laid fiege to me 


with ſach warmth and aſſiduity, that 
I believed he deceived himſelf, and 
© began tothink he was actually in love; 


© though at bottom he felt no impulſe 


that deſerved the ſacred name. Though 
« diſcouraged him in the beginning, he 
« perſecuted me with his addreſſes; he 
always ſat by me at dinner, and im- 
'« parted” a thouſand trifles in continual 
+ whiſpers,” which attracted the notice 
e ofthe company ſo much, that I began 
to fear bis behaviour would give riſe to 


. © time” report to my prejudiee; and 


t thereforeavoid@ him with the utmoſt 


1 
% 
7 


|  $ Faption. Notwithſtanding all my care, 
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* of | * | | * : 
«ſhip with Madam la Comteſſe de © however, he found means one night, 


Soon after J had fixed my habitation 


t a very genteel figure and amorous 


„great deal of g00d-humovr, with a. 


© tall, thin, and well bred, with 2 great 
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© =, and her two daughters, who © while my maid, who lay in my rooms 
© were very amiable young ladies; and went don ſtairs, to get into my cham - 

| | © ber after I was a-bed: vpon which 
© I ſtarted up, and told him, that if he 
* ſhould approach me, I would alarm 


© the houſe : for I never wanted courage 


© and reſolution. Percgiving my dil - 


* pleaſure, he kneeled by the bed: fide, 
F begged I would have, pity on his ſuf- 


© ferings, and {wore-{hovid have carte 


blanche to the utmoſt extent of this 
fortune. To theſe propoſals I made 
© no other reply, but that of proteſting 


© I would never ſpeak to him. again, if 
© he did not quit my apartment that 
moment, upon which he thought pro- 
5 perito withdraw; and I never atter- 
© wards gave bim an opportunity of 
© ſpeaking ro me on the ſame ſubject: 


ſo that, in a few weeks, he ſeparated 
© himſelf from our ſociety; though the 
ladies of Bruſſels conßdered bim as 


my lover, becauſe, of all the other of- 
« ficers, he was their greateſt favourite. 


+ His Jordſhip being thus repulſed, 


Mr. W-——took the field, and aflailed 


©. my heart in a very different manner. 


'* He faid he knew not, how to make 
love, but was a man of honor, would 
'© keep the ſectet, and ſo forth. To this 


© cavalier addreſs I ankwered, that 1 


© was not angry, as I otherwiſe ſhould 
have been at bis blunt declaration, 
© becautel found by his own confeſſion, 
he did not know whet was due tothe 
ſex jand my unhappꝝ ſituation in ſome 
-© ſhape excuſed him for a liberty which 
he would not have dreamed of taking, 
© had not my misfortunes encouraged 
„his preſumption. But I would deal 
with him in ins own wayzand, far from 


afluming the prude, frankly aſſured 
© him, that he was not at all to my 


'* taite, hoping he would conſider my 
< dillikeasa ſuthcientreaſon to reje his 
A . 


Lord R began to feel the ſymp- 
© toms of a genuine paſſion, which he 


carefully cheriſhed in Glence, being 


© naturally diſadent and baſhful; but 


by the very means he uſed to conceal 
it from my obſervation, I plainly diſ- 
© cerned the ſituation of his heart, and 

Was not ar all diſpleaſed gt the pro- 
e greſs Thad made in his inclinations, 

c Meanwhile, hecultivatedmy acqdain- 
. © tancewith great aſſidujty and reſpect, 


c attended me in all my excurſions; and 
particularly in an expedition to Ant- 


* werp, 
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« werp,with two other gentlemen, where 
in downright gatete de exur, we ſat 
for our pictures, which were drawn in 
one piece; one of the party being re- 
preſented in the dreſs of an huſſar, and 
another in that of arunning footman. 

This incident I mention, becauſe the 
performance, which is now in my 
poſſeſſion, gave birth to a thouſand 

roundleſs reports, that circulated'in 
ngland at our expence. | 

« It was immediately after this jaunt, 

that Lord R began to diſcloſe his 

paſſionz though he, at the ſame time, 
ſtarted ſuch objections as ſeemed well 


M Ma M OS 4 


ing, that even if he ſhould have the 
happineſs to engage my affections, his 
fortune was too inconſiderable to ſup- 
port us againſt the efforts of Lord 

—, ſhould he attempt to interrupt 
our felicity; and that he himſelf was 
obliged to follow the motions of the 
army. In ſhort, he ſeemed to con- 
ſider my felicity more than his own, 


gradually made an impreſſion on my 
heart; ſo that when we parted, we 
agreed to renew our correſpondence in 
England. ä 

In the midſt of. theſe agreeable 
amuſements, which I enjoyed in al- 
moſt all the different towns of Flan- 


a2 2 „ „ „ „% „„ „„ „ „4 „ „4% „44 4 + 


day, ſitting among a good deal of com- 
pany, in one of their hotels, when a 
poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the gate; upon 
which we went to the windows to ſa- 


ſtep out of the convenience, but my 
little inſignificant lord. I no ſooner 
announced him to the company, than 


ſhould. 
draw; and when I aſſured them, that 


and all of them retired; though Lord 
R M went no farther than 
the parlour below, being determined 
to ſcreen me againſt all violence and 
compulſion, I ſent a meſſage to my 
lord, defiring him to walk up into my 
apartment; but although his ſole er- 


would not venture to acceptof my in- 
vitation, till he had demanded me in 
form from the governor of the plage. 
That gentleman being altogether a 
© ſtranger to his perſon and character, 


= a> 2 . . 8 4 , 8 
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nigh to extinguiſh his hopes, lament- 


and behaved with ſuch delicacy, as 


ders, I happened to be at Ghent one 


2 424 „ OO IF IF Io EmqERCnSga ET 


tisfy our curioſity, when who ſhould 


all the gentlemen aſked whether they 
12 and protect me, or with - 
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their protection was not neceſſary, one 


rand was to fee and carry me off, he 
4 
my fellow paſſengers in the yatcht 
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- 
* ficer of the Engliſh troops, who wn 
© man of humour, and upon his lord, 
© ſhip's application, pretended to doubt 
bis identity; obſerving that he hai 
© always heard Lord repreſented 
© aS a jolly corpulent man. He gave 
him to underſtand, however, thateven 
granting him to be the perſon, I wi; 
by no means ſubject to military lau, 
* unleſs he could prove that I td ever 
© lifted in his majetty's ſervice, 
Thus diſappointed in his e zdez. 
vours, he returned to the inn, and with 
much perſuaſion, truſted himſelf in mj 
dining- room, after having ſtationed 
his attendant at the door, in caſe of 
accidents, When I aſked, what had 
procured me the honour of this viſit; 
he told me, his buſineſs and intention 
were to carry me home. This decla. 
ration produced a conference, in which 
I argued the caſe with him; and mat. 
ters were accommodated for the pre. 
ſent, by my promiſing to be in Eng. 
land ſome time in September, on con. 
dition that he would permit me to live 
by myſelf, as before, and immediately 
order rhe arrears of my pin-money to 
be paid. He aſſented to every thing 
I propoſed,, returned in peace to his 
own country, and the deficiencies of 


I returned to Bruſſels, where I ſtayed 
untilmydeparturefor England, which 
T regulated in ſuch a manner as was 
conſiſtent with my engagement. 
© I took lodgings in Pall Mall, and 
ſending for my lord, convinced him 
of my punctuality, and put him in 
mind of his promiſe; when, to my 
utter aſtoniſhment and confuſion, he 
owned, that his promiſe was no more 
than a decoy to bring me over, and 
that I muſtlay my account with living 
in his houſe like a dutiful and obe- 
dient wife. I heard him with the in- 
© dignation ſuch treatment deſerved, 
© upbraiding him with his perfidions 
£ dealing, which Itold him would have 


determined me againſt. cohabitation 


© with him, had I not been already re- 


.< folved: ani being deſtitute of all te- 


«© ſource, repaired to Bath, where I after- 
© wards met with Mr. D—— and Mr. 
, two gentlemen who had been 


2 


« from Flanders, and treated me with 


great friendſhip and politeneſs, witb-⸗ 
| r, out either talking or thinking cf 
- © referred him to the commanding of- N 


6 n n, n 
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my allowance were made good; while 
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Wich theſe gentlemen, who were as 
idle as myſelf,” I went to the jubilee at 
Preſton, which was no other than a 

eat number of people aſſembled in a 
imall town, extremely ill accommo- 
dated, to-partake of diverſions that 
were bad imitations of plays, con- 
certs, and maſquerades, If the world 


diſcretion my travelling in this man- 
ner, with gentlemen to whom I had 
no particular attachment, let it alſo 
be conſidered, as an alleviation, that 
I always lived in terror of my lord, 
and conſequently was often obliged to 
ſhift my quarters; ſo that my finances 
being exiremely ſlender, I ſtood the 


tion. I was, beſides, young, incon- 


the figure of an ugly man would al- 
ways ſecure me from cenſure on his 
account: neither did I ever dream of 
any man's addreſſes, until he made an 
actual declaration of his love. 


© Upon my return to Bath, I was 


again harraſſed by Lord ——, who 
eame thither accompanied by my fa- 
ther, whom J was very glad to ſee, 
though he importuned me to comply 
with my huſband's deſire, and for the 
future keep meaſures with the world. 
This remonſtrance about living with 


ed, was the only inſtance of bis un- 
kindneſs which I ever felt. But all 
his admonitions were not of force ſuf- 
ficient to ſhake my reſolution in that 
particular; though the debate conti- 
nued fo late, that I told his lordſhip 
it was high time to retire, for I could 
not accommodate him with a bed. 
He then gave me to underſtand, that he 


my father took his leave, on pretence 
e out for a lodging for him- 
el. (ite | 


ſhould place to the account of my in- 


more in need of aſſiſtance and protec- 


ſiderate, and ſo ſimple, as to ſuppoſe 


my lord, which he conſtantly repeat- 


would ſtay where he was; upon which 


© Thelittle gentleman being now left 


tete à tete with me, began to diſcover 
looks; but muſtering up all his reſo- 


three of his ſervants, whom he placed 
as eentinelsupon the ſtair, and flounced 
into myelbow · chair, where he reſigned 
himſelf to reſt. 
* bed, I thought it was but juſt and 
* decent that 1 ſhould ſcreen myſelf 


: from the intruſion of his footmen, 
© and with that view bolted the door. 


Intending to goto 


ſome fgns of apprehenſion in his 
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lution, he went to the door, called vp 


— GG. OW Sana ë⁰ u ẽͥamm U ̃qJ a:<«.0 60:0: 0 4 


4 
„ 
c 
0 
8 
« 
i 
« 
« 
c 
4 
c 
, 
c 


, 


PICKLE. 


Lord — hearing himſelf locked in, 
ſtarted up in the utmoſt terror and 
conſternation, kicked the door with 
his heel, and ſcreamed aloud, as if he 
had been in the hands of an aſſaſſin. 
My father, who had not yet quitted 
the houſe, hearing theſe outcries, ran 


up ſtairs again, and coming through _ 


my bed-chamber into the dininge 
room, where we were, found me al- 
moſt ſuffocated with laughter, and 
his heroick ſon-in-law ſtaring like one 
who had loſt his wits, with his hair 
ſtanding on end, 

When my father aſked the mean- 
ing of his exclamations, he told him 
with all the ſymptoms of diſmay, that 
I had locked him in, and he did not un- 
derſtand ſuch uſage: bur I explained 


the whole myſtery, by ſaying, I had 


bolted the door, becauſe I did not like 
the company of his ſervants, and could 
not imagine the cavſe of his panick, 
unleſs he thought I deſigned to raviſh 
bim; an inſult, than which nothing 


was farther from my intention. My. 


father himſelfcould ſcarce refrain from 
laughing at his ridiculous fear z but 
ſceinghimin great confuſion, took pi 
on his condition, and carried him off 
to his own lodgings, after I had given 
my word that I would not attempt 
to eſcape, but give him audience next 
morning. I accordingly kept my 
promiſe, and found means to perſuade 
them to leave me at my own diſere- 
tion. Next day I was rallied upon the 
ſtratagem I had contrived to frighten 
Lord ; and a thouſand idle ſto- 
ries were told about this advenrure, 
which happened literally as I have re- 
lated it. | 

© From Bath I betook myſelf to a 
ſmall houſe near Lincoln, which I had 


hired of the D— of A, becauſe 
a country life ſuited beſt with my in- 


come, which was no more than four 
hundred pounds a year, and that not 
well paid. 
in this-retirement, and ſaw no com- 
pany, except Lord R—— M——, 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and 
viſited me twice; till finding myſelf 
indiſpoſed, I was obliged to remove to 
London, and took lodgings in Mad- 
dox Street, where my garriſon was 


taken by ſtorm, by my lord and his 


ſteward, reinforced by Mr. I 
V. (who, as my lord told me, 
had a ſubſidy of five and twenty 


b pou nds, 
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I continued ſome months 
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* pbunds, before he would take the 
field) und a couple of hardy footmen. 
This'formidable'band ruſhed into my 
apartment, laid violent hands upon 
me, dragged me down ſtairs without 
gloves or a cloak, and thruſting me 


into a coach that ſtood at the door, 


SGlouceſter Street. . 
Upon this occaſion, his lordſhip 
courageouſly drew his ſword upon my 
woman, who attempted to defend me 
from his inſults, apd in all probabi- 
lity would have intimidated him from 
proceeding, for he looked pale and 
aghaſt, his knees knocked together, 
and he. breathed thick and hard, with 
his noſtrils dilated, as if he had ſeen 
a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by 
his mercenary aſſociate; who, for the 
fiveand twenty pounds, ſtood by him 
in the day of trouble, and ſpirited him 
on to this gallant enterprize. | 
In conſequence of this exploit, I 
was cooped up in a paltry apartment 
in Glouceſter Street, where I was cloſe 
beſet by his lordſhip, and his wotthy 
ſteward Mr. H , with a ſet of ſer- 


fellow, of whom Lord himſelf 
Rood in awe; ſo that I. could not 
help thinking myſelf in Newgate, 
among thieves and rfuffians. To ſuch 
a degree did my terror prevail, that I 
actually believed I was in danger of 
being poiſened, and would not receive 
any ſuſtenance, except from the hands 
of one harmleſs looking fellow, a 
foreigner, who was my Iord's valtt de 
chambre. I will not pretend to ſay 


opinion of H—n, that I never 
doubted he would put me out of the 
way, if be thought my life interfered 
win dies intereſt. , her 
On the ſecond day af my impriſon- 
ment, I was viſited by the Duke of 


J.:, a friend of my lord; who 


found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 


8 


umber, and lighted with two bits of 
tallow candle, which had been left 
over night. He perceived in my coun- 
tenance a mixture of rage, indigna- 


ſionated my ſufferings, though hecould 
not alleviate my diſtreſs, any other 


ay than by jnterceding with my ty- 
rant to miigate my oppreſſion. Never- 
© thelels, I remalned eleven days in this 
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conveyed me to my lord's lodgings in 


vants that werg the creatures of this 


not eome before the expiration of that 
© term. | 


ing, by this time, indulge in the f- 


my fears were juſt; but ſuch was my 


my motions, I made uſe of this privi- 
lege one forenoon, when Lord —— 
expected ſome company to dinner, and 
bade the coachman drive to the lv6g- 


"TY 1 llip, on pretence of ſeeing this cut. 
poor little dining-room filled with 


tion, terror, and deſpair: he compaſ- 


5. broke one of the bottles by the 4% 


* 


comfortable ſituation: Iwas watch 
likea criminalall day, and one of 
ſervants walked from one roomy 
another all night, in the nature g 
patrole; While my lord, who |,, RE. . 
the chamber above me, got ot o ti * 


and tripped to the window, at fn i 4 
ſound of every coach that chancedh =” 
paſs through the ſtreet. Hu vv 2 
was conſummate in the arts of aH # 


phant, began to court my favou;, V 
condoling my affliction, and ailui; WA : 
me, that the only method by whici] 
could regain my liberty, was a chen 
ful compliance with the humour ofny 
lord. I was fully convinced otthe uu 
of this obſervation; and though m 
temper is altogether averſe to diffinu. 
lation, attempted to affect an air of, 
renity and reſignation. But this dil. 
guiſe, I found, would not anſwer nf 
purpoſe; and therefore I had recourt 
to the aſſiſtance of my maid, who wat 
permitted to attend me in my cos. 
finement. With her I frequently con. 
ſulted about the means of accompliſh. 
ing my eſcape. In conſequence d 
our deliberations, ſhe directed a coach 
andi fix to be ready at a certain part of 
© the town, and to wait for me thitt 
days in theſame place, in caſe I coul 
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This previous meaſure being taken 
* according to my inſtructions, the next 
© neceſſary ſtep was to elude the vig- 
* lance of my guard: and in this man- 
ner did Ieffectuate my purpoſc. Be. 
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berty of going out in the coach, ir 
the benefit of the air, attended by two 
© footmen, who had orders to. watch all 


© ings of a man who wrote wii i 
© mouth, intending to give my ſpies tit 


© fity: but they were too alert in theif 
duty to be thus outwitted, and fel. 


. © lowed me up ſtairs into the very apa. 


6 ment. | | 25 
© Diſappointed in this bope, I l. 
© yolved another ſcheme, which was t- 
c tended with ſucceſs; I bought lone 
© olives at an vil-ſhop ; and telling lle 
© ſervants] would proceed toSt, James? 
Gate, and take a turn in the Ps, 


C complam | 


lained of the misfortune when I 
set down, and deſired that my 
ach might be cleaned before my re- 
ta. While my attendants were em- 
Joyed in this office, I rripped acroſs 
e parade to the Hor ſe Guards, and 
hanced to meet with an acquaintance 
de Park, who ſaid, he ſaw by my 
untenance that I was upon ſome ex- 
inn. 1 owned his ſuſpicion was 
[ uſt; but, as I had not time to relate 
aruculars, I quickened my pace, and 
poſſeſſion of a hackney- coach, 
o which I proceeded to the vehicle 
Which J had appointed to be in wait- 


irg. 

1 While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, 
WS there was nothing but perplexity and 
WS confuſion at home; dinner was de- 
WE |ayed till fix o'clock; my lord ran 
WE half the town over in queſt of his 
WS cquipage, which at laſt returned with 
an account of my elopement. My 
maid was brought to the queſtion, and 
orievoully threatened ; but (like all 
the women I ever had) remained un- 
ſhaken in her fidelity. In the mean 
WE time, I travelled night and day to- 
WS wards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of 
Wy which his lordſhip had not, as yet, 
dot the leaſt intelligence; and as my 
coachman was but an unexperienced 
driver, 1 was obliged to make uſe of 
my own ſkill in that exerciſe, and di- 
ted his endeavours the whole way, 
without venturing to go to bed, or 
cake the leaſt repoſe, until I reached 
my own habitation. There I lived in 
* peace and tranquillity for the ſpace of 
| © fix weeks, when I was alarmed by one 
* of my lord's myrmidons, who came 
into the neighbout hood, bluſtering 
| © and ſwearing, that he would carry 
| © me off, either dead or alive. 


quainted with his purpoſe and decla- 
* ration, as my whole family conſiſted 
of no more than a couple of women 


moned up my courage, which had 
been often tried, and never forſook me 
in the day of danger, and ſent him 
word, that if ever he ſhould preſume 
* to approach my houſe, I would order 
| © lim to be ſhot without ceremony. The 

fellow did not chuſe to put me to the 


a a Roo aa a 


. 


6 1 | 5 
tial, and returned to town without 


* his errand, But as the place of my 
| , { abode was now diſcovered, I laid my 


-” 
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© It is not to be ſuppoſed that T was 
perfectly eaſy when I was made ac- 


and one footman, However, I ſum- 


\ 


account with having a viſit from his 
employer: 1 therefore planted ſpies 
© upon the road, with a promiſe of re- 


ward to him who ſhould bring me the 


* firſt intelligence of his lordſhip's ap- 
«© proach, | | 
_ © Accordingly, T was one morning 
* apprized of his coming; and mount- 
ing horſe immediately, with my wo- 
© man and valet, away we rode, in de- 
« fiance of winter. In two days I tra- 
© verſed the wilds of Lincolnſhire and 


© hundreds of Eſſex; croſſed the river at 


© Tilbury; breakfaſted ar Chatham; by 
„the help of a guide and moon light 
* arrived at Dover the ſame evening; 
© embarked for Calais, in which place I 
found myſelf next day at two o'clock 
in the afternoon; and being heartily 
© tired of my journey, betook myſelf to 
© reſt, My maid, who was not able to 
« travel with ſuch expedition, followed 
me at an eaſier pace; and the footman 
© was ſo aſtoniſhed at my perſeverance, 


* that he could not help aſking upon tlie 


road, if ever I was weary in my life, 
© Certain it is, my ſpirits and reſolution 
© have enahled me to undergo fatigues 
© that are almoſt incredible. From Ca- 
© lais TI went to Bruſſels, where I again 
© ſet up my reſt in private lodgings” ; 
« was again perfectly well received by 
the faſhionable people of that place ; 
« and, by the intereſt' of my friends, 
© obtained the Queen of Hungary's pro- 
© teQtion againſt the perſecution of my 
© huſband, while I ſhould reſide in the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. 


Thus ſecured, I lived uncenſured, 


converſing with the Engliſh company, 
* with which this city was crouded, 
© but ſpent the moſt agreeable part of 
© my time with the Counteſs of Calem- 
© berg, inwhoſe houſe I generallydined 
© and ſupped; and J alſo contracted an 
© intimacy with the Princeſs of Chemay, 
© who was a great favourite with Ma- 


dam D' Harrach, the governor's lady, 


© I had not been long in this happy 
«© ſitnation, when I was dilturbed by 
© the arrivalof Lord , whodemand- 
© ed me of the governor; but finding 
© me ſheltered from his power, he ſet 
© out for Vienna; and, in conſequence 
© of his repreſentations, ſtrengthened 
© with the Duke of N 's namgy, my 
© proteion was withdrawn. But, be- 
6 fore this application, he had gone to 
the camp, and addreſſed himlelt to my 


Lord Stair, who was my particular 


Nan friend 
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4 friend and ally by my firſt marriage, 
« .defiring he would compel me to 1e- 


« turn to his houſe, His lordſhip told 


© him, that I was in no ſhape ſubject to 
„his command; but invited him to 
dinner, with a view of diverting him- 
_ © ſelf and company at the expence of 
© his gueſt. In the evening he was 
« plies with ſo many bumpers to m 

© health, that he became intoxicated, 
£ and extremely ob{treperons ; inſiſted 
upon ſeeing Lord Stair after he was 


« retired to reſt, and quarrelled with 


Lord D— „who being a tall, 
© large, raw-boned Scotchman, could 


6 have ſwallowed him at one mouthfut; 


* but he thought he might venture to 
£ challenge him, in hopes of being put 
under arreſt by the general: though 

© he reckoned without his hoſt ; Lord 

« $Stairknew his diſpoſition, and, in or- 

der to puniſh his preſumption, winked 

bat the affair. The challenger, finding 
© himſelf miſtaken in bis conjecture, 
got up early in the morning, and went 
off poſt to Vienna; and Lord Stair 
4 deſired a certain man of quality to 
make me a viſit, and give me an ac- 
count of his behaviour. | | 

; ©. Being now deprived of my protec- 
© tion and pin- money, which my gene. 

'< rous huſband wouldno lo ger pay, I 

„as reduced to great difficulty and 
« diftreſs. The Ducheſs D' Aremberg, 
Lord G, aud many other perſons of 
dyſtinction, interceded in my behalf 

with his majeſty, who was then abroad; 


but he refuſed to interpoſe between 


t man and wife. The Counteſs of Ca- 


© Jemberg wrote a letter to my father, in 


© which the repreſented my uncomfort- 
s able fituation, and undertook, to an- 
#+ ſwer for my conduct, in caſe he would 


„ allow me a. {mal} annuity, on which 
I could live independent of Lord 


. © —, who, by all accounts, was a 


£-wretch with whom I could never en- 


. © joy the leaſt happineſs, or quiet; other - 
© wiſe ſhe would be the fit to adviſe 
me to an accommodation. She, gave 

© him to underſtand, that her character 


Was neither doubtful nor obſcure; 
and that if my cooduct there had not 


bern irreproachable, ſhe. ſhould not 
have taken me under her protection: 
© that/as I propoſed to board in a con- 
vent, a ſmall ſum would anſwer wy 


-* gecafions.; but, if that ſhould be de- 
| 8 * France, Being very 
or take ſome other deſperate ſtep, to both in mind and body . 


nil, I would actually go to ſervice, 


* ! 
% * - 
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© averſion, 


avoid the man who was my babe 


Io this kind remonſtrance ny f. 
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ther anſwered, that his for tune wol 
not allow him to aſſiſt me; he kad 


now a young family; and ha | 


ought, at all events, to return tomy 
huſband. By this time, ſuen was the 


extremity of my circumſtances, thi! 


was forced to pawn my cloaths, 30 
every trifling trinket in my pollefſivy 
and even to deſcend fo far as to (o/ict 
Mr. S—— for a loan of fiſty pound 
which he refuſed. 
Thus was I deſerted, in my diſres, 
by two perſons, to whom, in the (ez. 
ſon of my affluence, my purſe hade 
always open. Nothing lo effe-Enally 
ſubdues a ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate, 
as want! Repulſed m this mani, 
had recourſe to Lord B-——, who wa 


s(t ſeems) unable to relieve my 


neceſſities, This mortification I de. 
ſerved at his hands, thougb he hat 
once put ĩt in my power to be aboveal 
ſuck paltry applications; and I ſhould 
not have been compelled to the dil. | 
agreeable taſk of troubling my friends, 
had not I voluntarily reſigned whatle 
formerly gave me. As to the other 
gentleman to whom I addreiſed mylelf 
on this occaſion, Ithink he might have 
ſhewn more regard to my fituation, 
not only for the reaſons already men- 
tioned, but becauſe he knew me too 
well, to be ignorant of what I mutt 
have ſuffered, in . condeſcending to 
make ſuch a requeſt. 
Several officers, who gucſſed my 
adverſity, generouſly offered to ſupp!) 
me with money; but I could not bung 
myſelf to make uſe of their friend- 
ſhip, or even to own my diltre!s, ex- 
cept to one perſon, of whom I bor- 
rowed a {mall ſum. To crown 
misfortunes, I was taken very ll, *t 
a time when there was no other wa) 
of avoiding the clutches of my pelt. 
cutor, but by a precipitate flight. la 
this emergency, I applied to a worthy 
gentleman at Bruſſels, 3 very 5% 
friend of mine, but no lover. I. 
no lover, becauſe every man is fp. 
maſk. tg act in that capacity who 5 
riends a young woman in diltre - 
This generous Fleming ſet out on 
me in the night from Bruſſels, 40 
conducted me to the frontiers © 
much indilpoſed 
] was 


obliged 
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We obliged to undertake this expedition, 
I hould, in all probability, have ſunk 
under the farigue of iravelling, had 
© not my ſpirits been kept up by the 
« converſation of my companion, who 
as a man of buſineſs and conſe- 
E «© quence, and undertook to manage my 
affairs in ſach a manner as would en- 
ble me to re-eſtabliſh my reſidence in 
« the place I had left. He was young 
and active, attended me with the ut- 
| « moſt care and aſſiduity, and left no- 
thing undone which he thought would 
contribute to my eaſe and ſatis faction. 
4 believe his friendſhip for me was a 
little tinctured with another paſſion; 
but he was married, and lived very 
well with his wife, who was alſo my 
friend; ſo that he knew I would never 


fore, I determined to attempt a return 
to my native air, and actually depart- 

ed from Liſle, in ſuch a melancholy 

and teeble condition that T had 1imott 

tainted when I was put into the coach. 

But before I reſolved vpon s jour- 

ney I was reduced to the vtmo!?t exi- 

cence of fortune; ſo that I could 

ſcarce afford to buy prœviſions, had it 

been in ny power to cat, and ſhould 

not have been able io defray my tra- 

velling expences, had I not been ge- 
nerouſly beiriended by Lord Rx 

M, who (Jam ure) wovld have 

done any thing for my eaſe andaccom- 

modation, though he has unjultly in- 

curred the imputation of being par- 

ſi monious, and I had no reaſon to ex- 
pect any ſuch favour at his hands. 
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* te me againſt the efforts of Lord * take care of my cloaths, I embarked 
in whatever place I ſhould chuſe * in the pacxet-boat, and by that time 


© to refide. FOR « we arrived at Dover, was almoſt in 
_ © Having returned my thanks at Ver- © extremity, e „ 
* failles for this favour, and tarried a Here I found a return coach, in 


few days at Paris, which was a place which I was carried to London, and 
* altogether unſuitable to the low ebb © was put to bed in the houſe where we 
„of my. fortune, 1 repaired to Liſle, put up, more dead than alive, The 


and where my diſorder recurred with * cary, who adminiſtered ſome cordial 
* ſuch violence, that I was obliged to * that recalled me to life; and when L 
© ſend for a phyfician, who ſeemed to * recovered the uſe of ſpeech, I told 
have been a diſciple of Sangrado; for * him who I was, and deſired him to 
he ſcarce left a drop of blood in my © wait upon Dr. S—— and inform him 
body, and yet I found myſelf never u of my lituation, A young girl, who 
* whit the better. Indeed, I was ſo was niece tothe landlord's wife, ſeeing 
much exhauſted by theſe evacuations, * me unattended, made a tender of her 
* and my conſtitution ſo much impaired “ ſervice to me, and I accepted the of 
* by fatigue and perturbation of mind, fer, as well as a lodging in the apo- 
that IJ had no other hope of recovering * checary's houſe, to which I was con- 
* but that of reaching England, and “ veyed as ſoon as my ſtrength would 
: putting myſelf under the direction of “ admit of my removal, There I was 
wo a phyſician on whoſe ability I could * vifited by my phyhician, who was 
; 2 8 Be. © ſhocked to find me in ſuch a dange- 
hs ith this doybtful proſpect, there - rous condition: however, having con- 
# „ vs / Nana fidered 


think of him in the light of a lover. © In this deplorable ſtate of health 1 


Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, © was conveyed to Calais, being all the 
he accommodated me with a little mo- way (as it were) in the arnis of death, 
© ney, (for a little was all T would take) © without having ſwallowed the leaſt 
© and returned to his own city, after we * ſuſtenance on the road. So much was 
© had ſettled a correſpondence by letiers. * my indiſpoſition augmented by the 
© ] was detained a Jay or two in this * fatigue of the journey, that I ſwooned 
place by my indiſpoſition, whichin- * when I was brought into the inn, and 
{ creaſed ; but nevertheleſs proceeded * had almoſt expired before I could re- 
© to Paris, to make intereſt for a pro- * ceive the,leaſt aſſiſtance or advice: 
© teftion from the King of France, however, my ſpirits were #little re- 
© which that monarch graciouſly ac- * vived by ſome bread and wine, which 
© corded me, in three days after my * I took at the perſuaſion of a French 
* firlt application; and his miniſter ſent “ ſurgeon, who chancing to paſs by the 
© orders to all the governors and inten- door, war called up to my relief. 
* dants of the province towns, to pro- © Having ſent my ſervant to Bruſſels, to 

. 


* where I intended to fix my habitation; people of the inn ſent for an apothe- 
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ſidered my caſe, he perceived that my 
indi ſpoſition proceeded from the cala- 
mities I had undergone, and encou- 
raged me with the hope of a ſpeedy 
cure, provided I could be kept eaſy 
and undiſturbed, n 
« I was accordingly attended with all 


A a 6, a «6 @ 


© ing never mentioned in my hearing, 
© hecauſe I conſidered him as the fatal 


© ſource of all my misfortunes; and in 


© a month I recovered my health, by the 
great ſkill and tenderneſs of my doc- 
© tor, who now finding me ſtrong enough 
© to encounter freſh troubles, endea- 
© youred to perſuade me that it would 


© be my wileſt ſtep to return to my huſ- 


© hand, whom, at that time, he had 
often occaſion to ſee, But I rejected 
.* his propoſal, commenced a new law- 
«« ſqit for ſeparation; and took a ſmall 
© houſe in St. James's Square. 
About this time, my woman re- 
turned from Bruſſeis, but without my 
„ 'cloaths, which were detained on ac- 
© count of the money I owed in that 
_ © place; andaſking her diſmiſſion from 
© my ſervice, 
I had not lived many weeks in my 
„ new habitation, when my perſecutor 
© renewed his attempts to make himſelf 


© maſter of my perſon; but I hadlearn- 


ed from experience to redouble my 
© vigilance, and he was fruſtrated in 
© all his endeavours. I was again hap- 


© py in the converſation of my former 
© acquaintance, and viſited by a great 


* number of gentlemen, moſtly perſons 
of probity and ſenſe, who cultivated 


© my friendſhip, without any other mo- 


tive of attachment. Not that I was 
8 unſolicited on the article of love: that 
* was a theme on which I never wanted 
© orators ; and could I have prevailed 
© ypon myſelf to profit by the advances 
© that were made, I might have ma- 
_ © naged my opportunities ſo as to have 
4 ſet fortune at defiance for the future. 
© But I was none of thoſe œconomiſts, 
© who can ſacrifice their hearts to in- 
4 tereſted conſiderations, N 
O Oye evening, while I was converſing 
© © with three or four of my friends, my 

lawyer came in, and told me he had 
© ſomething of conſequence to impart: 
upon which all the gentlemen but one 
went away. Then he gave me to un- 
- © gerftand, that my ſuit would imme- 
\ © diately come to trial; and though 
de hoped the beſt, the iſſue was un- 
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ſet up ſhop for herſelf. 


. PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


imaginable care; my lord's name be- 
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| convenient for me to retire, until the 
affair ſhould be brought to a deter. 
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his coach and fix, which he had {cnt 


man ſhould ever have power enough 


feſſing this philoſophick indifference, 


love: ſo that I concluded his inten- 


incumbrance upon his fortune, I re- 


certain; that if it ſhovl( be giv 
againſt me, the deciſion Would inſpire 
my lord with freſh ſpirits to diſt 
my peace; and therefore it would þ 


mination. - ö 
* I was very much diſconcerted 3 
this intelligence; and the gentleman 
who ſtayed perceiving my concern 
aſked what I intended to do, or if te 
could ſerve me in any ſhape, and de. 
fared to know whither I propoſed to 
retreat. I affected to laugh, and an. 
ſwered—** To a garret, I believe! 
To this over-ſtrained raillery he re. 
plied, that if I ſhould, his friendſhip 
and regard would find the way to my 
apartment: and I had no reaſon to 
doubt the ſincerity of his declaration, 
We. conſulted about the meaſures 1 
ſhould take, and I determined tore- 
move into the country, where I was 
ſoon favoured with a letter from him, 
wherein he expreſſed the infinite ple. 
ſure he had in being able to aſſure ne, 
that my ſuit had been ſucceſsful, and 
that I might appear àgain with great 
ſafety. ,. 8 

© Accordingly, I 


returned to town in 


tor my convenience, and the ſame 
evening went with him to the mal- 
querade, where we paſſed the night 
very agreeably, his ſpirits, as well as 
mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch 
by the happy event of my proceſs. 
This gentleman was a perſon. of great 
honour, worth, and good-nature; he 
loved me extremely, but did not care 
that I ſhould know the extent of his 
paſſion : on the contrary, he endeas 
voured to perſuade me, he had laid 
it down as a maxim, that no vo- 


over his heart, to give him the leaf 
pain or diſquiet. In ſhort, he bad 
made a progreſs in my affc&ion, and 
to his generoſity was I indebted for 
my ſubſiſtence two whole years; dur- 
ing which, he was continually pto- 


while, at the ſame time, he was giving 
me daily aſſurances of his friendihip 
and eſteem, and treating me with in- 
ceſſant marks of the moſt paſſionate 


tion was cold, though his temper was 
warm. Conſiderin myſelf as an 


re 
ene « doubled 


. 


goubled my endeavours to obtain a 
« ſeparate maintenance fran mv lord, 
| © and removed from St. James's Square 
i ro lodgings at Kenſington, where I 
|; had not long enjoyed myſelf in tran- 
W « quillity, before it was interrupted by 
na very unexpected viſit. ES 
= «While I was buſy one day dreſſing 
aa my dining- room, I found his lord- 
W « ſhip at my elbow, before I was aware 
« of his approach, although nis coach 
«© wasat the door, and the houſe already 
in the poſſeſſion of his ſervants, He 
© accoſted me in the uſual ſtyle, as if 
ve had parted the night before; and 
« ] anſwered him with an appearance 


© of the ſamecareleſs familiarity, deſir- 


© ing him to fit down, while IT retreated 
© to my chamber, locked the door, 
© and fairly went to bed; being, per- 
« haps, the firſt woman who went thi- 
© ther for protection from the inſults of 


« a man. Here, then, Iimmured myſelf. 


«© with my faithful Abigail. My lord 
© finding me ſecured, knocked at the 
door, and through the key: hole beg- 
 ged to be admitted; aſſuring me, that 
« all he wanted was a conference. I 
© defired ro be excuſed, though I believ- 
© ed his aſſurance; but I had no incli- 
© nation to converſe with him, becauſe 
I knew from experience the nature of 
«© his converſation, which was ſo difa- 
« greeableand tormenting, that I would 
have exchanyed it at any time for a 
good beating, and thought myſelf a 
© gainer by the bargain. However, he 
© perſiſted in his importunities to ſuch a 
* degree, that Taſſented to his propoſal, 
on condition that the Duke of L-— 

ſhould be preſent at the interview; and 
* he immediately ſent a meſſage to his 
grace, while I in peace ate iny break - 
* taſk, conveyed in à baſket, which 
vas hoiſted up to the window of my 
bed-chamber. 5 | 
© The duke was ſo kind as to come 
at my lord's requeſt, and before I 
would open the door, gave me bis 
word, that I mould be protected from 
all violence and compulſion. Thus 
aſſured, they were permitted to enter. 
My little gentleman ſitting down by 
my bed-file, began to repeat the old 
5 hackneyed arguments he had formerly 
: uſed, with the viewof inducing me to 
jt live with him; and I, on my fide, 
, Tepeated my former objections, or 
pretended to liſten to his repreſenta- 
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© ployetd in contriving the means of ef- 
* fefting an eſcape, as the duke cally 
perceived by my countenance, « 


c 
* 


C 
c 
c 
6 
* 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


Findling all his remonſtrances inef- 
fectual, he quitted the chamber, aud 


© left his cauſe to the eloquence of his 
grace, Who {at with me a whole hail, 


hour, without exerting himſelf much 


in behalf of his client,hecauſe he k neu 


I was altogether obſtinate, and deter- 
mined on that ſcore; but joked upon, 
the behaviour of his lordſhip, who, 
though jealous of molt people, had 
left him alone with me in my bed- 
chamber, obſerving, that hemuſteither 
have great confidence in his virtue, or 


© a very bad opinion of him otherwiſe, 
6 In ſhort, I found means to defer the 


* 


his grace, and the advice of II 


categorical anfwer tilt next day, and 
invited the duke and his lordihip to 
dine with me to-morrow. My wiſe 
yoke-fellow ſcemed to doubt the ſin- 
cerity of this invitation, and was very 
much diſpoſed to keep' poſſeſſion of 
my houſe: but, by the perſuaſions of 


who was his chief counſellor and 
back, he was prevailed upon to take 
my word, and for the preſent left me. 
© They were no ſooner retired, than 
I roſe with great expedition, packed 
up my cloaths, and took thelter in 
Eſſex, for the krit time, Next day, 
my lord and his noble friend came 
to dinner, according to appointment; 
and being informed of my eſeipe by 


my woman, whom I had left in the 


houſe, his lordſhip diſ-overed ſome 


ſigns of diſcontenr, and inſiſted upon 


ſeeing my papers; upon which m 


maid produced a paicelof hills which 


I owed. to different people. Notwith- 


ſtanding this diſappointment, he ſat 


down to what was provided for din- 
ner, and with great deliberation eat 
up a leg of lamb, the beſt part of a 


fowl, and ſomething elſe, which I do 


not now remember; and then very 
peaceably went away, giving my maid 
an opportunity of following me to 
the place of my retreat, © 
« My intention was to have ſought 
refuge, as formerly, in another coun- 


try; but 1 was prevented from putting 


my deſign in ex2cution by a fit of ill- 
neſs, during which I was vikt:d by 
my phyſician and ſome of my own 


relations, particularty a diſtunt couſin 


*, { 
of mine, whom my lord had engaged 


in his intereſts, by promiſing to recom- 
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« penſeher amply, if ſhe could perſuade 
me to comply with his deſire. In this 
« office ſhe was aſſiſted by the doctor, 
ho was my friend, and a man of 
« ſenſe, for whom I have the molt per- 
fett eſteem, though he and I have of- 
ten differed in point of opinion, In 
a word, I was expoſed to the inceſſant 


which added to the deſperate circum- 
ſtances of my fortune, compelled me 
* to embrace the terms that were of- 
© fered, and I again returned to the 
£ domeſtick duties of a wife. 

_ © was conducted to my lord's houſe 


by an old friend of mine, a gentleman 


turned of fifty, of admirable parts 


and ring e ui he was a pleaſing 


„ ex 


and reſpect. 
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© companion, chearful and humane, and 
* hadacquireda great ſhare of my eſteem 
In a word, his advice. 
© had great weight in my deliberations, 
© becauſe it ſeemed to be the reſult of 

xperienceanddiſintereſted friendſhip. 
© Without all doubt, he had an un- 


c feigned concern for my welfare; but 


© being an admirable politician, his 
© ſcheme was to make my intereſt co- 
© incide with his own inclinations; for 
© Ihadunwittingly made an innovation 
© upon his heart, and as he thought 1 
© ſhould hardly favour his paſſion while 


I was at liberty to converſe wirh the 
_—_ of my admirers, he counſelled me 


© to ſurrender that freedom, well know- 


ing that my lord would be eaſily per- 
ſuaded to baniſh all his rivals from 


the houſe; in which caſe he did not 
doubt of being able to inſinuate him- 
ſelf into my affections ; becauſe he laid 
it down as an eternal truth, that if 
any two perſons of different ſexes 
were obliged to live together in a de- 


from all other human intercourſegthey 
would naturally and inevitably con- 
tract an inclination for each other. 

How juſt this hypotheſis may be, 
I leave to the determination of the 
curious; though, if I may be allowed 


couple ſo ſituated would be apt to im- 

bibe mutual diſguſts, from the nature 
and neeeſſity of their union; unleſs 
their aſſociation was at firſt the effect 
of reciprocal affection and eſteem. Be 
this as it will, I honour the gentleman 
for his plan, which was ingeniouſl 
contrived, and artfully condugted; 


* but I happened to have too much ad- 


importunities of all my acquaintance, 
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ſart, where they would be excluded 


to judge from my own diſpolition, a 
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* dreſs for him in the ſequel, cunning 
* as he was, though at firſt I did ng) 
« perceive his drift; and his lordſhip 
was much leſs likely to comprehend 
© his meaning. 
© Immediately after this new accom. 
moda: ion, I was carried to a count:y. 
houſe belonging to my lord, and was 
ſimple enough to venture mylelf (un. 
attended by any ſervant on whoſe in. 
tegrity I could depend) in the hands 
of his lordſhip Hd H n, whoſe 
villainy I always dreaded; though at 
this time my apprehenſions were con- 
ſiderably increaſed, by recolledling, 
that it was not his intereſt to let me 
live in the houſe, left his conduct 
ſhould be enquired into; and by re- 
membering, that the very houſe to 
which we were going, had been twice 
burned down. in a very ſhort ſpace of. 
time, not without ſuſpicion of his 
having been the incendiary, on ac. 


was loſt in the conflagration. True 
it is, this imputation was never made 
good; and perhaps he was altogether 
innocent of the charge; which never. 
theleſs affected my ſpirits in ſuch 3 
manner, as rendered me the moſt mi- 
ſerable of all mortals. In this terror 
did I remain, till my confternation 
was weakened by the arrival of Mr, 
Bal-—,agood-natured, worthyman, . 
whom my lord had invited to his 
houſe, and I thought would not lee 
me ill- uſed. In a * weeks we were 
joined by Dr. 8— and his lady, 
who viſited us according to their pio- 
miſez and it was reſolved that we 
ſhould fet out for Tunbridge on 3 
party of pleaſure, and at our retuin 
examine H—n's accounts. 
* This laſt part of our ſcheme was no! 
at al] reliſhed by our worthy fteward, 
who therefore determined to overturn 
our whole plan, and lu ccerded ac- 
cordingly. My lord all of a ſudden 
declared himſelt againſt the jaunt we 
had projeged, and inſiſted upon BY 
ſtaying at home, without aſſigning 
any reaſon for this peremptor) beha- 
viour; his countenance being clouCy? 
and for the ſpace of three days he di 
not open his mouth; _ | 
4 Ar fall, he one night entered m) 
© bed-chamber, to which he now ha 
« free acceſs, with his ſword under bi 
© arm, and if I remember aright it was 
© ready drawn; I could not help ting 


s notice 


* av 
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notice of this alarming circumſtance, * and the whole family in confuſion 
« which ſhocked me the more, as it hap- © ſurprized and concerned at this difo « 
© nened immediately after a gloomy fit © der, he entered into expoſtulation with 
« of diſcontent. However, I ſeemed © my lord, who owned, that the cauſe - 
© to overlook the incident, and difmiſ- * of his difpleaſure and difquiet was no 
« ſing my maid, went to bed; becauſe © other than jealouſy : H-—— tad in. 
(| was athamed to acknowledge, even formed him, that I had been ſeen to 
© to my ow] a heart, any dread of a per- walk out with Mr. Bal=—inamorn- 
© ſon whom I deſpiſed fo mach. How- * ing; and that our correſpondence had 
© ever, the ſtrength of my conftitution © been obſerved with many additional 
© was not equal to the fortitude of my * circumſtances, which were abſolutely 
© mind: I wastaken ill and the ſervants „ falſe and groundleſs, This imputa- 
were obliged to be called up; while © tion was no ſooner underſtood, than 
« my lord himſelf, terrified at wy ſitua- * jt was reſolved that the accuſer ſhould 
tion, ran up ſtairs to Mrs. S——, be examined in | preſence of us all. 
who was in bed; told her, with evident © Heaccordingly appeared, exceedingly 
' perturbation of ſpirits, that I was very * drunk, though it was morning, and 
much indiſpoſed, and ſaid, he believed * repeated the articles of the charge as 
« ] was frighted by his entering my * an information he had received from 
chamber with his ſword in hand. © a man who came from town to hang 
„This lady was fo ſtartled at his in- „the bells, and was long ago returned 
formation, that ſheran into my apart- to London, | | 
© ment half naked, and as ſhe went This was an inſtance of his cunning 
© down Rairs, aſked what reaſon could “ and addreſs, which did not forſake 
© induce him to have carried his ſword © him even in his hours of intoxication, 
with him. Upon which he gave her Had he fixed the calumny on any one 
to underſtand, that his intention was of the ſervants, he would have been 
© to kill the bats. I beſieve and hope he © confronted and detected in his falſe» 
had no other deſign than that of in- * hood. Nevertheleſs, though he could 
* timidating me, of when the affair * not be legally convicted, it plainly 
happened I was of a different opinion, * appeared that he was the author of 
Mrs. S=— havingputon her cloaths, this defamation, which 1 cenſed Mr. 
* ſat up all night by my bed-ſide, and gal to ſuch a degree, that he could 
* yas ſo good as to aſſure me, that ſhe ( ſcarce be witheld from puniſhing him 
would not leave me until I ſhould be © on the ſpot by manual chaſtiſement. 
* ſafely delivered from the apprehen- * However, he was prevailed upen to 
* hons that ſurroundled me in this houle, * abſtain from ſuch immediate ven- 
to which ſhe and the doctor had been * geance, as a ſtep unworthy of his 
* the principal cauſe of my coming; for „ character; and the affair was brought 
my lord had haunted and importuned © to this iſſue, that his lordſhip ſhould 
_ * them inceflantly on this ſubje&, pro- © either part with meor Mr. H; 
* teſting that he loved me with the moſt for I was fully determined againſt 
* inviolableaffeQion; and all be deſired - living under the ſame roof with ſuch 
was, that I would ht at his table, ma- © an incendiary. | | 
nage his family, and ſhare his fortune. This alternative being propoſed, 
* By thele profeſſions, uttered with an * my lord diſmiſſed his Reward, and 
air of honeſty and good-nature, he had we returned to town with the doctor 
_* Umpoſed himſelf upon them forthe beſt © and Mrs. S——; for I had imbibed 
* tempered creature upon earth; and “ ſuch horror and averſion for this coun 
* then uſed all their leh with me © try-ſeat (though one of the pleaſanteſt 
* to take him into favour. This hath * in England) that I could not bear to 
* been the caſe with a great many peo- live in it, We therefore removed to 
ple, who had but a ſuperficial Know- a houſe in Bond Street, where,accord- 
* ledge of his diſpoſition; but in the „ing to the advice of my friends, I ex- 
o 
c 
c 
* 
- 
6 


x courle of their a&quaintance they have erted my whole power and complai- 
never failed to difcern and acknow- „ ſance, in endeayours to keep my 


* ledge their miſtake, 1 huſband in good- humour; but was 
, 5 The doctor on his return from Tun- ſo unſucceſaful in my attempts, that 
4 bridge, to W. eh place he had made a if ever he was worſe-tempered, more 
mip by himſel. und me ill a-bed, © capricious, or intolerable, at one 3 

| | GOT MO”, | | | s than 


» 


« 
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* than at another, this was the ſeaſon in Dr. 8 and bis lady, intim; 3 
* which his ill-humour predominated to, © that I peither could Tor would « WM 
=  *©* the mblt rancoious device, I was «© poſe myſelf any longer to ſuch of 1 1 
. © ſcarce ever permitted to {tir abroad, The doctor _exhorted me to bear- . A 
* ſaw nobody at home but my old male fate with patience, and Mis. "Da. BH 
friend whom I have mentioned above, © was filent on the ſubject; lo that! Hl 
and the doctor with his lady, from * ſtil] heſitated between ſtaying and g0 3 j 
«* whofe converſation allo I was at laſt © ing; when the doctor, being one 75 1 
excluded. jaa at ſupper, happened to have (ns „ 
Nevertheleſs, I-contrived to ſteal a * words with my lord, who was ſo vi. I 
„meeting now and then with my late lently tranſported with paſſion, that! 
bene factor, for whom I entertained a ©: was actually afraid of going to bed 1 
_ © great ſhare of affection, excluſive of *© with him; and next morning when } 
, © that gratitude which was due to his * he awaked,; there was ſuch ar exprel. 
©, generoſity, It was not his fault that “ fon of frantick wildnels in his coun. 
© I compromiſed matters with my lord; „ tenance, that 1 imagined he was ac- 
© for he was as free of his purſe as 1 tually di ſtracted. | 


« was unwilling to ufe it, It would, * This alarming circumſtance con. 

© therefore, have been unfriendly, un- firmed me in my reſolution of decamp. 

« kind, andungratefulin me, (nouwthat * ing; and I accordingly moved my 

112 in affluence) to avoid all inter- * quarters roa houſe in Sackville Street, 

of courie with a man who had ſupported where I had lodged when I was a 

me in adverſity, I. think people can- © widow. From thence I ſent a meſſige 

© not be too ſhy and ſcrupulous in re- to the Duke of ; LN defiring he 

E ceivin; fayours; but when once they would make my lord acquainted with 

. © areconferred, they ought never to for- the place of my abode, my reaſons 

get the obligation: and I was never * for removing, and my intention to 

© more concerned at any incident in my defend myſelf againſt all his attempis, 

« lite, than ar hearing that this gentle- The firſt night of this ſeparation! 

man did pot receive a letter, in which I © went to hed by myſelf, with as much 

© acknowledged ihe laſt proof of his © ple:ſure as a man would ſeel in going 

* friendſhip and liberality which T had to bed to his miſtreſs, whom he had 

* occzlion to uſe, becaule I have fince « long ſolicited in vain; fo rejoiced was 

learned that he ſuſpected me of neglect. I wo be delivered from my obnoxious 
But to return to my ſituation in © hedfellow ! | | 

© Bond Street. I bore it as well as I From theſe Jodgings I ſoon moved 

could for the ſpace of three months, „to Brook Street, where I had not long 

© during which I lived in the midſt of enjoyed the ſweets of my eſcape, when 

© ſpies, who were employed to watch my I was importuned to return, by a yew 

conduct, and underwent every mor- *© ſteward, whom my lord had engage! 

85 tification that malice, power, apd folly, © in the oom of H. This gen- 

could indift, Nay, ſo ridiculous, ſo © tI-man, who borea very faircharatter, 

* unreaſonable, was my tyrant in his made ſuch judicious reprefentations, | 

« ſpleen, that he declared he would even © and behaved fo candidly in the dil. 

be jeaJovs of Heydigger, if there was charge of his function, that I agree! 

no other man to incur his ſuſpicion. © he-ſhould act as umpire in the diffe- 

e expected that T ſhould ſpend my „ rence betwixt us; and once more 4 

* whole time with bim, tete à tft: reconciliation was eff. cted, though 

eben I ſacrificed my enjoy ment to * his lordſhip began 10 be diffatisfied 

_ © theſe comfortable parties, he never even before theexecution of our agiee— 

failed to lay hold on ſome innocent e ment, in conſequence of wh'cl he 

n expreſſion of mine, which he made the attended me to Bath, whither 1 wept 

foundation of a quarrel; and when I for the benefit of my healed, which 
ſtrove 10 avoid theſe diſagreeable miſ- © was not a little impaired. | 

interpretations, hy reading or writing, This accommodation bad a ſur- 

he inceſſantly teazed and tormented „ prizing effect upon my lover; who, 

me with the imputation of being „ notwithſtanding his repeated dec la- 

peeviſh, ſullen, and reſerved.  * rations, that no woman ſhould ever 

.* Harrafled by this inſufferable beha - gain ſuch an aſcendency over bis heart 

viour, T communicated my ale to ( as to be able to give him pain, vr: 
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« love, when he now found himſelf de- 
WE prived of the opportunities of ſeeing 
ne, and behaved very differently from 
hae he had imagined he ſhould: his 
WE. words and actions were deſperate ; one 
5 of his expreſſions to me WAS It 18 
WT «like wilting my heart-ſtrings, and 
WE « tearing it out of my body. Indeed 
1 mould never have ated this part, 
WE « jad 1 foreſeen what he would have 
WE « ſoffered; but I proteſt I believed him 
WE © when he ſaid otherwiſe, ſo much, that 
his declaration on that ſubje& was the 
© occaſion of my giving him up; and 
it was now too late to retract. 
In our expedition to the Bath, I 
| © was accompanied by a very agreeable 


p * 


© time very happily, amid the diver- 
| © ſions of the place, which ſcreened me, 
© inagood meaſure, from the vexatious 


© this place we repaired to his ſeat in 
© the country, where we ſpent a few 
months, and then returned again to 
| © ourhouſe in Bond Street. Here, while 
© I was confined to my bed by ilIneſs, 
it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was 
© no other than a private lying-in, 
though I was under the roof with my 
lord, and attended by his ſervants. 

© While the diſtemper continued, my 
lord (to do him juſtice) behaved with 
* all imaginable tenderneſs and care; 
*and his concern on theſe occaſions 
* ſhave already mentioned, as a ſtrange 
* inconſiſtency in his diſpoſition. If 
his actions were at all accountable, I 


* ſhould think he took pains to fret me 


' Into a fever firſt, in order to manifeſt 
; his love and humanity afterwards. 
' When I recovered my ſtrength. and 
ſpirits, I went abroad, ſaw company, 
; and ſhould have been eaſy, had he 
been eontented; but as my ſatisfac- 
on increaſed, his good-humour de- 
a eayed, and hebaniſhed from his houſe, 
one by one, all the people whoſe con- 
verſation could have made my life 
agreeable, | | | 
b L often expoſtulated with him upon 
f his malignant behaviour, proteſting 
my deſire of living peaceably with 
a him, and begging he would not lay 
me under the neceſſity of changing my 


; monſtrances, (though I warned him 
wore than once of theevent; ) perſiſted 


n ihe agonies_of diſappointed 


„young lady, with whom I paſſed my 


© ſociety of my hopeful partner. From 
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meaſuxes. He was deaf to all my re- 


c in hi , 4 
us maxims of perſecution; and, 
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the death of Mr. B 


after repeated quarrels, I again left 
his houſe, fully determined to ſuffer 
all ſorts of extremity, rather than ſub- 
ject myſelf to the tyranny of his diſ- 
poſition, Je 

© This year was productive of one 
fatal event, which I felt with the ut- 
moſt ſenſibility of ſorrow, and I ſhall 
alwaysremember with regret: Imean, 
——, with whora 
I had conſtantly maintained an inti- 
mate correſpondence fince the firſt 
commencement of our it ben h 


He was one of the moſt valuable men, 


and promiſed to be one of the brighteſt 


ornaments that this or any other age 


had produced. I enjoyed his friend- 
ſhip without reſerve; and ſuch was 
the confidence he repoſed in my inte= 
grity, from long experience of my 


truth, that he often ſaid he would 


believe my bare aſſertion, even though 
it ſhould contradi& the evidence of 
his own ſenſes. Theſe beingthe terms 
upon which he lived, it is not to be 
ſuppoſed that I bore the loſs of him 
without repining:indeed my grief was 
unſpeakable; and though the edge of 


it be now ſmoothed by the lenient 


hand of Time, I ſhall never ceaſe to 
cheriſh his memory with the 192 ten- 
der remembrance. 

Puring the laſt period of my living 
with my lord, I had agreed to the 
expediency of obtaining an act of par- 
liament, which would enable him to 
pay his debts; on which occaſion there 
was a neceſſity of cancelling a deed 
that ſubſiſted between us, relating ta 
a ſeparate maintenance; to which, on 


certain proviſions, I was intitled: and 


this was to be ſet aſide, ſo far as it 
interfered with the abovementioned 
ſcheme, while the reſt of it ſhould re- 
main in force. When this affair was 
about to be tranſacted, my lord very 
generouſly inſiſted on my concur- 
rence, in annulling the whole ſettle- 
ment; and when Irefuſed to comply 
with this demand, becauſe this was 


the ſole reſource I had againſt his ill- 


uſage, he would not proceed in the 
execution of his plan, though by drop- 
ping it he hurt nobody but himſelf; 
and he accuſed me of having receded 
from my word, after I had drawn 
him into a conſiderable expence., 
This imputation of breaking my 


word, which I defy the whole world, 
10 prove I ever did, incenſed me: the 
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more, as I myſelf; had propoſed: the 
©. {theme for his ſervice, although I 
©. knew the-accompliſhment of it. would 
*.. endanger the validity of my. own ſet- 
© tlement; and my indignation. was ftilÞ 
% more augmented by-the behaviaurof 
© Mr. G, who had always pro- 
©, feſſed à regard for my. intereſt, and 
©, upon my laſt accommodation with my 
, lord; undertaken. to effect a reconci - 


6. liation between my father and me: 


but when he was queſtioned about the 


4 particulars of this difference, and de- 


, fired to declare whether his lordſhip 


© or I was to blame, he declined the 


*: office of arbitrator, refuſed to be ex- 
©. plicit upon the ſubject, and by cer- 
©; tain ſhrewd hum's and ba's ſignified 
©. his: diſapprobation- of my conduct. 
Vet this very man, when I imparted 


©. to him, in confidence, my intention 


of making another retreat, and frank - 
© ly aſked his opinion of my deſign, 
fſeemed to acquieſce in the juſtice of 
it in theſe remarkable words. Ma- 


% dam, if I thought, or had hopes of 
4% my lord's growing better, I would 


ce don on my knees to deſire you to 
1 ſtay; but as I have not, I ſay no- 
e thing. = 
If he connived at my conduct in 
© this particular, why-ſhould he diſap- 
prove of it, when all I aſked was but 
common juſtice? But he was a de- 
pendant; and therefore I excuſe his 
. e eee (not to call it unfriend- 
Ay) behaviour, 
be too cautious of giving offence to his 
© lordſhip, who ſometimes made him 
feel the effects of that wrath which 


other people had kindled; particu- 


© fJarly, in conſequence of a ſmall ad- 
e venture which happened abaut this 
© very period af time. 


q ver y agreeable, ſprightly, good: | 


a natured- young man, a near; relation 


1 of: my lord, happened to be at our 


* houſe one evening, when there was a 
c fire-in the neighbourhood ;j. we agreed 
5 to-go:and-ſup at a tayern, en famille; 
and having ſpent the evening with 
© great; mirth and good - humour, this 
_ © young gentleman; who was naturally 
* facetious, in taking his leave, ſaluted 
us all round, My lord, who had be- 
fore entertained ſome jealouſy of his 
4 kinſwan, was very much provoked 
by this trifling ĩneident, but very pru- 


« dently ſuppreſſed his diſpleaſure till 


he returned to his on houſe, where 
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Indeed he could not 


© his rage co- operating with the 
© pagne- he had 
© ſuch a degree of: reſolution, that hs 
ſprung upon the innocent G=.., 
collared him with great fury, thou 
he was altogether unconcerned in the 
cauſe of his indignation, 
This extravagant and frantick he. 
' haviour, added to the other grievances 
under which I laboured, haſtened ny 
. reſolution of leaving him; and he to 
this day blames his relation, as the 
immediate cauſe of my eſcape, where. 
as he ought to place it to the account 
of his own madneſs and indiſcretion, 
When I. retired to Park Street, he 
cautioned all my tradeſmen (not even 
excepting my baker) againſt givin 
me credit, aſſuring op 92 he iy, 
not pay any debts I ſhould contrad; 
and the difficulties to which I way 
reduced, in conſequence of this cha. 
ritable-declaration, together with the 
reflect ion on what I bad ſuffered, and 
might undergo, from the caprice and 
- barbarity of his diſpoſition, affected 
my health ſo much, that I was taken 
again ill, and my life thought in 
danger. „ 
My conſtitution, however, got the 
better of my diſtemper, and I was or- 
dered into the country by my phyfi- 
cians, for the benefit of the air; ſo 
that E found myſelf under the necel- 
ſity of keeping two houles, when I 
was little able to ſupport one, and ſet 
up my chariot, becauſe. I could not 
' defray the expence of a hackney- 
coach ; for I had as much credit giv- 
en me as I aſked for, notwithſtanding 
my lord's orders to the contrary. 
Having recruited my ſpirits in the 
country, I returned to town, and was 
viſited by my friends, who never for- 
ſook me in adverſity; and in the ſum. 
mer removed to a houſe in Eſſex, 
where I lived a few months in great 
tranquillity, unmoleſted by my t) 
rant, who ſometimes gave me a whole 
year's reſpite. Here I uſed to ride 
and drive by turns (as my humour 
diftated) with horſes which were [ent 
me; and I had the company of my 
lover, and another: gentleman, v 
was af very agreeable companion, and 
of Gngular leryice- to me in the {- 
quel. 1333 
At laſt, my lord having recen 
intelligence of the — of my abodö, 
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and his tormenting humour rec urrings 


Yy g 


oy 1 


= , t for. my habitation, and in 
l i te appeared in his coach r 
« fix, attended by Mr. G=—», an 

© another perſon, whom he had engaged 
« for the purpoſe, with ſeveral domel- 
« ticks armed. I immediately ſhut up 
© my doors at his approach, and refuſed 
« him admittance, which he endeavour- 
« ed to obtain by a ſucceſſion of prayers 
« and threats; but I was deaf to both, 
« and reſolved to hold dut to the laſt. 
« Seeing me determined, he began his 
« artack, and his ſervants actually forc- 
ed their way into the houſe; upon 
which I retreated up ſtairs, and for- 
: tified myſelf in my apartment, which 
the aſſailants Rormed with ſuch fury, 
0 that the door began to give way, and 
retired into another room. 

« Whil& I remained in this poſt, Mr. 
6. demanded a parley, in which 
© he begged I would favour my lord 
© with an interview, otherwiſe he knew 
© not what might be the conſequence, 
Fo this remonſtrancel replied, that I 
was not diſpoſed to comply with his 
© requeſt; and that though their deſign 
ſhould be murder, I was not at all 
© afraid of death, Upon this declara- 
© tion they renewed their attacks, which 
« they carried on with indifferent ſyc- 
© ceſs till the afternoon, when my lord 
, (as if he had been at play) ſent a 
formal meſſage to me, deſiring that 
© all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, till after 
© both parties ſhould have dined. At 
© the ſame time, my own ſervants came 
for inſtractions; and I ordered them 
© tolet him have every thing which he 
© ſhould call for, as far as the houſe 
« would afford. e | 
He did not fail to make uſe of this 
« permiſſion; but, ſitting down with his 
* companions, eat up my dinner with- 
© out heſitation, after he had paid me 
* the compliment of defiring-to know 
* what he ſhould ſend up to my apart- 
' ment. Far from having any ſtomach 
to partake of his meal, I ſat ſolitary 
* upon my bed, in a ftate of melancho- 
© ly expeCtation, having faſtened the 
door of the outward room for my ſe- 
* curity, while IL keptmy chamber open 
* for the convenience of air, the wea- 
ther being exceſſively hot. 

His lordſhip having indulged his 
appetite, reſumed his attempt, and all- 
* of a ſudden I heard a noiſe in the 
* next room; upon which I ſtarted up, 
ang pereetving that he had got into 


* 
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my anti- chamher, 17 the help of 2 
bench that ſtood under the window, 
* Iflung-to the door of my room, which 
© Tlocked with great expedition, and 
© opening another that communicgted 
with the ſtajr-caſe, ran out of the 
* houſe, through a crowd of more tha 
* hundred people, whom this fray had 
gathered together. 8 
Being univerſally beloved in the 
* neighbourhool, and reſpected by my 
© lord's ſervants, I paſſed among them 
untouched, and took refuge in fer - 
Ip 


ks 
04 
£ 
* bouring cottage; while his lord 

© bawled and roared for aſſiſtance, be- 

© ing afraid to come out as he had gone 

© in, Without waiting for his de- 

© liberations, I changed cloaths with 

* the poor woman who had given me 

© ſhelter, and in her blue apron and 

* ſtraw-hat fallied out into the fields, 
* intending to ſeek protection at the 

* houſe of a gentleman not far off, 

though I was utterly ignorant of the 

road that led to it. However, it 

© was my good fortune to meet with a 

farmer, who undertook to conduct me 
to the place; otherwiſe I ſhould hare 

miſſed my way, and in all probabi- 

lity lain in the fields; for, by this 
time, it was eight o'clock at night. 

© Under the direction of this guide, I 
traverſed hedges and ditches, (for I 

would not venture to travel in the 
highway, leſt I ſhould fall into the 
hands of my purſyer) and after 1 
had actually tumbled in the mire, and 
6 walked fix or ſeven long miles by the 
* help of a good ſpirit, which never 
© failed me on ſuch occaſions, I arvived 


c 
£c 
7 


-# 


© at theplace, andrung the bell at the 
garden. gate for admittance. - Seeing 
my figure, which was very uncouth, 
* together with my draggled condition, 
„they denied me entrance; but when 
they underſtood who I was, jmme- 
„ dizzely opened the door, and I was 
© hoſpitably entertained, after having. 
been the ſubject of mirth, on account 
© of my dreſs and adventure. 
Next day I returned and took poſ- 
© ſeſſion of my houſe again, MAT - 
* ſumedmy former amuſements, which 
* I enjoyed in quiet for the ſpace of 2 
« whole month, waiting with reſigna- 
tion for the ifſue of my law. ſuit; when 
one afternooon I was apprized of his 
* lordſhip's approach by one of my 
© ſpies, whom I always employed to 
c reconnoitrethe road; and ſo fortunate 
00 2 Was 
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pas in the choice of theſe ſcouts, that 
I never was betrayed by one of them, 
© though they were often bribed for that 
i "SC urpoſe, | 
P 

« I no 
e Fence, than I ordered my horſe to be 
« ſaddled, and mobo. rode out of 
«© ſight immediately, directing my courſe 


a different way from the London road. 


'£ had not long proceeded in this track, 
s when my career was all of a ſudden 
4 ſtopped by a five-bar gate, which, af- 
© ter ſome heſitation, I reſolved to leap, 


© (my horſe being an old hunter) if! 


£ ſhould find myſelf purſued. How- 


\© eyer, with much difficulty I made a 
C ſhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety 
© gt the houſe of my very good friend 

| a juſtice of 


Mr. G——, who bein 
© the peace, had promiſed me his pro- 
© tection, if it ſhould be wanted. 
© 'Thus ſecured for the preſent, I 
© ſent out ſpies to bring information © 
© his lordſhip's proceedings, and under- 
4 ſtood that he had taken poſſeſſion of 
© my houſe, turned my ſervants adrift, 
and made himſelf maſter of all my 
© moveables, cloaths, and papers. As 
for the papers, they were of no conſe- 
© quence, but of cloaths I had a good 
« flock, and when | had reaſon to be- 
« lieve that he did not intend to relin- 
* quiſh his 0 OE. I thought it was 
© high time for me to remove to a greater 
c Hoe from his quarters. Accord- 
< ingly, two days after my eſcape, I ſet 
£ out at eleven o'clock at night, in a 


© chariot and four, which I borrowed 


c of my friend, attended by a footman, 
© ho was a ſtout fellow and well arm- 
© ed, I myſelf being provided with a 
© brace of good piſtols, which I was 
© fully determined to uſe againſt any 
zerſon who ſhould preſume to lay vio- 


af 
© Jent. hands upon me, except my lord, 


2 for whom a leſs mortal weapon would 


© have ſufficed, ſuch as a bodkin or a 
© tinder-box, Nothing could be farther 
© from. my intention, than the deſire of 
© hurting any living creature, much leſs 
4 my huſband ; my deſign was only to 
© defend myſelf from cruelty and op- 
© preffion, which I knew, by fatal ex- 
0 . would infallibly be my lot, 
© ſhould he get me into his power; and 
I thought 1 had as good a right to pre- 
© ſerve my happineſs, as that which 
every individual has to preſerve his 
fe, eſpecially againſta ſet of ruthans, 


ſooner received this intelli- 
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for a little puny 


out at the window, and 


* 


who were engaged to rob 
In the midi 9 | 

| midit of my jo 
footman came up, an told ay is 
dogged; upon which I looked out 
and ſeeing a man riding by the cha, 
riot ſide, preſented one of my pita 
re ſerveꝗ iat 
he thought 


me of it 


poſture of defence unti 


Proper to retreat, and rid me of the 


fears that attended his company, [ 
arrived in town, and changing my 
equipage, hired an open chaiſe, jn 
which (though I was almoſt ſtarved 
with cold) I travelled to Reading 
which I reachel by ten next morning; 
and from thence proceeded farther in 
thecountry, with a view of taking te- 
fuge with Mrs. CH, who was my 
particular friend. Here I ſhould have 
found ſhelter, though my lord had 
been before-hand with me, and en- 
deavoured to prepoſſeſs heragainſt my 
conduct, had not the houſe been croud- 
ed with company, among whom [ 
could notpoſſiblyhave been concealed, 


eſpecially from her brother, who was 


an intimate friend of my perſecutor. 
Things being thus ſituated, Len- 


© Joyed but a very ſhort interview with 


her, in which her ſorrow and perplex- 


ity on my account appeared with great 


expreſſion in her countenance; and 
though it was not in her power to af- 
tord me the relief I expeRed, ſhe in 
the moſt genteel manner ſent after 


© mea ſmall ſum of money, thinking 


that, confidering the hurry in which 
I left my houſe, I might have occaſion 
for it on the road. Iwas by this time 
benumbed with cold, fatigued with 
travelling, and almoſt fretted to death 
by my diſappointment, However, 
this was no time to indulge deſpon- 
dence; fince nobody could or would 
aſſiſt me, I ſtood the more in need of 
my own reſolution and preſence of 
mind. After ſome deliberation, I 
ſteered my courſe back to London; 
and being unwilling to return by the 
ſame road in which I came, as well as 
impatient to be at the end of my jour. 
ney, I choſe the Bagſhot way, and 


ventured to croſs the heath by moon: 

a 1 

Here I was attacked by a footpad 
armed witha broad-ſword, who cam? 

© up and demanded my money. 


My 


© ſtock amounted to twelve busen 
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ang 1 foreſaw,that ſhould I be ſtripped 
of the whole ſum, 1 could not travel 
without diſcovering who I was, and 
conſequently running the riſk of be- 
ing detected by my purſuer. On 
theſe conſiderations I gave the fellow 
three guineas and ſome filverz with 
which be was ſo far from being ſatiſ- 
fied, that he threatened to ſearch me 
for more: but I ordered the coach- 
man to proceed, and by good fortune 
eſcaped that ceremony; t ough I was 
under ſome apprehenſion of being 
overtaken with a piſtol bullet in my 
fight, and therefore held down my 
head in the chaiſe, in imitation of ſome 
great Men, who are ſaid to haveduck- 
ed in the ſame manner in the day of 
battle, | 
My fears happened to be diſap- 
pointed, TI lay at an inn upon the 
road, and next day arrived in town, 
in the utmoſt difficulty and diſtreſs; 
for I knew not where to fix my habi- 
tation, and was deſtitute of all means 
of ſupport, In this dilemma, I ap- 
pliedto my lawyer, who recommend- 
ed me to the houle of a tradeſman in 
Weſtminſter, where I lodged and 
boarded upon credit with my faithful 
Abigail, (whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by 
the name of Mrs. 8 r) fer the 
ſpace of ten weeks, during which I 
law nobody, and never once ſtirred 
abroad. 
© While T was thus harraſſed out of 
all enjoyment of life, and reduced to 
the utmoſt indigence, by the cruelty 
of my perſecutor, who had even ſtrip- 
ped me of my wearing-apparel, I made 
a conqueſt of Lord DB, a noble- 
man who is now dead, and therefore 
I ſhall ſay little of his character, 
which is perfectly well known: this 
only will I obſerve, that next to my 
own tyrant, he was the perſon of 
whom I had the greateſt abhorrence. 
Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in 
compoſition, I preferred the offers of 
this new lover, which were very con- 
iderable; and as an aſylum was the 
: chief thing I wanted, agreed to fol- 
low him to his country-ſeat, whither 
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had purchaſed u pon credit. 
owever,upon mature deliberation, 
I changed my mind, and ſiguified my 
reſolution in a letter, defiring, at the 
me time, that my baggage might be 
ſent back. In conſequence of this 


Jactually ſent my cloaths, which 1 
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© meſſage, I expected a viſit from him, 
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in all the rage of indignation and diſ- 
appointment, and gave orders, that 
he ſhould not be admitted into my 
houſe: yet, notwithſtanding this pre- 
caution, he found means to procure 
entrance; and one of the firſt objects 
that I ſaw next morning in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with 
his horſe-whip, againſt which (from 
the knowledge of the man) I did not 
think myſelf altogether ſecure; though 
I was not much alarmed, becauſe I 
believed myſelfſuperiorto him in point 
of bravery, ſhould the worſt come to 


the worſt; but, contrary to my expec- 


tation, and his uſual behaviour to our 
ſex, he accoſted me very politely, and 
began to expoſtulate upon the con- 
tents of the letter. I freely told him, 
that I had raſhly aſſented to his pro- 
poſal, for my own convenience only; 
that when I reflected on what I had 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me 
to live with him upon theſe terms; 
and that, as I did not like him, and 
could not diſſemble, ſuch a correſ- 
pondence could never tend to the ſa- 
tisfaction of either. He allowed the 


"inference was juſt, though he was very 
much chagrined at my previous pro- 


ceeding: he relinquiſhed his claim, 
reſtored my cloaths, and never after- 


wards upbraided me with my conduCt 


in this affair; though he at one time 
owned, that he ſtill loved me, and 
ever ſhould, becauſe J had uſed him 
ill; a declaration that ſtrongly marks 
the peculiarity of his character. As 
for my own part, I own that my be- 
haviour on this occaſion is no other 
way excuſable, than on account of the 
miſerable perplexity of my circum- 
ſtances, which were often ſo calami- 
tous, that I wonder I have not been 
compelled to take ſuch ſteps as would 
have rendered my conduct much more 
exceptionable than it really is. 

At laſt all my hopes were blaſted 
by the iſſue of my ſuit, which was de- 
termined in favour of my lord. Even 
then I refuſed to yield; on the con- 
trary, coming out of retirement, I 
took lodgings in Suffolk Street, and 
ſet my tyrant at defiance. But, being 
unwilling to truſt my doors to the care 
of other people, I hired an houſe in 
Conduit Street; and no ſooner ap- 


peared in the world again, than I was 


luxrounded by divers and ſundry wow» 
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of admirers, I believe I received the 
incenſe and addreſſes of all kinds un- 
der the ſun, except that ſort which 
was moſt to my liking, a man capable 
of contracting and inſpiring a mutual 
attachment; but ſuch a one is 1 . 


rare and ineſtimable: not but that I 


own myſelf greatly obliged to all thoſe 


whocultivated my good graces, though 
they were very little beholden to me; 


for where I did not really love, I could 
never profeſs that paſſion ; that ſort of 


diſſimulation is a ſlavery that no ho- 


neſt nature will undergo. Except one 
worthy young man whom I ſometimes 
ſaw, they were a ſtrange medley of 
inſignificant beings; one was inſipid, 


another ridiculouſly affected; a third 


void of all education, a fourth alto- 


ether inconſiſtent; and, in ſhort, 1 


ound as many trifling characters 
among the men, as ever I obſerved in 
my own ſex. Someof them I endea- 
voured to bring over to my maxims, 


while they attempted to make a pro- 


ſelyte of me; but finding the taſk im- 


practicable on both ſides, we very 


wiſely dropped each other. 

At length, however, I was bleſſed 
with the acquaintance of one noble- 
man, who is, perhaps, the firſt cha- 
racter in England, in point of honour, 
integrity, wit, ſenſe, and benevolence; 
when I have thus diſtinguiſhed him, 
I need ſcarce mention Lord ——, 
This great, this good man, poſſeſſes 
every accompliſhment requiſite to in- 
ſpire admiration, love, and eſteem. 
With infinitely more merit than al- 
moſt ever fell to one man's ſhare, he 
manifeſts ſuch difidence of his own 
qualifications, as cannot fail io pre- 


_ poſſeſs every company in his favour. 


He ſeems to obſerve nothing, yet ſees 
every thing; his manner of telling a 
ſtory, and making trifles elegant, is 

eculiar to himſelf; and though he 
— a thouſand oddities, they ſerve 
only to make him more agreeable, 
After what I have ſaid, it may be 
ſuppoſed that I was enamoured of his 
perſon: but this was not the caſe; 
fave is altogether capricious and fan- 
ciful; yet I admire, honour, and 


eſteem him to the higheſt degree, and 


when [ obſerve, that his character re- 
ſembled that of my dear departed 
friend Mr. B-——, or rather, that 
Mr. B, had he lived, would have 


reſembled Lord I pay the higheſt 
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compliment can conceive both to 
living and the dead. 


pected aſſault, that Lord — ſaid 


ed in his life, than at the horror which 


celved the red coat, than he was ſeitel 


Falſtaff in the play, multiplied m 


In this nobleman's friendſhip 2 
converſation I thought myſelf happy, 
though I was, as uſual, expoſed toth 
indefatigable efforts of my lord, wh, 
one day, while I was favoured vid 
the company of this generous frient 
appeared at my door 1n his coach, u. 
tended by another gentleman, why 
demanded entrance with an air d 
authority. A very honeſt footmay, 
who had been long in my ſervice, m 
up ſtairs in the utmoſt conſternatio, 
and gave me an account of what hz 
happened below, Upon which, I told 
him he had nothing to anſwer fo, 
and ordered him to keep the door fal 
ſhut againſt al} oppoſition; though! 
was fo much affected with this unex. 


he was never more ſurprized and ſhock. 
appeared in my countenance, when! 


ſaw the coach ſtop at my door. 
My little hero being refuſed admit. 


tance, went away, threateningto retun 


ſpeedily with a reinforcement; and 
during this interval, I provided myelf 
with a foldier, whom I placed cent. 
nel at the door, within fide, to guard 
me from the danger of ſuch aſſault 
for the future. My lord, true to hi 

romiſe, marched back with his aur. 
[raries, reinforced with a conſtable, 
and repeated his demand of being ad. 
mitted; and my ſoldier opening the 
ſaſh, in order to anſwer him, accord- 
ing to my directions, he no ſooner per. 


with ſuch a pannick, that he inſtant: 
ly fled with great precipitation; and 
when he recounted the adventure, lik 


guard into a whole file of muſqut- 


teers. He alſo made a ſhift to di. 


cover the gentleman, who had been 


- ſo kind as to lend me one of his com · 


pany,.and .complained of him to the 
Duke of N, in hopes of ſecing 
him broke for his miſdemeanor; but 
in that expeRation he was luckily dl- 
appointed, _ | 

« Perceiving that in England ſhould 
never enjoy peace, but be continu? J 
ſubjeR to t hoſe alarms and Ain 
which had lready impaired my healt 
and ſpirits, 1 reſolved to repair 48%" 
to France, my beſt refuge and ſore!ꝰ 
treat from the perſecution of m 2 
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nannt. Yet, before I took this ſtep, 1 
= .ndeavoured, by the advice of my 

W friends, to conceal m ſelf near Wind- 
WS (or; but was in a little time diſcover- 
eddy my lord, and hunted out of my 
W lucking-place accordingly. _ 
removed to Chelſea, where I ſuffered 
BS inconceivable uneaſineſs and agitation 
WS of nind; from the nature of my ſitua- 
WS tion, my tranquillity being thus in- 
BS cefantly invaded by a man who could 
not be ſatisfied with me, and yet could 
not live without me: ſo that, though 
Il I was very much indiſpoſed, I ſet out 
for France, by the way of the Hague, 


as the war had (hut up all other com- 


monication, having nootherattendant 
but my woman 8—— r; who, though 
dhe dreaded the ſea, and was upon the 
brink of matrimony, would not quit 
me in ſuch a calamitous condition, 
until I was joined by my footman and 

other maid, whom I ordered to fol- 
low me with the baggage. But, be- 


Lord —, demanding my cloaths, 
BE © which he had (ſeized in Eſſex; and he 
= © refuſing to deliver them, I was obliged 
= © toequip myſelf anew. upon credit. 
I I was ſupplied with money for my 
journey by my good friend L—; 
and after a ſhort and pleaſant paſſage, 
arrived at the Hague, whereIftayed two 
months, and parted with 8 r, on 
whom I ſettled an annuity of five and 
* twenty pounds, payable out of the 
W * proviſion which I had or might obtain 


* ance had I prevailed upon Lord B 
do grant to another maid, who at- 
ttended me while J lived in his houſe. 
* I did not much reliſh the people in 
Holland, becauſe they ſeemed entirely 
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* taſte for pleaſure or politeneſs; a ſpe- 
| * cies of diſpoſition that could not be 
| x very agreeable to me, who always de- 
: ſpiſed money, had an unbounded be- 
x nevolence of heart, and loved pleaſure 

beyond every other conſideration, 
When I ay pleaſure, I would not be 
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* coultitutes the ſupreme happineſs of 
thoſe only who are void of ſentiment 
and imagination. Nevertheleſs, I re- 
a ceived ſome civilities in this place; 
$ and among the reſt, the reputation of 
" having for my lover the King of 


"Aly, and viſited me often; circum- 


I then 


= fore my departure, I ſent a meſſage to 


from my huſband. The ſame allow 


* deyoted to ſelf-intereſt, without any 


* underſtood to mean ſenſuality, which 


. 0 


s miniſter, who was young and efore th 
6 little fellow, who was the leaſt fero- 
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* ſtances that were ſufficient to lay me 
under the imputation of an amour, 
which I frequently incurred without. 
having given the leaſt cauſe of ſu- 

ſpicion, 

* Having taken leave of my Dutch 
friends, Ideparted from the Hague, in 
company with an Engliſh woman, 
whom I had choſe for that purpoſe, 
and arrived at Antwerp, with much 
difficulty and danger, the highway be- 
ing infeſted with robbers. After hav- 
ing repoſed myſelf a few days in this 
city, I hired a coach for myſelf, and 
ſet out, with my companion, for Bruſ- 
ſels ; but hefore we reached Mechlin, 
our vehicle was attacked by two huſ- 
ſars, who, with their ſabres drawn, 
obliged the coachman to drive into a 
wood near the road, I at firſt ima. 
gined they wanted to examine our paſſ- 
ports, but was ſoon too well convinced 
of their deſign; and though very muck 
ſnocked at the diſcovery, found reſo- 
lution enough to ſuppreſs my concern, 
ſo that it ſhould not aggravate the 
terrors of the young woman, who had 
almoit died with apprehenſion. Ieven 
encouraged her to hope for the beſt 3 
and addreſſing myſelt to the rohbers 
in French, begged in the molt ſup- 
pliant manner that they would ſpare 
our lives; upon which one of them, 
who was a little fellow, affured me in 
the ſame language, that we had no- 
thing to fear for our perſons, 

When we were conveyed in a ſtate 
of dreadful ſuſpence about threequar- 
ters of a mile into the wood, the ruf- 
fians came into the coach, and taking 
my keys, which I kept ready in my 
hand for them, opened three. large. 
trunks that contained my baggage, 
and emptying them of every thing 
but my hoops and a few books, pack- 
ed up their booty in a. cloth; then 
robbed me of my money and jewels, 
even to my ſhoe-buckles and ſleeve- 
buttons, took my footman's laced hat, 
and gave it, by way of gratification, 
to a peaſant, who, came from behind 
the buſhes, and aſſiſted them in pack - 
« This affair being diſpatched, they 
ordered us to return to the road by a 
different way from that in which we 
were carried into the wood; and. 
© mounting their horſes, rode off with 
© the plunder, though not before the 
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-which they made excurſions in the 


/ 


cious of the two, had come and ſhaken 
me by the hand, wiſhing us a good 
journey; a compliment which I hear- 
tily returned, being extremely well 
pleaſed with the retreat of two ſuch 
companions, who had detained us a 
whole half hour; during which, not- 
withſtanding the afſurance I had re- 
ceived, I was in continual apprehen- 
ſion of ſeeing their operation concluded 
with the murder of us all; for I ſuppoſe 
they were of that gang, who had ſome 
time before muidered a French officer, 
and uſed a lady extremely ill, after 
having rifled her of all ſhe had. _ 
Having thus undergone pillage, and 
being reduced to the extremity of in- 
digence in a foreign land, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that my reflections were 
very comfortable; and yet, though I 
ſuſtained the whole damage, I was the 
only perſon in the company who bore 
the accident with any reſolution and 
preſence of mind. My coachman and 
valet ſeemed quite petrified with fear; 
and it was not till I had repeated my 
directions, that the former drove far- 
ther into the wood, and took the firſt 
turning to the right, in order to re- 
in the road, according to the com- 
mand of the robbers, which I did not 
chuſe to diſobey. | | | 
This misfortune I ſuffered by the 
miſinformation Ireceived at Antwerp, 
where I would have provided myſelf 
with an eſcort, had not I been aſſured, 
that there was not the leaſt occaſion 
to put myſelf to ſuch extraordinary 
expence: andindeed the robbers took 
the only half hourin which they could 
have had anopportunity of plundering 
us; for we no ſooner returned into the 
highway,than we met with the French 
artillery coming from Bruſſels, which 
was a ſecurity to us during the reſt of 
our journey. We were afterwards in- 
formed, at a ſmall village, that there 
was actually a large gang of deſerters, 
who harboured in that wood, from 


neighbourhood, and kept the peaſants 
in continual alarms. | 


Having proceeded a little way, we 


were ſtopped by the artillery croſſing 
a bridge; and as the train was very 
long, muſt have been detained till 


night, had not a ſoldier informed me, 
that if I would take the trouble to 


come out of my coach, and apply 10 


the commandant, he would order them 
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© to halt, and allow me to paſs. Tt, 
the man's advice, and was hy hin 
© conducted, with much difficulty 
© through the crowd to ſome officer, 
© whoſcemed ſcarce to deſerve the name: 
for when I ſignified my requeſt, they 
6 neither roſe vp, nor deſired me to ſt 
© down; but lolling in their chairs, wih 
one leg ſtretched out, aſked, with an 
© air of diſreſpect ful raillery, where] 
* was going; and when I anſwered, 
“ To Paris;“ deſired to know wha] 
© would do there. 
* I, who am naturally civil where] 
© am civilly uſed, and favcy enough 
© where I think myſelf treated with 


© their inſolent and unmannerly bebe 
© viour, and began to reply to their im. 
pertinent queſtions very abruptly; { = 
that a very tart dialogue would hate | 
< enſued, had not the converſation been 
© interrupted by a tall, thin, gentecl, 
© young French nobleman, an officerin 
© the army, who chancing to come in, 
© aſked with great politeneſs, what I 
would pleaſe to have, I then repeated 
my deſire, and produced my paſſports, 
© by which he learned who I was, He 
* immediatelygave orders that mycoach 
© ſhould paſs; and afterwards viſied 
© me at Paris, having obtained my per- 
* miſſion, and taken my addreſs at pait. 
ing; while the others, underſtanding 
my name and quality, aſked pardon 
for their impolite carriage, which they 
told me was owing to the repreſenta- 
tion of the foldier, who gave them to 
underſtand, that I was a ſtrolling ac- 
treſs. | EVE Wt 
© I could not help laughing heartily 
at this miſtake, which might have pro- 
ceeded from the circumſtances of my 
appearance, my footman having been 
obliged to change hats with the pea- 
ſant, and myſelf being without buckles 
in my ſhoes, and buttons in my riding 
ſhirt, while my countenance ſtill re- 
tained marks of the fear and confuſion 
T had undergone. After all, perhaps 
the fellow was a droll, and wanted 
to entertain himſelf at my expence. 
© The day was ſo far conſumed in 
theſe adventures, that I was obliged 
to take up my lodgings at Mechlin, 
where I addreſſed mylelf to the inten- 
«.dznt, giving him an account of the 
«© diſafter I had met with, and defiring! 
might have credit at the inn, as our 


*. whole company could got raiſe the 
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« yalue of a fix-pence. This gentle- „ dangerous part of the journey was 


man, though a provincial, was polite 
in his way, and not only granted my 
requeſt, but invited me to lodge at his 
own houſe. I accordingly gave him 
my company at ſupper, but did not 
chuſe to ſleep in his quarters, becauſe 
he appeared to be what the French call 
un vieux debauche, | 

Next day he ſent. a trumpet to the 
general, with a detail of my misfor- 
tune, in hopes of retrieving what I 
had loft ; but, notwithſtanding all 
poſſible ſearch, I was fain to put up 
with my damage, which, in linen, 


laces, cloaths, and baubles, amounted 


to upwards of ſeven hundred pounds: 
a loſs which never deprived me of one 
moment's reſt; for though I lodged at 
a miſerable inn, and lay in a paltry 
bed, I ſlept as ſound as if nothing 
extraordinary had happened, after I 
had written to London and Paris, di- 
recting that the payment of my bills 
of credit might be Ropped. Indeed, 
I know but of two misfortunes in life 
capable of deprefling my ſpirits; name- 
ly, the loſs of health and friends; all 
others may be prevented or endured. 
The articles of that calamity which I 
chiefly regretted, were a picture of 
Lord W— m, and ſome inimitable 
letters from Mr, B—. 

From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſ- 
ſels, where being known, I got credit 
for ſome neceſſaries, and borrowed 


twenty guineas, to defray the expence 


of my journey to Paris. Having con- 
ſulted with my friends about the ſafeſt 
methodof travelling throughFlanders, 
I was perſuaded to take places in the 
publick voiture; and accordingly de- 
parted, not without fears of finding one 
part of the country as much infeſted 
withrobbers as another. Norweretheſe 
apprehenſions aſſuaged by * conver - 
lation of my fellow-traveliers, who 
being of the lower ſort of people, that 
delight in exaggerating dangers, en- 
tertained me all the way with an ac- 
count of all the robberies and murders 
which had been committed on that 
road, with many additional circum- 
ſtances of their own invention. 

After having been two days expoſ- 
to this comfortable converſation, 
among very diſagreeable company, 
which is certainly one of the moſt 
diſagreeable fituations in life, I ar- 


nved at Liſle; where, thinking the 
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© naw paſſed, I hired a poſt-chaiſe, and 1/8 

© intwo days more reached Paris, with- TY 

© out any farther moleſtation, 
Upon my arrival in this capital, I 


outrage, the fear of it never onceen- 
tered my head, otherwiſeI ſhould have 
been more ſhocked and alarmed than 
I really was: but it ſeems this was 
the chief circumſtance of my compa- 
nion's apprehenſion; and I cannot 
help obſerving,that an homely woman 
is always more apt to entertain. thoſe 
fears,.than one whoſe perſon expoſes 
her to much more imminent danger. 
However, I now learned, thatthe riſk 
I ran was much greater than I ima- 
gined it to be, thoſe ruffians being fa- 
miliarired to rape as well as murder, 
© Soon after my appearance in Paris, 
I was favoured with the addreſſes of 
c ſeveral French lovers; but I never had 
© any taſte for foreigners, or indeed for 
© any amuſements of that kind, except 
© ſuch as were likely to be * and 
© ſettled upon a more agreeable footing 
© than that of common gallantry. When 
© I deviated from this principle, my 
6 
c 
* 
s 
. 
6 
1 


was immediately viſited by my old ac- Uo 
quaintances, who hearing my diſaſter, # 
offered me their cloaths, and infifted * 15 
upon my wearing them until I could {6 
be otherwiſe provided. They likewiſe $i 
engaged me in parties, with a view of 1% 
amuſing my imagination, that I might Wh; q 
now grow melancholy in reflecting „ 
upon my loſs; and deſired me to re- 1 
peat the particulars of my ſtory forty WG 
times over, expreſſing great ſurprize WB 
at our not being murdered, or raviſn- WAR 7 
ed ar leaſt. As for this laſt ſpecies of 1 1 

731 


Ht * 
8 5 


conduct was the effect of compul- 
ſion, and therefore I was never eaſy 
under it, having been reduced to the 
alternative of two evils, the leaſt of 
which I was obliged to chuſe, as a 
man leaps into the ſea, in order to 
eſcape from n ſhip that is on fire. 
Though I rejefted their love, I did 
not refuſe their company and conver- 
*' ſation; and though my health was 
* conſiderably impaired by the ſhock 1 
received in my laſt adventure, which 
4 was conſiderably greater than I at firſt 
© imagined, and affected my companion 
© ſo much, that ſhe did not recover her 
« ſpirits till ſhe returned to England; I 
« ſay, though I was for ſome time avale- 
© tudinarian, I enjoyed myſelf in great 
„ tranqvillity for the ſpace of ten months, 
. 


— 3 0 4 
270 TSS ten £ > eb ne 
2 * 
R r EV 2 1 


1 ares 5 he m 
yi ” k 2 
— 2 — " n — Fane 1 _— _ 2 * — ITO" F 4 1 
IS —— - — 8 — R __ Wome ³˙ oe 2 ene 
FW. = x Code. "a * 5 7 - = 


OE Bn Rn nnY 
2 


4 — — — 
8 2 Fa 
= mg; 9; 
” Fn £2 8 = 
r 
_ 2 * 


— — 


2 5 q — r — _ ** * 6 
5 bs 5 2 — — 2 5 — 2 . * — — 2 — — — © OE CIS F —— : 4 = — - — 
„. 9 2 — > S. . 5 2 7 — ores Teo, — rn _ he 8 8 E Se F 3 — ——_— : 
———_ —— r D ha CLI 73 3 << KS by >, r - 1 Labs PR 24406 q 74 0 n 2 2 
28 8 — 7 CESS n 2 > Rog; WE — 8 N wy 7 6 3 F oe 5 2 4+ "Ry. N 8 2. 271 „ 2 
Ps 2 —— — — 4 Cy Fi OR I - : | —— _— a —— 5 * — * 22 hae — 7 I”, 8 4 4 0 > 205 . 2 2 — _ 
- - 3 . Sy — _ . O 5 p _ * + — S 1 " **. > — 1 r Nw PR 4 th of a 9 «RY 
— - — : p 3 —— : 5 _ 3 1 ome 3 e —— — 8 8 d * 
an 4 
n * 
> — 


7 4 
MM, 


298 


2 


MK M * 


during which I was viſited by Engliſh, 
Scotch, and French, of all parties and 
perſuaſions ; for pleaſure is of no fac- 
tion, and that was the chief object of 
my purſuit ; neither was I ſoambiti- 
ous of being a politician, as to employ 
my time and thoughts upon ſubjects 
which I did not underſtand. I had 


_- admirers of all ſides, and ſhould have 


\ 
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« ſpent my time very much to my lik. 


„ing, had not I felt my funds ſenſibly 


I q diminiſh, without any proſpect of their 


being repaited; for I had been obliged 
to lay out a great part of the ſum al- 
lotted for my ſubſiſtence, in ſupplying 
my companion, my ſervant, and my- 
ſeif, with necefſarics, in lieu of thoſe 


v-which we had loſt. 


© Having before my eyes the uncom- 
fortable proſpect of wanting money in 
a ſtrange place, I found myſelf under 
the neceſſity of returning to England, 
where I had more reſyurces than I 
could poſſibly have among foreigners; 
and with that view: wrote to Lord 
—'s agents, deſiring that I might 


be enabled to diſcharge my obliga- 


tions at Paris; by the payment of my 
pin- money. Thus a negociation com- 
menced, and his lordſhip promiſed to 
remit money for the clearance of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four 
hundred pounds: but he would nor 
advance one farthing more, though! 
gave him to unde, ſtand, that while he 
protracted theagreement,I muſt inevi- 


tably be adding to my incumbrances, 
and that I ſhould be as effectually de. 


tained by a debt of twenty pounds as 


if T owed a thouſand. Notwithſtand- 


ing all my repreſentations, he would 
not part with one ſhilling over the 


"neat ſum which I had at firſt ſtpu- 


lated ; ſo that all my meaſures were 
rendered abortive, and I found it alto- 
gether impracticable to execute thoſe 


reſolutions I had formed in his fa- 


vour. ; 
Thus did he, fora mere trifle, em. 
barraſs the woman for whom he pro- 


feſſes the moſt unlimited love, and 
whoſe principles be pretends to hold in 
the vtmoſt veneration, 
confidence in my integrity is not with. 
out foundation; for many wives, with 


one half of my provocatien, would 


have ruined him to all intents and 
"purpoſes; whereas, notwithſtanding 
al] theextraordivaryexpencesto which 
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I haye beep expoſed by his continual 
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perſecution, he never paid a ſhill;; 

on my account, except one thouſand 
pounds, excluſive of the ſmall alloy. 
ance which was my due. In a word 
ſo much time elapſed before my lor 
could prevail upon himſelf to advance 
the bare four hundred, that I wag in. 
volyed in freſh difficulties, from which 
I found it impoſſible to extricate my. 
ſelf : and though I had occaſion t, 
write a letter to my benefactor Lid 
—, in which I expreſſed my x. 
knowledgmentfor paſt favours, could 
not venture io ſolicit more; even when 
I was encouraged by a very obliging 
anſwer, wherein he declared that the 
good qualities of my mind and heart 
would bind him to me in friendſhip far 
ever. 

While J ruminated on my un om 
fortable ſituation, which would gti. 


ther permit me to return to England, 


nor taſtay much longer where I was, 
a young Engliſhman of immenſe for. 
tune took Paris in hisway from Italy, 
accompanied by a moſt agrecable 
Scotchman, of very good ſenle and 
great vivacity. It was my good or 
ill fortune to become acquainted with 
theſe gentlemen, who having ſeen me 
at the opera, expreſſed a deſire of be- 


ing known to me, and accordinęlyfa- 
voured me with a viſit one afternoon, 


when the briſk North Briton engrofled 
the whole converſation ; while the 
other ſcemed fearful and diffident even 
to a degree of bathfulneſs, through 
which, however, I could diſcern ade- 
lics te ſenſibility and uncommon un— 
derſtanding. There was in his per- 
ſon, (which was very agreeable) as 
well as in his behaviour, a certain 
n@irvete that was very pleaſing ; and 
at this firſt interview we reliſhed each 
other's company ſo well, that a ſort of 
intimagy immediatelycommencedand 
was carried on in a ſucceſſion of par- 
ties of pleaſure, in the cou: ſeof which 


1 found him fraught with all the ten- 
derneſs and (ſentiment that render the 


heart ſuſceptible of the moſt refined 
love; a diſpoſition that immediately 
made me partial to him, while it ſub- 
jected his own heart to all the violent 
impreſſions of a paſſion, which I Jittle 
imagined our correſpondence would 
have produced. 2 

© Nevertheleſs, I was far from being 
diſpleaſed with my conqueſt, becault 
his perſon and qualifications, as 2 


— 5 
. N 4 'T% 2 1 * 4 * 2 - N Fe = * 8 hat, dt by & 0 9 * — "REP A CONTI et, is do 3 * * 8 = 
N N N 5 : - 7 2 p ='*7 — 2 " A. * n — 2 _ 1 * " 2 e 9 TE — at >, Sp R * _ IFC — S g — 9 oP, p - 3 * == q 
— a * 4 R . _— 6 a ö IE 5 I STI. n 12 R — V R A W e E 8 RRR be ET "v 3 GW F WT > has: , ns" a. COT : \ p 3 
1 = __ = * * 8 K . — — - I” - ” £ — * EET o - Ed ante” SAKE wget mT 1 ** * * 5 * — 1 * n * 5 7 L - - Y - J y l ; 
—_ 8 DN r ** A * c N * * * * MY WIT! * — * 1 : 2 * . 5 ' 
n 4 1-44 * N n A&R N r ̃ ˙ !TT . iP; r 4 EX "; PTL IIS W 1 . A 8 - OE BANE - wp. >; 4 9 mp TREE * pi . pints" 2 * [ 7 7 ol IE U . e * e 2 
8 A A * 9 4 2 hats tn ER rad te od 2 SG bes S r 2 21 r n 2 Y RET 3 — K 2 A a þ * n 2 8 7 9 9 — 2 * 1 n c er . oi BRAKES. 5,99 "8 CS DE : n 8 ee * Ac] L 
N . = * 9 5 OF 2 8 2 5 1 F ** * 22 O SLE by f 5 a, w_ *, x Le) N EE Io F WIE n wa - e n o - dE ST INS es 8 * * 2 oh 8 r . 8 8 bs FE. g — 0 
. = 10 BY 8 2 CR TEE EAR FELT EIT, PR BROS 3 re ry Ig ke, — ( . 88 n VTEC S r n STT % ... n FS >< mo ; . « 5 
BR 2 e N LED ”A 0 2 i e * FEMA 4 S 8 = e . . 6, 8 3 2 54 + KEE 5 e r n FT 3 5 r A 5 Is 7; OE AS? 5 8 8 Fo * ” F 
. ” * 5 ** . 0 K. TY * 7 D N 7 N 5 2 cM - N — mw — 7 2 IS 7 3 wy - ITE q LAT. 5 a oO and & +3 0 


«a «A «a «A ca aA a aa «xa 


cx a 89A „„ 


» a = a, a a c „ =» a -> -. a „„ > 


- 


- - * * * - - — — * - — - Lg * a „ — * * a - = - 


az his manner of addreſs, . were very 
much tomy liking, and recommend - 
ed him in a particular manner to my 
affe&ion. Indeed, he made a greater 
progreſs in my heart than I myſelf 
ſuſpeed ; for there was ſomething 
congenial in our ſouls, which from 
our firſt meeting I believe had attract- 
ed us (unknown to ourſelves) under 
the notions of friendſhip and regard, 
and now diſcloſed itſelf in the molt 
aſſionate love. 
] lifened to his addreſſes, and we 
were truly happy. His attachment 
was the quinteſſence of tenderneſs and 
uncerity, while his generoſity knew 
no bounds. Not contented with hav- 
ing paid twelve hundred pounds on 
my account, in the ſpace of one fort- 
night, he would have loaded me with 


preſent after preſent, had not I abſo- 


lutaly refuſed to accept ſuch expenſive 
marks of his munificence, I was even 
mortified at thoſe inſtances of his li- 
berality, which my ſituation compel - 
led me to receive; leſt, being but little 
acquainted with my diſpoſition, he 
ſhould ſuſpe& me of being intereſted 
in my love, and judge my conduct by 
the malicious reports of common fame, 
which he afterwards owned had at firit 
obtained ſuch credit with him, that he 
believed our mutual attachment would 
not be of long duration, But in this 
particular he was ſoon undeceived : 
his heart, though naturally adapted 
for the melting paſſion, had hitherto 


eſcaped untouched by all the ladies of 


Italy and France z and therefore the 
firſt impreſſions were the more deeply 
fixed, As he was unpractiſed in the 
ways of common gallantry and deceit, 
the ſtriking ſimplicity in his character 
was the more likely 'to engage the 
heart of one who knew the perfidy of 
the world, and deſpiſed all the farce 


and bombaſt of faſhionable profeſſion, 


which I had always conſidered as the 
phraſe of yanity and oſtentation, ra- 
ther than the genuine language of 
love. Beſides, gratitude had a con- 
ſiderable ſhare in augmenting my af- 
fection, which manifeſted itſeſf in ſuch 
a warm, cordial, artleſs manner, as 
increaſed his eſſeem, and rivetted his 
attachment; for be could eaſily per- 
ceive from the whole tenour of my 
conduct, that my breaſt was an utter 
ſtranger to craft #nd diſſimulation: 
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ing any engagement with him, be- 
cauſe being younger than me, he might 
© be more pt to change, and the world 
© might be malicious enough to ſuppoſe 
© had practiſed upon his inexperience; 


but, conſcious of my own integrity, 


© I ſet flander at defiance, truſting to 
© my own behaviour, and his natural 
« probity, for the continuance of his 
© love. Though we did not live toge- 
ther inthe ſame houſe, the greateſt part 
of our time was ſpent in each other's 
company; we dined” and ſupped at 
* the ſame table, frequented publick 
© places, went upon parties tothe coun- 


© try, and never parted, but for a few 


hours in the night, which we paſſed 


© in the utmoſt impatience to meet 


© again, 

In this agreeable manner did the 
days roll on, when my felicity was 
interrupted by a fit of jealouſy with 
which I happened to be ſeized. I had 
contracted an acquaintance with a 
young married lady; who, though her 
perſonal attractions were but flender, 


a ®a.a. a, cz 0 


© was, upon the whole, an agreeable, 


chearful, good-natured companion, 
* with a little daſh of the coquette in 
© her compoſition, This woman be- 
ing in very indigent circumſtances, 
* occaſioned by ſome loſſes her huſband 
had ſuſtained, no ſooner had an op- 
portunity of ſeeing and converſing 
with my lover, than ſhe formed a de- 
ſign of making a conqueſt of him. 1 
ſhould have forgiven her for this 


of real paſſion; but I knew her too 
well to ſuppoſe her heart was ſuſcep- 
tible of love, and accordingly reſent- 
ed it. In the execution of her plan, ſhe 
neglected nothing which ſhe thought 
capable of engaging his attention. 
She took all opportunities of ſitting 
near him at table, ogled him in the 
moſt palpable manner, directed her 
whole diſcourſe to him, trod upon his 
toes; nay, I believe, ſqueezed his 
hand. My blood boiled at her, 
though my pride, for ſome time, en- 
abled me to conceal] my uneaſineſs ; 
till at length her behaviour became fo 
arrogant and groſs, that I could nas 
longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and 


immediately renounce his correſpon- 
dence, | 12 85 


et was at firſt fearful of contact - He way greatly alatmed at this une 


5 expected 


ſcheme, whatever pangs it might have 
colt me, had I believed it the effect 


one day told my lover, that I would 
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expekted declaration; and when he 
underſtood the cauſe of it, aſſured me, 
that for the future he would never ex- 
change one word with her. gatisfied 
with this mark of his ſincerity and re- 
gard, Ireleaſed him from this promiſe, 
which he could not poſſibly keep, 
e while ſhe and I lived upon any terms; 
# and we continued to viſit each other 
« 2s uſual, though ſhe ſtill perſiſted in 
© her endeavours to rival me in his af- 
« fetion, and contrated an intimacy 
with his companion, who ſeemed to 
«© entertain a paſſion for her, that ſhe 
© might have the more frequent oppor- 
© tunities of being among us; for the 
© had no objection againſt favouring 
* the addreſſes of both. One evening, 
© I remember, we ſet out in my coach 
* for the opera; and in the way, this 
© inamorata was fo buſy with her feet, 
that I was incenſed at her behaviour, 


and when wearrived at the place, re- 


«fuſed to alight, but ſettingthem down, 
declared my intention of returning 
home immediately. She was ſo much 
pleaſed with this intimation, that the 
could not conceal the joy ſhe felt at 
the thoughts of converſing with him, 
uninterrupted by my pretence; an 2. 
portunity with which I had never fa- 
youred her before. This open exul- 
tation increaſed my anger and anxiety, 
I went home; but, being ſtill tortured 
with the reflection of having left them 
together, adjuſted myſelf in the glaſs, 
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of my own figure, and without farther 
© delay returned to the opera. 


< them, without being perceived, had 
© theſatisfaCtion of ſeeeing him removed 
ot as great a diſtonce from her as the 
© place would permit, and his bead turn- 
© ed another way. Compoſed: by this 


. * examination, I joined them without 
_ © farther ſcruple, when my young gen- 

0 tleman expreſſed great joy at my ap- 
1 pearance, and told me he was deter- 
. © mined to have left the entertainment, 


# and come in queſt of me, had I not 


_ © returned at that inſtant. 
In our way homewards, my rival 
repeated her uſual bints, and with her 


* large hoop almoſt overſhadowed my 


lover from my view : upon which my 
o jealouſy and wrath recurred with tuck 


« viglence, that I pulicd the ring, ad 4 


_ 
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ed a new ſpectacle to the people ofpani. 


though I was too angry to take notice 


Having enquired for the box in 
L which they ſat, I took poſſeſſion of one 
4 that fronted them, and reconnoitering 


* ſignal forthe coachman to ſtop, withy 
© view of getting out, and going hon: 
* afoot; a ſtep which would have afford. 


But I reffected, in a moment, upon th, 
* folly of ſuch a reſolution, and ſoon je. 
collected myſelf, by calling my pride 
© to my aſſiſtance. I determined, hoy. 
ever, that ſhe ſhould act no more ſcentʒ 
of this kind in my preſence, and that 
* ſame night infiited upon my lover's 
* droppingallintercourſeandconneRign 
© with this tormentor, He very chest. 
* fully complied with my defire, and 
« was even glad of an occaſion to break 
* off his acquaintance with a peiſvn 
* about whom I had plagued him { 
A 
* Thus was freed from the perſecu. 
tion of one of thoſe creatures, who, 
though of little conſequence in then. 
ſelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, and 
find means to deſtroy that harmony 
which reigns between two lovers, by 
the intruſion of a looſe appetite, void 
of all ſenfibility and diſcretion : hey. 
ing no feeling themſelves, they cannut 
ſympathize with that of other people, 
and do miſchief out of mere wanion- 
neſs. 
© My lover being obliged to go to 
England, had ſettled me in a genteel 
© houſe in Paris, with a view of return» 
ing when his affairs ſhould be adjuf. 
© ed; but when the time of his depar- 
© tureapproached, he began tobe uneaſy 
© at the proſpect of ſeparation, and in 
© order to alleviate his anxiety, defired 
* me toaccompany him to Calais, where 
ve ſtayed together three or four days, 
* during which the dread of parting be- 
came more and more intenſe: ſo that 
© we determined upon my following 
* him into England, by the firſt oppor- 
© tunity, where I ſhould livealtogether 
* incog. that I might be concealed from 
the enquiries and attempts of my lord. 
© Even after this reſolution was fixed, 
© weparted with allthe agonies oflovers 
* who deſpair of ever meeting agein; 
© and the wind blowing very high after 
©. he had embarked, increaſed my fears. 
But by the return of the packet boat, 
© I was bleſſed with the report of his 
being ſafe arrived in England, and 
* had the ſatisfaction of peruſing bu 
letters by every polt. © | 
My admirer being thus detached 
+ from me, my thoughts were entire 
© employed in concerting ſome pride 
| | method 


F 


— 


w eihod of conveying myſelf to him. 
As I would not truſt myſelt in the 
common packet, for fear of being diſ- 
covered, after having revolved divers 
ſchemes, I determined to tran ſport my- 
ſelf in one of the Dutch fiſhing-boats, 
though F knew the paſſage would be 
hazardous; but, in a caſe of ſuch 
intereſting concern, I overlooked all 
danger and inconvenience. Before I 
put this re ſolution in practice, I was 
ſo fortunate as wo hear of a ſmall Eng- 
liſh veſſel that arrived at Calais with 
a priſoner of war, in which J embark- 
ed, with my companion and another 
lady, who lived with me for ſome 
time afterwards; and when we came 
on board, diſcovered that the ſhip was 
no other than a light collier, and that 
her whole company amounted to no 
more than three men. Nevertheleſs, 
though the ſea was fo rough, and the 
weather ſo unpromiſing, that no other 
boat would venture to put to fea, we 
ſet ſail, and, between two ftorms, in 
about three hours arrived in ſafety at 
Dover, 8 | | | 
* From hence my firſt companion 
went to her friends, in the ſtage- 
coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open polt-chaiſe, (though it ſnowed 
very hard) and without any accident 
performed our journey to London, 
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to my arms in all the tranſports of 
ſerved his affection, for the hardſhips, 


gone to be with him; for I never 
ſerupled to undertake any thing prac- 
ticable, in order to demonſtrate the 
ſincerity of what I profeſſed. - 
In conſequence of our plan, I aſ- 
ſured a bütirious name, and never 
appeared in publick, being fully ſatiſ- 
hed and happy in the company and 
converſation of the man I loved; and 
when he went into the country, con- 
tented myſelf with his correſpondence, 
which he 3 maintained, in 
a ſeries of letters equally ſenſible, ſin- 
cere, and affectionate. | 
© Upon his return to town for there- 
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tual enjoymerit; left me with Teluc- 


*diſpenkible bulineſs, andthe eivility 
. Which was due to hip acquaintance, 
and very Teldom went to any place of 
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where I met with my lover, who flew 
impatient joy; and doubtleſs, I de- 


perils, and difficulties, I had under 


mainder of the ſeaſon, he devoted the 
greateſt part of his time to our mu- 


* tance, when he was called away by in- 


* publick entertainment, becauſe I could 
© not accompany and ſhare with him in 
© the diverſion : nay, ſo much did I en- 
« groſs his attention, that one evening, 
© after he had been teazed into an agree- 
© ment of meeting {ome friends at a play, 
© he went thither preciſely at the ap- 
© pointed hour, and as they did not ar- 
© rive punctually at the very minute, he 
returned to me immediately, as much 
© rejoiced at his eſcape as if he had met 
* with ſome fignal deliverance. Nor 
« was his conſtancy ,inferior to the ar- 
* dour of his love: we went once toge- 
© ther to a ball in the Hay Market, 
where, in the widſt of a thouſand fine 
women, whoſe charms were enhanced 
by the peculiarity of the drefles they 
wore, he remained unſhaken, unſe- 
duced, preſerving his attachment for 
me, in ſpite of all temptation. 

In the ſummer he provided me with 
a houſe in the neighbourhood of his 
own; - but the accommodations being 
bad, and that country affording no 
other place fit for my reſidence, he 
brought me hometo his own ſeat, and 
by that ſtep raiſed an univerſal cla- 
mour, though I ſaw no company, and 
led ſuch a ſolitary life, that nothing 
but exceſſive love could have ſupport- 


* 
- 
« 
. 
* 
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o 

5 

0 

« 

c 

. 

c 

o 

ed my ſpirits: not but that he gave 
© meas much of his time as he could 
c 
C. 
a 
c 
c 
£ 
« 
c 
* 
c 


poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary duties 


of paying and receiving viſits, toge- 


ther with the avocations of hunting. 


and other country amufements, which 


I could not partake, Formerly, in- 
deed, I uſed to hunt and ſhoot, but I 
had left off both; ſo that I was now 
reduced to the alternative of reading, 
and . walking by myſelf; but, Lowe 
made up for all deſiciencies to me, aubo 
think nothing elſe worth the living 


« for!—Had I been bleſſed with a pari- 


ner for life, who could have loved ſin- 
* cerely, and inſpired me with a mutual 
fame, I would hade aſked no more of 
Fate. Intereſt and ambition have no 


* ſhare in my compoſition; love, which 


cis pleaſure, or pleaſure, which is love, 
* makes up the whole. A heart ſo wiſ- 


* poſed cannot be devoid of other good 
© quaiities;' it muſt be ſubject- to the im- 


© prefſions of humanity and benevolence, 

and an enemy to nothing but itſelf. This 

© you will give me leave to affirm, in 
« juſtice to myſelf; as I have frank] 

© owned my failings and miſconduR, 

Towards the end of ſummer my 

© heart 
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heart was a littlealarmed by a report 
that prevailed, of my lover's being 
actually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage: however, I gave little credit 
to this rumour, till I was obliged to 
go to town about buſineſs, and there 
J heard the ſame information confi- 


dently affirmed, Though I ſtill con- 


ſidered it as a vague ſurmiſe, I wrote 
to him an account of what I had heard; 


and in his anſwer, which is ſtill in my 


poſſeſſion, he aſſured me with repeat- 
ed vows and proteſtations, that the 
report was altogether falſe. Satisfied 


with this declaration, I returned to 


his houſe, and though the tale was 
inceſſantly thundered in my ears, ſtil! 
believed it void of all foundation, till 


my ſuſpicion was awaked by a very 
inconſiderable circumſtance. - 


© One day, on his retwin from hunt- 
ing, I perceived he had a very fine 
pair of Dreſden ruffles on his ſhirt, 
which I could not ſuppoſe he would 
wear at ſuch a ruſtick exerciſe; and 


therefore my fears immediately took 
the alarm. When I queſtioned him 


about this particular of his dreſs, his 
colour changed; and though he-at- 
tempted to elude my ſufpicion, by 
imputing it, to a miſtake, of his ſer- 
vant, I could not reſt ſatisfied with 
this account of the matter, but en- 
quired into the truth with ſuch eager- 
nefs and penetration, that he could not 
deny he had been to make a viſit. By 


degrees, I even extorted from hima 


confeſſion, that he had engaged him- 
felf farther than he ought to have pro- 
ceeded, without making me acquaint- 
ed with his deſign, though he endea- 
voured to excuſe his conduct, and 
pacify my diſpleaſure, by ſaying that 


the affair would not he brought to 
bear for a great while, and perhaps 


might never come to a determination: 
but he was in great confuſion, and 
indeed hardly knew what he ſaid. 


I would have quitted his houſe that 


moment, had not he, before. hand, 
ohtaized a promiſe that I would take 
no raſh reſolution of that kind, and 


put it out of my power to procure any 


method of conveyance by which I 
could make my retreat, I gave no 


vent to reproaches, and only upbraid- 


ed him with his having permitted me 


to return in ignorance lo the country, 


after I was once fairly gone; upon 


5 <. which he ſwore, chat he could not 


* 
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© bear the thoughts of parting with ne, 
© This declaration was a myſtery at tha 
© time, but I have been ce ſo full) 
© ſatisfted of his reaſons for his con. 
duct, that I heartily acquit him of al 
injuſtice to me. And, indeed, it iz 
my ſincere opinion, that if ever young 
man deſerved to be happy, he is cer. 
tainly intitled to that privilege; and 
if I may be allowed to judge, has an 
heart ſuſceptible of the moſt refined 
enjoyment. N | | 
© The violence of the grief and con- 
ſternation which I ſuffered from this 
ſtroke, having alittle ſubſided, I deli. 
berated with myſelf about the meaſures 
I ſhould take, and determined to leave 
his houſe ſome day when he ſhould 
be abroad. I was encouraged in this 
reſolution by the advice of our Scotch 
friend, who came about this time 
from London, on a viſit to his fellow. 
traveller: we thought ſuch an abrupt 
departure would be leſs ſhocking than 
to ſtay and take a formal leave of my 
lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a de- 
licate frame, that after I told him! 
. ſhould one day withdraw myſelf in 
his abſence, he never came home from 
the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembhing with apprehenſion 
that I had eſcaped. | | 
After he had been ſome time ac- 
cuſtomed to theſe fears by my previ- 
ous intimation, I at length decamped 
in goodearneſt, though my heart ached 
upon the occaſion, becauſe I left him 
loving and beloved; for his affection 
was evident, notwithſtanding the ſtep 
he had taken, by the advice and im- 
2 of all his relations, who 
aid a diſagreeable reſtraint upon his 
"inclinations, while they conſulted his 
intereſt in every other particular, 
© While I halted in the next great 
town, until I could be ſupplied with 
freſh horſes, I was viſited by a gentle- 
man who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover; but a hreach had hap- 
pened in their friendſhip, and he now 
came to complain of the treatment he 
had received. Perceiving that I was 
not in a humour to liſten to his ſtory, 
he ſhifted theconverſation to my on, 
and obſerved, that I had been ex- 
tremely ill- uſed. I told him that | 
was of a different opinion: that 11 95 
not only. juſt, but expedient, , that 2 
young man of Mr, ———'s fortune 


ſhould think of making ſome ge 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE- 


to ftrengthen and ſupport the intereſt 
of his family, and that I had nothing 
to accuſe him of but his letting me 
remain ſo long in ignorance of his 
intention. He then gave me to un- 


a great part of the ill-uſage I had re. 
ceived; affirming, that while I lived 
in his houſe, he had amuſed. himſelf 
with all the common women in that 
town, to ſome of whom this gentle- 
man had perſonally introduced him. 

« At firſt, I could not believe this 


WE © imputation z but he ſupported his aſ- 


« ſertions with ſo many convincing cir- 
© cumſtances, that I could no 2 
« doubt the truth of them; and If 

© ſo much reſentment, that my love va- 
« niſhed immediately into air. Inſtead 
© of proceeding in my journey to Lon- 
don, I went back a conſiderable way, 
and ſent a meſſage, deſiring to ſee him 
in a little houſe, about mid-way be. 
« tween his own habitation and the town 
from whence I came. He obeyed my 
* ſummons, and appeared at the place 
« appointed, where I reproached him 
with great bitterneſs. He pleaded 
* guilty to the charge, ſo far as acknow- 
* ledging that he had curreſponded with 
© other women lately, in order to get 
the better of his ↄffection for me, but 
* the experiment had failed, and he 
c 
4 


found that he ſhould be for ever mi- 


ſerable. | ; 


© I did not look upon this candid 


confeſſion as a ſufficient atonement 
for his paſt difſimulation; and, in the 
ſharpneſs of my revenge, demandeda 
ſettlement, which he peremptorily re- 


lor my condeſcenſion, which was ow- 
ng to the advice of my companion, 
ſupported and inflamed by the ſpirit 
of reſentment, Nevertheleſs, he beg- 
gedthat I would return to his houſe, 
or ſtay all night where I was; but I 
was deaf to his entreaties, and after 
« great deal of ironical civility on my 
ide, I took my leave, and went away; 
yet, before I ſet out, I looked back, 
and ſaw him on horſeback, with ſuch 
an air of fimplicity and truth, as call- 
d up a profound {iph, notwithſtand- 


ing all that had paſſed in our conver- 
ſation, 


p , Vponmy arrival in London, I took 
ot ings in Leiceſter Fields, and an- 


elt 
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fuſed; ſo that for the preſent, we held 
each other in the utmoſt contempt. 
Indeed, I afterwards deſpiſed myſelf 
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ſwered a letter which T had ſome 


months before received from my lord, - 


telling him that I would go home to 
him, without ſtipulating for any terme, 
to try what effect my confidence would 
have upon his generoſity. He readily 
embraced the offer, and took a houſe 
in St. James's Street, where I propoſed 
to comply with his humour in every 
thing that was conſiſtent with my own 
peace and tranquillity. 

* Meanwhile, my lover paſſed his 
time very diſagreeably in the coun- 
try, with his friend, of whom (it 
ſeems) he had conceived ſome jea- 
louſy, which was increaſed by aletter 
I wrote to that gentleman, till he was 
made acquainted with the contents, 
which he read over forty times; and 
then his paſſion breaking out with 
more violence than ever, he not on] 
expreſſed his feeling, in an epiſtle 


which I immediately received, but 


when he came to town, ſuffered ſuch 
agonies of deſpair as I had never ſeen 
before, except in Lord B=—, It was 
then in my power to have taken am- 
ple revenge upon him, as well as up- 
on my inſolent rival, who had inſiſted 
upon my leaving his houſe in a very 
abrupt manner, though he 3 


refuſed to gratify her malice; for 


was now diſpoſed to do any thing for 


my ſatisfaction: but I knew his 


worth, and had too much regard for 
his reputation to adviſe him to act in» 
conſiſtent with his honour. 


About this time, many tendermeet- 


ings and ſorrowful partings happened 
between us, till the marriage-knot was 
tied, when he ſent me a bank- note for 


a thouſand pounds, by way of ſpeci- 
men (as he called it) of his friend 


ſhip, and of what he would do for 
me ſhould I ever want his aſſiſtance. 
This mark of his generohty I receiv- 
ed in a moſt tender billet, which L 
ſhall never'part'with, together with 
his picture ſet in diamonds. 


© I now employed my thoughts in 


keeping meaſures with my lord; we 


lay in the ſame apartment, and for the 

firſt four or five months I neither 
dined or ſupped abroad above twice, 
and then he knew where I was, and. 
approved of my company. But all 


this complacency and circumſpection 


had no effect upon his temper, which 


remained as capricious and diſſatis- 
fied as ever. Nay, to ſuch a provbk- 
ing 
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prevalf, that one day, in tſſe preſence 
* of his lawyer, he harangved upon my 
© miſconduR” fince our laſt re- union; 
- © and very freely affirmed, that every 
© . * Conſcious of the pains I had been 
© nt to pleaſe him, Twas {o incenſed at 
© theſe unjuſt invectives, that ſtartin 
* op, 1 told him he was a little dirt 
© fellow; and would have left the bol 
immediately, had not his lawyer and 
others, Who were in the next room, 
© interpoſed, and by dint of argument 
and importunity diverted me from my 
© purpoſe. By the bye, I have been 
s informed by a perſon of rank, that 
* my lard diſcovered exactly the fame 
© aifpohtion in his father's life-time, 
© and only changes the ſubject of his 
complaint from the word father to 
© that of wife, Indeed, he takes all op- 
* portunitics of plaguing+ my dear pa- 
© 8evt, as he has juſt ſagacity enough 
to know, that this is the moſt effec- 
© tval way he can take to diſtreſs me. 


ep I had taken; was: diametrically | 


* After repeated trials, I have given 


© op all hopes of making him happy, 
or of finding myſelf eaſy in my fitua- 
* tion; and hve with him at preſent 
to avoid a greater mconvenience; Not 
that his ill nature is all the grievance. 
of which I complain: excluſive of the 
«perſonal diſguſt T entertain for him, 
his folly is of that ſpecies which dif- 
© 9bliges rather than diverts, and his 
© vapity and affectationaltogether into- 
<*Jerable; for he actually helieves him- 
felt, or at leaſt would impeſe himſelf 
© vpon mankind, as à pattern in gal- 
© Jantry and taſte; and, in point of bu- 
©. frnels, à perſon of infinite ſagacity 
ant penetration: but the moſt: ridr- 
# culous part of his character is his pre- 
ended talent for politicks, in wbich 
© he fo deeply concerns himſelf, chat 
Ihe has Eb Med wany a good ſervant 
becauſe he ſulpeRted him. of having 
* wrong congectiens; a theme upon 
„ which be has often quarrelled with 
"4 me; even atmolſt-to- parting; accufing 
£4 we with holding correſpondence with 
© the Earls of B. — and C—, and 
„Mr. H. V., though I never had 
ide lea acquaintance» with any of 
ee gentlemen, except the Eart of 
., to whom bave not ſpokefor 
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. © openayowal of being gonnefted vit 
© all thoſe people whom I have ram, 


© country. 


to kn, Whether he was more mad 
© or malicious in thoſe fits of enthul. 
* aſm, wherein. be ſcemed tranſported 

with zeal forthe commanwealth, and 
tormented me with bis admonitiong, 
out. of all temper and patience, At 
© length, however, I contrivedanexye. 
dient which freed me from theſe troy. 
c bleſome expoſtulations, and ſilenced 


© ticks..\ This was no other than x 


© Indeed, I knew. him too well to he. 
© lieve there was any thing ſolid in hi 
intention or profeſſions, even when he 
carried himſelf ſo far as to demand a 
« private audience with the king, in 
order to communicate a ſcheme for 
« ſuppreſſing the rebellion; and that. 
© being denied, ſolicited the Duke of 
* D——*x intereſt for permiſſjon to raiſe 
© and head a regimentot Kentiſh ſug. 
« glers: nay, to ſuch. a pitch did his 
* loyalty ſoar, that he purchaſed a fte. 
© lock, of particular mechaniſm, calcu- 
* lated for the ſafety of. the bearct, in 
© caſe he had been i a centinel at hit 
« majelty's door; and kept dis borſs 
* ready capariſcned, with a view of at- 
„ tendiog..his ſovereign to the field, 
* Notwithſtanding all theſe pompous 
< preparations, had he been put 10 the 
proof, he would have iniallivly crept 
out of his engagements, through ſome 
© ſneaking evaſion, his imagination be- 
ing very fertile in ſuch {ſaving pre- 
© tences. Vet he will talk ſometimes 
ſo fervently, and even ſenſibly, onthe 

ſobject, that a ſtranger would mistake 
© him for a man of underſtanding, and 
© determined. zeal for the good of hs 


Since my. laſt return to his houſe, 
that act of parliament paſſed, by which 
© he was enabled to pay, bis debts, 314 
among the reſt, Aa thouſand pounds of 
mp contracting, the opiy burden 
„that kigd Lever entailed upon him, 
enclaſtve of my pin- money, t 
was never regularly paid; nor 9 00 
be have heen lubject to this, bed de 
not, by his perſecotion and pur 
ex poſed me an ex traordinar) - 
„ penge: I have alſo bad it in my pou 
© to reward ſome of my faithful 25 
« galles in particular, 10. believe 10m 
© extreme diſtreſs tbat maid te wel 
© (as 1 have: already obicervcd) 25 
Bom Framed an Apa Bits J 


4 


de had fold: ſo that ſhe was reduced 
do the moſt abject poverty, and I 
found her in a diſmal hole, with two 
infants periſhing for want; a ſpedta- 
cle which drew tears from my eyes, 


dd indeed could not but make deep 
WE ' impreſſion L a heart like mine, 
4 


which the miſery of my fellow - crea- 
« tures never failed to melt. 

Nor did I upon this occaſion forget 
WE : the attachment and fidelity of my 
WE - other woman Mrs. S——, who hear- 
ing I was robbed in my paſſage 


3 | « through Flanders, had generouſly re- 
K lnguiſhed the allowance I had ſettled 


parting. The exerciſe 


F of dach acts of humanity and bene - 


volence, and the pleaſure of ſeeing 
= © my dear and tender . 
in ſome meaſure alleviate the cha- 
WE * grin to which I am ſubject, from the 
diſagreeable diſpoſition” of my lord, 
WS * who, confiſtent with his former in- 
W * conliſtency, upon our laſt reconcilia- 
tion chearfully agreed to a propoſal I 
made of having concerts in the houſe, 
nd even approved of the ſcheme with 
W * marks of particular ſatisfaQion : but 
t before one half of the winter was ex- 
| © pired, he found means to baniſh all 
| © the company, beginning with Lord 
OE R——B——; who, as he walked 
© up ſtairs one evening, was ſtopped by 
| © a footman, who plainly told him he 
had orders to ſay to him in particular, 
* that his lordſhip was not at home; 
| © yet, the very next day, perceiving that 
* nobleman and me walking together 
in the Park, he joined us with an air 
of alacrity, as if no ſuch thing had 
* happened; and even behaved to Lord 
| \'R—— with the moſt fawning com- 
| © plaifance, His deportment was equal- 
| * ly abſurd and impertinent to the reſt 
* of his friends, who forſook us gra- 
* Gually, being tired 'of maintaining 
A by e emmy moore, with ſuch 
iagreea 3 tion of ignorance 
b and arrogance. Fat my ad. pn ee 
look upon him as utter] incorrigible; 
„and as fate hath ſubjected me to his 
, hower, endeavour to make the bitter 
; draught go down, by detaching my- 
. ſelf, as much as poſſible, from the 
. ſuppoſition that there is any ſuch ex- 
i _ upon earth, 2 if I bad 
al experience of the contrary, 
f I ſhould be apt to believe that bed a 
, character is not to be found amon 
the ſons of men; becauſe his condu 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


parent often, 


% 


© 18 altogether unaccountable by the 
© known rules and maxims of life, and 
falls entirely under the poet's obſer- 
© vation, when he ſays ] 


6. "Tis true, no meaning puzzles more thaa 


© wit,” 


Her ladyſhip having thus concluded 
her ſtory, to the entertainment of the 
company, and the admiration of Pere- 
grine, who expreſſed his aſtoniſhment 
at the variety of adventures ſhe had un- 
dergone, which was ſuch as he thought 
ſalficient to deſtroy the moſt hardy and 
robuſt conſtitution, and therefore infi- 
nitely more than enough to overwhelm 
one of her delicate frame; one of the 


gentlemen preſent roundly taxed her 


with want of candour, in ſuppreſſing 
ſome circumſtances of her life, which 


he thought eſſential in the conſideration 


of her character. [3 

She reddened atthis peremptory charge, 
which had an evident 2 the 
countenances of the whole audience; 


when the accuſer proceeded to explain 


his imputation, by obſerying, that, in 
the courſe of her narration, ſhe had 
omitted to mention a thouſand acts of 
uncommon charity, of which he him- 
ſelf knew her to be guilty; and that 
ſhe had concealed a great many advan- 
tageous propoſals of marriage, which 
ſhe might have accepted before ſhe was 
engage. | | 

The company were agreeably unde- 
ceived by this explanation; which her 
ladyſnip acknowledged in very polite 
terms, as a compliment equally gen- 
teel and unexpected: and our hero, af- 
ter having teſtified the ſenſe he had of 
her complaiſance and condeſcenſion, in 
regaling him with a mark of her confi- 
dence and eſteem, took his leave, and 


went home in a ſtate of confuſion and 


perplexity ; for, from the circumſtances 
of the tale he had heard, he plajngl 


pereeived that her ladyſhip's heart wi 


too delicate to receive ſuch incenſe, as 
he, in the capacity of an admirer, could 
at preſent pay; becauſe, thpugh he had 
in ſome meaſure abridged the empire of 
Emilia in his own breaſt, it was not ia 


his power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, 


but that it would interfere with any 


other ſovereign whom his thoughts 
ſhould adopt; and, unleſs Lady 


could engroſs his whole love, time, and 


attention, he foreſaw that it would be 
— dene 


and 
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inn poitte or him to ſupport the paſſion 
which he. might have the good fortune 
He was, moreover, deterred. 


\ 
PY 
> 


* 


ber former admirers,” who ſeemed to 
have been wound vp to a degiee of en- 
thuſiaſm, that looked more like the ef- 


fect of enchamment, than the inſpira- 
tion of human attractions; an extaſy 
of paſſion which he durſt not venture to 


undergo. He therefdre reſol ved to com- 
bat with tke im preſſions he had already 
received, and, it poſſible, cultivate her 
friendſhip without ſoliciting her affec- 
tion.: but, before be could fix upon 
this determination, he deſired to know 
the footing on which he ſtood in her 
obvinion; and by the intelligence of 
"Crabtree; obtained in the uſnal man- 
ner, underſtood that her ſentiments of 


him were very favourable, though with. 


our the leaſt tincture of love. He would 
have been tranſported with joy, had her 
thoughts of him been of a more tender 
texture; tliough his reaſon was better 
pleaſed with the information he receiv- 
ed; in conſequence af which/he muſ- 
tered up the ideas of his fit᷑ſt paſſion, and 
ſet chem in oppoſition te thoſe of this 


new and dangerous attachment; by 
vhich means he kept the balance in equi. 
librio, and his boſons tolerably quiet. 


*% wu 
f 


CHAP! Ki 
BE PERSUADES CADWALLADER to 
ASSUME TAE CHARACTER OF A 


F #5, 


MAGICIAN, IN WHICH HE Ac 


-"QUIRES A GREAT" SHARE OF REUS 
1 PUTATION, BY His RESPONSES 
© TO THREE FEMALES of DIS8TINC<+ 


„Tron, WO "SEVERALLY'/ con- 


EO 8ULT THE RESEARCHES. or HIS 
Sar 47 — i enen | 


IIIs heart being thus, as it were, 
1 & ſuſpended between two objects 

that leſſened the force of each other's 
Artraction, lie took / this opportunity of 
Enjoy ing ſome reſpite; and for the pre- 
ſent detached his ſentiments from both; 
teſolving to indulge himlelf in the exer- 


Agreenhile and peculiar te his diſpo- 
Aton lu this audable determination 
ue e ecke Arthas by the repeated ſug: 
Fel unt af his friend Cad wallader, who 


Jude with letting bis tslents ruſt in 


Mefchemca, and itimulated his natural 


vivacity, with a ſucceſſion of freſh 1 


fund of credulity in the company, the) 


g t& of that practical, latire, which was ; buffle his art, by appearing before hint 


; 
at the tame time perſonate ber mitte“, 


g 1 8 
the place, Theſe meaſures bang: 


coveries in the world of ſcandal, 
Peregrine was now . ſeized wih 
ſtrange whim, and when he commnn. 
cated the conceit to Cadwallader, t n 
moment acquired his apptobation, 
This notion be imparted in a propoly, 
to ſubject che town to their ridicule, by 
giving reſponſes in the charadder of! 
profeſſed eonjuror, to be perſonated u 
the old miſanthrope; whole aſpect un 
extremely wel] eue for the pur. 
poſe. The plan was immediately ad. 
juſted in all it's parts; an apartmen 
hbired ip a bouſe.accommodated uit: 
publick ſtair, ſo, that people might hare 
free ingreſs and egreſs, without benz 
expoſed to obſer vation; and this tee. 
ment being fufniſhed with the apparaty 
of a magieian, ſuch as plobts, teleſcops, 
a magie - lanthorn, à ſreleton, a dried 
monkey, together with the {kins of u 
alligator, otter, and ſnake, the conjura 
himſelf took poſſeſſion of his cafile 
after having diſtributed printed adrer- 
tiſements, containing the paiticolats d 
his undertaking: g | 
Theſe bills; ſoon operated according 
to the with of the projectors. As the 
price of «the oracle was fixed at halt 1 
'guinea, the publick paturally conclucel 
that the author was no common fortune- 
teller 3 and the very next day, Peregrine 
found ſome ladies of his quality 46 
quaintance, infected with the debt of 
making an experiment upon the {ki a 
this new conjuror; who pretended to be 
juſt arrived from the Mogul's ewpit, 
where he had learned the art from 3 
Brachman philoſopher. Our young gel. 
tleman atfected to talk of the pretet” 
ſions of this ſage with ridicule and con- 
tempt, and with ſeeming reluctance bi- 
dertook to attend them 10 bis apan- 
ment, obſerving that it would be 2!) 
eaſy matter to detect the \fe]low!'s 187% 
rance, and no more than common jule 
to chaſtiſe him for his prefump is. 
Though he could ęaſily perceive à glei 


affected to eſpouſe his opinion, and ub. 
derbe notion of a frolick, agreed, Un 
one particular lady could endeaveu 
in the dreſs of her woman, who (hov!d 


and be; treated as ſuch by, our . 

turer, who premiſed to ſquire then 
TIT 0 1 E oft cd for 

certed, and the appointment fi = 


dert audience-day, Peregrine fur- 
med bis friend, with the neceſſary in- 
mation; and when the hour of aſſig- 
tos arrived, conducted his charge to 
bis craculous ſee rt. 
= They, were admitted by our hero's 
valet de chambre, Whoſe viſage being 
aurally meagre. and ſwarthy, was a- 
( erged wich artificial wbickers; ſo that 
c became the Perſian dreſs which he 
ore, and ſeemed a very proper maſter 
ot the ceremonies to an oriental necro- 
WE manccr. Haying croſſed his arms upon 
ois breaſt, with an, inclination of the 
WE }ead, he ſtalked in ſolemn filence be- 


WEE for: chem into the penetralia of the 
eemple, where they found the conjuror 
WE ſitting at a table, provided with pen, 
WE 10k; and paper, divers books, and ma- 
thematical inſtruments, and a long white 
WS wand lying acroſs the Whole. He was 


* his countenance, over and above a 
double roportion of philoſophick gra- 
y, which he had allumed. for the oc- 
WE c:ivn, was improved by a thick beard, 
bite as ſnow, that reached to bis mid- 
lle; upon each ſhoulder fat a prodigi- 
WE 0s large black cat, which had been 
WE !vtoced tor the purpole. 1 91 | 
== Such a figure, Which would have 
We tied Peregrine himfelf, had not he 
been concerned in the myſtery, could 
not fail to make an impreſſion upon 
WE thoſe whom he accompanied. The fic- 
We tous chambermaid, in ſpite of all her 
We Pitual pertnels and vivacity, changed 
colour when ſhe entered the room, while 
de pretended; lady, whoſe intellects 
voere nat quite ſo enlightened, began to 
emdle in every joint, and ejaculate pe- 
W tons to Heaven for ber ſafety. Their 
onductor advancing to the table, pre- 
WE {eoted his offer ing, and pointing to the 
mad, told um that lady deſired ſo know 
nat would be her deltiny in point of 
marriage. The philoſopher, without 
fung up his eyes to view the-perſon in 
ole behalf he was conſulted; turned 
ds car to one of the (able: familiars that 
Purred upon his ſhoulder, and taking 
up the pen, wrote upon a detached lip 
ot paper theſe wards, which Peregrine, 


J f er deſtiny will, in a great meaſure, 
„ Lepend upon what: happened to her 


4 bs 4 ; 
on dhe third day of laſt December. 
5 ais lentencr was no ſooner, pro- 
used, than the cbunterfeit lady 


© 41 
hy * & # ; : x! 
I . 6 ' 5 AE Fl 
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ſcreamed, and ran ont into the anticham- 
» 


WE babited in. a black gon and fur-cap: 


ie deſire of the ladies, repeated aloud. 


C ® 4 ” - . — 
about An ln an the morning, 
0 
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© upon us! Suge pe is thedevil incarnate 
Her miſtreſs, who followed her with great 
conſternation, inſiſted upon knowing the 
tranſadion to which the reſponſe al- 
luded; and Mrs. Abigail, after ſome re- 
collection, gave her to under ſtand that ſhe 
had an admirer, who, on that very hour 
and day mentioned by the cunning man, 
had addreſſed himſelf to her in ajerious 
propoſal of marriage. This explana- 
tion, however, was more ingenious chan 
candid; for the admirer was no other 
than the identical Mr. Pickle bimſelf, 
who was a mere dragon among the 
chambermaids, and in his previous in- 
formation communicated to his aſſociate, 
had given an account ol this aſſigua- 
tion, with Which he had been favoured 


by the damſei in queſtion. 


Our hero ſeeing bis company very 


much affected with this circumitanceof 
the wizard's art, which had almoſt 


frighted both miſtreſs and maid into 
hylterick fits, pietended to laugh them 
out of their fears, by obſerving, that 
there was nothing extraordinary in this 
initance of his Knowledge, which might 
have been acquired by ſome of thoſe 
fecret emillaries whom ſuch impoſtors 


are obliged to employ. for. intelligence, 


or imparted by the lover hinlell, who 


had perhaps come to coaſult him about 


the ſucceis of his amour. Encouraged 
by this obſc. vation, orrather prompted 
by an inlatiable curioſity, which was 
pi oof againſt all lorts ot appreheniion, 
the diſguiſed lady returned to the magi- 


cian's own apartment, and aiſumung ine 


air of a pertchambermaid—* Mr. Con- 
© juror,” ſaid ſhe, * now you have ſatiſ- 
« fied my miſtreſs, will you be ſa good 
© as to tell me, if ever I ſhall be mar- 
© ried?” The ſage, without the leaſt 


heſitation, favoured her with an anſwer. 


in the following words. * You cannot 


be married before you are a widow z 


and whether or not that will ev er be 


„the cafe, is a queſtion which my art 


ledge exceeds not the term of thirty 
years)! , „ 
This reply, which at once cut her off 
from the pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing hei- 
lelf indlependent in the enjoyment of 
youth and fortune, in a moment clouds 
ed her a{pedt; all ker g-od-humour, was 
overcaſt, and ſhe went away, , withour 


2 * 
* 


6 
* 
* cannot reſolve, becauſe my foreknows 
c 
o 


farther enquiry, muttering, in the ran- 
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ob of her chagrin, that he was a filly 
Itipettinent” fellow; and a mere quatk knew her to be one of the ladies of 
"whoſe coming he had been apprized b 


hy, for the 7th, 448 IIR 31 13418 1% V 


The git perſon of this ſpecies no- 


* 


inis profeſſton. Notwithſtanding the 
pre juice of This reſentment, her convie- 
tion Won recurred; and' when the report 
of his awſwers' was made'to thoſe con- 
federatès by whom he had been de- 
Pputeck to make 'trial-of bis ſkill, they 
Were univerſally perſuaded that his art 
Was altogether ſupernatural, though 
euch affected 16'treat it with contempt, 
relolving, in her 80% breaſt, to have re- 
courſe to him'in private... 
In the mean time; the maid, though 
laid upder the moſt peremptory injune- 
tions of ſeereſy, was ſo full öf the cir- 
 Cumſtancewhich related to her own con- 
duct, that ſhe extolled his preſcience, in 
hifpers to all ber acquaintance, aſſuring 
them, that he had ola her all the parti- 
culars of her liſez ſo that his fame was 
e lmoſt inſtantaneouſly conveyed through 
a thoufand different channels, to all parts 
of the town; and the very next time he 
aſſumed the chair, his doors were be- 
teged by curious people of all ſects and 
Feen, patho nt 
© Being an old pradtitioner in this art, 
Cadwallader knew it would be impoſ- 
ble for bim to ſupport his reputation 
in the promiſcuous exerciſe of fortune- 
telling, becauſe every perſon that ſhould 


come to conſult him would expect a 


Hm le of bis (kil}, relating to things 

. Fo and it could not be {uppoſed hat 

pe was acquainted with the private con - 
cchns of every? individual who might 

- apply to him for that purpeſe'; he there- 
fore ordered his miniiter, whom he diſ- 


1 
— 


ſtiug bine by tte name of Hadgi Rourk, a face of fearful expectation, while be 


wo ſignith to all thaſe who demanded en- 
kränte, that his price was half a guineaz 
and that lh fuch as were not diſpoſed io 
Ftatify tim: wir ther conſigeration, 
Pould' de well to leave the paſſage fi ce 
bis declaration ſoceceded to bis 
'wiſh ; for this congregation conßſted 
” chiefly of footuen, cnambermaids, ap- 
Prentices, and the lower claſs of tradeſ- 


men, who SUL not afford to purchaſe 


Pieleſencè at Toth à price; fo that, after 
We Füinlels ee ſn. lings | and half 
Freer 3 heovidFoarnned c ne by 5 N 
"ER, e en by whe," 
And! tthe field open for cuſtomers of 
$ an Hlght) rank: 0 Si ins : 


pferd das Ureſſed like the wife of a 
*/ foliltsdtidFifaderhian zl burthis Ailgviſe 
edu not Fereen her fromthe pe hetra. © 


nne. 


o 


PEREGRINE PICKLE; 
tion of the conjuror; who at frf * 


be? The necromancer, who was per. 


| Fuſion at the receipt of this oracularin- 


a perſon of great abilities in the urt 


for her peruſil—* Though I ſee into 


that Fam under the neceſſity of affitt 


re | | . 
beſtee, after having cautiouſly informed 


Peregrine,” on the ſuppoſition that ther 
curioſity was rather inflamed than alla). 
ed by the intelligence they had received 
from his firſt client. This lady ape 
proached the philoſopher with that in. 
trepidity of countenance ſo conſpicuoy; 
in matrons of her dignified'ſphere, and 
in a ſoft voice, aſked with a fimper, of 
what complexion her next child would 


fectly well acquainted with her privat 
hiſtory, forthwith delivered his reſponſe 
in the following queſtion, written inth: 
uſual form How long has Pome; 
© the black been diſmiſſed from your 
© ladyſhip's ſervice ?” | 
Endued as ſhe was with a great ſhire 
of that fortitude which is diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of effrontery, her face 
Exhibited ſome ſigns of ſhame and con. 


terrogation, by u hich ſhe was convinced 
of his extraordinary intelligence; and 
accoſting him in a very ſerious tone 
Doctor, ſaid ſhe, © I perceive you are 


$ you profeſs; and therefore, without 


pretending to diſſemble, I will on 


you have touched the true ſtring of 
© my apprehenſions. I am perſuaded 
I need not be more particular in my 
F enquiries, Here is a purſe of money; 
take it, and deliver me from a met 
* alarming and uneaſy ſuſpenſe,” $0 
ſaying, the depoſited her offering upon 
the table, and waited for his anſwer with 


was employed in writing this ſentence 


the womb of time, the proſpe8 is not 
perfectly diſtin; the ſeeds of futore 
© events lie mingled and confuſed: ſo 


© ing my divination in ſome caſes, by 
© analogy and human intelligence; and 
cannot poſſibly fatisfy your preſent 
© doubts, unleſs yo will condeſcend to 
make me privy to all thoſe occurrences 
© which you think might have ere 
e fered with the cauſe of your apple. 
© henſton,* F. DOE. EV b 5 * k : 3 
The lady Having read the n 
affected a ſmall emotion of ſhy neſe . 
pugnanee; and ſesting herſelf upon 
herlelf of the privzey 6f the apartment 
8e ſuch @ dctail of che \ucreſion 0 


G bich he bad concealed himſelf, .over- 
bed every ſyllable of der confeſſion. 


ook of infinite importance and ſagacity; 


BS would not pretend to give a categorical 


PEREGRINE: 'PICKLE, | Bog 


her lovers, as amazed while it enter- .alfo condeſcended to truſt:· ber perſoꝶ tõ 
nined the necromancer; as well as his ibe prote gion ofcher-admirer. . The two 
fend Pickle, who! from a cloſet, in gallants, in the courſe of this egpedi- 
| tion, were ſaid to uſe the moſt perfidioys 
| means to intoxicate the,paſſiong.of theit 
Cadwallader liſtened to ber ſtory with a . miltiefſes, by mixing dings wih theit 
j wine, which inflamed their eonſtitutjons 
and after à ſhort pauſe told her, that he to ſuch a degree, that they fell ad eaſy 
| lacrifice to the appetites of their con- 
anſwer, until he ſnould have deliberated ductors, Who, upon their return to town 
maturely upon the various circumſtances were ſo baſe and inhuman as te bo 
of the affair 8 but if ſhe would:take-the among their : compamans of the exploit 
trouble of bonouring him with another they had atchjeved. Thus the ſtory was 
viſit on his next publick day, be.hoped circulated, with a. thouſand. adduionat 
be ſhould be able to give her full ſatiſ- circumſtances, to the prejudiceof the ſuf- 
faction. Conſcious of the importance ferers, one of whora had thought pro- 
ol her doubts, ſhe could not help com- per to withdraw into the-country, until 
mending his caution, and took her the ſcandal,raiſcd at her expence ſhoyId 
leave, with a promiſe of returning at ſubſide; while the other, who was not 
the appointed time: then the conjuror ſo eaſily put out'of countenance, refoly- 
being joined by his aſſociate, they gave ed to out - face the report, as a treacherous 
a looſe to their mirth, which having in- aſperſion, invented by her Jovet as an 
duiged, they began io concert meaſures excuſe for his on inconſtancy; and 
for infſicting ſome. diſgraceful puniſh- actually appeared in publick, as uſual, 
ment on the ſhameleſs and inſatiate ter- | 
ant who had ſo impudently avowed greateſt part of ber acquaintance. 
r own profiitution, 
They were interrupted, however, in ſhe knew not whether to impute to the 
their con ference, by the arrival of anew card affair, or to the laſt Faux pas the 
gueſt, who being announced by Hadgi, had committed, ſhe now came to con- 
our hero retreated to his lurking place, ſult the conjurot, and ſignified her er- 
and Cadwallader teſumed his myſterious rand, by aſking whether the cauſe of 
appearance, This new. client, though her preſent diſquiet was of-the;tawp, or 
ſhe hid her face in a. maſk, could not the country,.,Cadwallader at once.per- 
conceal; herſelf. from the knowledge of ceiving her alluhon, anſwaed her queſ+ 
the conjuror, who: by her voice xecog- tion in theſe tems This boneſt world 
nized her to be an unmarried lady of his will fargive a young gameſtcr for in- 


own acquaintance, She had, within a “ diſcretion at play; but à favour grant- 
call compaſs of time, made herſelf re- ( ed to a babblüng caxcamb is 26 un- 

markable for two adventures, which ( pardonable affence. This reſpap ſe 
had Not at all ſucceeded to her expecta- | the received with equal aſton {hmeot. and 
nan; being vary much addicted to play, chagrinz and, fully convinced of thene- 
the had, at a certain rout, indulged that cromancer's omniſcience, jmplored his 
- paſſion to ſuch excels,” 38 not only got adyice taucbing the reirięval of herge- 
the better of her juſtice, but alſo of her putation; upon which bean led e 
eſrcumſpection; ſo that ſne was un for- to wed with the firſt opportunity. She 
tupately detected in her endeavours to ſeemed ſo well pleaſed with his ad mon- 
e to berſelf what was not law - tion, that ſhe, gratificd him with à gou- 
tully ber due. This finall flip was at- ble fee, and dropping a low curiſeysxe- 


\ 


| ten led with another indiſcretion, which tired. 0 24613 19W01L 5113 base SBI) KONTS { 
bad likewiſe an unlucky effect upon her Our undertakers now thought it high 
icputanon. She had been favoured with time to filence the oracle for, the, day ; 
the addrefles of one of thoſe hopeful and Hadgi waz accordingly ordered ta 
eis, who ſwarm and ſwagger about exclude all comers, while Peregrine and 
town under the denominstion of Bucks; his friend renewed: the , deliberations 
; aud in the confidence of his honour which had been interrupted, and ſettigd a 
 Fonſented.to beone eee plan of operations ſor ihe next gcca ion; 
zin eneurſon as far as, Windſor, think-, meanwhile it was reſolved, that Hadgi 
ss herſclfiſecured from ſcandal by the ſlould not only exerciſe. his pwn talents, 
| Smpanyof another xoung lady,who bad but allo employ inferior agents, in ro- 
8 Cut ing 


till ſhe. found herſelt neglected by the 


In conſequence of this diſgrace, which. 
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eutipg general intelligence | 
port of their ſchemesz that the expence 
of this miniſtry hould be deftay ed from 
the profits gf their profeſſions, and the 
remainder be diſtributed to poor fami- 
lies in diſtres. Fa ned. 
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PEREGRINE, AND, HIS FRIEND. CAD- 


; EXERCISE OF THE. MY3TERY 
or FORTUN-E-TELLING, IN, THE 
. COURSE Or , WHICH THEY Ar- 
- CHIEVE VARIOUS, ADVENTURES, 


18 E prellminaries being adjuft.. 
1 ed, our hero forthwith repaired to 
à card aſſembly, which Was frequented 
by ſome ot the moſt notable goſſips in 
town, and having artfully turned the 
converſation upon the ſybje& of the for- 
tune-teller,wvhoſt talents he pretended to 
ridicule, incenſed their itch of knowing 
ſecrets to ſuch a degree of impatience, 
that their curiofity became fligrant, and 
he took it for granted, that all or ſome 
of them would yilii Albumazar on his 
very firft yitmng-day. While Peregrine 
was thus engaged, this aſlociate made 
his appearance in another convocation 


the pleaſure of hearing the conjuror 
Dead upon the carpet by an elderly 
entlewoman, remarkable for her in- 
quiſitive diſpoſition, who addreſſing her- 
elf to Cadwallader, aſked, by the help 
of the finger- alphabet, if he knew any 
thing of the magician that made ſuch a 
noiſe in town. The miſanthrope an- 
iwered as uſüel, in a ſurly tone—* By 
your queſtion, jou muſt either take me 
tor a pimp or an idiot, What, in the 
name of nevicnte, ſhould I know of 
ſuch a raſcal, unleſs I were to court 
his acquaintance with a view to feaſt 
my own lpleen, in ſceing him fool the 
whole nation out of their money! 
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.* ariſe from his practice, in quality of 
© parder,.All fortune ftelleis are bawds, 
© and tor that reaſon are ſo much fol- 
6 jowed by people of fathion. This fel- 
* low, I warzant, has got ſundry con- 
s vement apartments for the benefit. of 
© Procxeation 3 for it is not to be ſup- 
« peſed gbar ole who. yiſ him an the 
«, pretence of conſulting his ſopernatural 
Aft, can be ſuch fools, {uchdriveliens, 


$42 a © . 0 1 * 
* 


8 
* 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. - 
for the ſup- | 


 WALLADER ,, PROCEED, IN, THE | 


of fallupnable people, where he ſoon had 


Though, 1 ſuppoſe, his chief profits 


© as to believe that he can actually prog. 
* noſticate future events,” | 


be company, according to his ex. 


pectation, imputed his remarks to the 
rancour of bis diſpoſition, which could 
not hear to think that any perſon upon 
eaith was wiſer than himſelf ; and hi 
ears were regaled with a thouſand in. 
ſtances of the conjuror's wonderful pie. 
ſcience, for which he was altogether f- 
debted to fiction, Some of theſe ſpeci. 
mens being communicated to him hy 
way of appeal to his opinion They 
are, ſaid he, mere phantoms of 10. 
norance and credulity, t{weiled up in 
the repetition, like thoſe unſubliantal 
bubbles which the boys blow up in 
foap-ſuls with a tobacco-pipe. Aud 
this will ever be the caſe in the props. 
gation of all extraordinary intell. 
gence; the imagination naturally mag: 
niſies every object that falls underits 
coguizance, eſpecially thoſe that con- 
cern the paſſions, of fear and admira- 
tion; and when the occurrence comes 
to be rehearſed, the vanity of the re- 
later exaggerates every circumſtance, 
in order to enhance the importance of 
the communication. Thus an inci- 
dent which is but barely uncommon, 
often gains ſuch acceſſion in 1's pio- 
greſs through the fancies and mouths 
of thoſe who repreſent it, tliat theori- 
ginal fact cannot poſſibly be diltin- 
gviſhed, This oblervation might be 
proved and illuſtrated by a thoufand 
undeniable examples, out of Which! 
ſhall only ſelect one inſtance, for the 


compauy. A very honeſt gentleman, 
remarkable for the gravity of hus de. 
portment, was one day in a ccrtain 
coffee · houſe accoſted by one of his 
particular friends; who, taking him 
by the hand, expreſſed uncon mon la. 
tisfaction in ſceing bim abroad, and 
in good health, after the dangerous 
and portentous malady he had wider: 
gone. Sürprized at this falutauon, 
the gentleman replied, it was tive he 
had been a little out of order orer 
night, but there-was nothing at all 
extraordinary in his indiſpobtion.— 
6 Jeſu, not extraordinary! ene le 
other, When you vomited three 
„ black crows ' This ſtrange excha. 
mation the grave gentlewan at u 
© miſtook for raillery, though his Fives: 
was no joker; but perceiving n him 
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all the marks of duncarny and afloat 
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ment, he ſuddenly changed his opi- 
nion, and after a ſhort reverie, taking 
him aſide; expreſſed himſelf in theſe 


« words: „ Sir, it is not unknown to 


40 


c 


( 
c 


you that I am at preſent engaged in 
à treaty of marriage, Which would 
have been ſettled long ago, had it not 
been retarded by the repeated machi- 


nations of a certain perſon who pro- 
| feſſed himſelf my rival. Now I am 


fully perſuaded that this affair of the 
three rows is a ſtory of his invention, 
calculated to prejudice me in the opt- 
nion of the lady, who, to be ſure, 
would not chuſe 10 marry a man who 
has à rookery in his bowels; and 
therefore I muſt inſiſt upon knowing 
your author of this ſcandalous report, 
that I may be able to vindicate my 
character from the malicious aſper- 
lion.“ His friend, who thought the 
demand was very treaſonable, told him 


- without hefitation, that he was made 


acquainted. with the circumſtance of 
his diftemper by Mr. Such-a-one, 
their common acquaintance : upon 
which the perſon who conceived him- 
ſelf injured, went immediately in queſt 
of his ſuppoſed: defamer, and having 
found him“ Pray, Sir,” ſaid he, 
with a peremptory tone, who told 
you that 1 vomited three black 
crows?” - Three! antwered the 
gentleman, I mentioned two only.“ 


A Zounds, Sir!“ cried the other, in- 
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cenſed at his indifference, ** you will 
find the two too many, if you refuſe 
to diſcover the villainous ſource of 
ſuch calum ny.“ "The gentleman, 
ſurpiized at his heat, ſaid he was ſor- 
ry to find he had been the accidental 


inſtrument of giving him offence, but 


tranſlated the blame (if any there 
was) from himſelf to a third perſon, 
to whole information he owed his 


2 knowledge of the report. The plain- 


tiff, according to the direction be re- 
ceived, repaired to the houſe of the 


accuſedy and bis indignation bein 


inflamed at finding the ſtory had al- 


ready circulated among his acquain- 


tance, he told him, withevident marks 
of diſpleaſure, that he was come to 
pluck the ſame brace of crows which 
he ſaid he had diſgorged. The de- 


Tendant ſeeing him very much irritat- 


ed, politively denied that he had men- 


noned a brace: * One, indeed,“ faid 
he, I aπ]· 1 of, v 


the authori:y of 


took notice of, upon 
your own phyſician, 
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e ho pave me an dcconnt of it this 


© morning.” — ty the Lott” cried 
the ſuiferer'in a rage, which he could 
© no longer contam, „ that raſcal bas 
© been {fuborned by my rival to flander 
& my character in this manner; but 
„ I' be revenged, if there be either 
« law ot equity in England!“ He had 
© ſcarce pronounced thete words, when 
„the doctor happened to enter the room; 
© when his exelperated patient lifting 
© up his cane“ Sirrah,“ faid he, „if 
„ live, I'll make thar black crow the 
*© blackeſt circumſtance of thy whole 
« life and converſation!” The physi- 
cian, contounded at this addrels, al- 
ſoured him that he was utterly igno- 
rant of his meaning: and when rhe 
other gentleman explained it, abſo- 
lutely denied the charge, affifming he 
had ſaid no more then that he had 
vomited a quamity of ſomething as 


aa xx © a a Aa 


© black as a crow. The ]»ndlord of the 


© houfe acknowledged that he might 
have been miſtaͤken; and thus the 
whole myſtery was explained.“ 
The company ſremed to reliſh the 
ſtory of the three black crows, which 
they conſidered as an impromptu of Cad- 
wallader's own invengonz; but, grant- 
ing it to be true, they unanimouſly de- 
clared that it could have no weight in 


c 
c 


invalidating the teſtimony of divers per- 


ſons of honour, who had been witneſſes 
of the magician's fupernatnral ſkill. 
On the next day of conſultation, the ne- 
cromancer being in the chair, and his 
friend behind the cuitain, the outward 
door was ſcarce open, when a female 
viſitant flounced in, and diſcovered tg 
the magician the features of one of thoſe 
inquifitive ladies, whoſe curioſity he 


knew his confederate had arouzed in 


the manner above defcribed. She ad- 


dreſſed herſelf to him with a familiar 


air, obſerving, that ſhe had heard much 
of his great knowledge, and was come 
to be a witneſs of his art, which ſhe de- 
fired him to diſplay, in declaring what 
he knew to be her ruling paſhon, 
- Cadwallader, who was no ſtranger to 
her diſpoſition, aſſumed the pen without 
hefitation, and furniſhed ber with an 
anſwer, importing, that the love of mo- 
ney predominated, and ſcandal poſſeſſed 
the next place in her heart. Far from 
being offended at his freedom,” ſhe com- 


; 0 . $5 þ RR 
mended bis franknets with atſrnile; and, 


ſatisfied of his vrcommon' talents; ex- 
preſſed a deſire of being better acquaint- 
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| | ed with. his perſon: day, ſhe began to 
catechiſe h m · upon the private hiſtory 
of divers. great families, in which be 
happened to be well verſed ; and he, in 
2 myſtcriovs. manner, dropped ſuch art- 
fa hints of his knowiedge, that "the 
was amazed at his capacity, and actual- 
v, aſked if his art wis communicable. 
he conjaror ſeplied in the affirmative ; 
but, at ihe ſame time, gave her to un- 
detftand, that it was attamable by thoſe 
only who were pure and undefiled in 
point of challity and honour; or ſuch 
a9 by a long courſe of penitence, had 
weaned themlel“es from all attachments 
to the fleth. She not only diſapproved, 
but feered to doubt the truth of this 
alſertion; felling him, with a look of 
diſdain, that his art was not worth 
having, it one could pot uſe it for the 
benefit ot one's pleaſure: ſhe had even 
pehetration enough to take notice of an 
04: 0 «hat he had advanced; 
and aked, why he himſelf exerciſed his 
{+ 5544 : 5321 bm i; 2 BY: 
knowldge for hire, if he was fo much 
detached from all wor laly concerns, 
« Come, come, doctor, added ne, you 
* are in the right to be cavtiovs againſt 
impertinent curioſity ; but, perhaps, 
* 1 may, make it worth your while to be 
R 
Oye were interrupted by 


— 


Theſe overtufes 


2, Fap, at 1 ; 
, another chent; upon whic| 
be lady, enquired for, his private paſſage, 
chiougb which ſhe mightretire, without 
the. ef being ſeen; when the under. 
mood he was deficient in that _conve- 
mige, the withdrew into an empty room, 
3 :Joiping to the audience chamber, in 
order to.conceal herfelt from the obſer> 
vgp. of, he, few. comer. T'W1y was 
no gther thay the inamorata, who came | 


de A ppointment to, receive. the ſolution 


oi her deubis; aud the , miſanthrope, 


Stael an opporunny to expoſe ber to 
the centure of ſuch an indefatigable mi- 
niſtzt of fame as the perſon, who. (he 
knew). would litten from. che next apart- 
ment, Jad her under the Hesel of 16+ 
fre} ing. hi Se membran CS, WI k h. f a rec 4 - 
pPunationof her former conteſſion, whic u 
alnioft in) hed, why the was Alarm: 
ed-by, a noiſe at the door, occitoged by 
tag geniſemen, who atempted to enter 
A ak this. a ear, aibich' Gf. | 
Cane Ned he ma Sic. an himlelf, ſhe ran 


bee Ingo e eee 
Gepe by Er oil 5 „ 10, Rear- ky 
j ; 


PEREGRINE' PICKLE.” © 


the door, Hpniſying the ap- 


in a vety myſterious motion, with 3 


tants, who 


to pull him 
| 10 | | 
ing unwilling to run the r 


Veg or 
hichſelf of cha 


ing this diſturbance, bad cloſeq 
window- ſhutters, that ſnhe might ha 

the better chance of temAinin 8 Rf | 
Here they enſconced themſelves, in . 
utmoſt conſternation, while the NECTQ. 
mancer, after ſome recollection, order. 
ed Hadgi to open the door, and adn: 
the rioters, who (he haped) would be 
over- awed 2 authority of his ap. 
pearance. The janitor had no ſooner 
obeyed his inſtructions, than in ruſe} 
a young libertine, who had been for 
ſome time on the town, together with 
his tutor, who was a worn-out debau- 
chee, well Known to the magician, 
They were both in that degree of in. 
toxication neceſſary to prepare ſuch tif. 
poſitions for what they commonly cill 
frolicks, and the ſober part of mankind 
feel to be extravagant outrages againſt 
the laws of their country, and the peace 
of their fellow-ſubje&s. Having fhg- 
gered up to the table; the ſenior, who 
undertook to beſpokeſman, ſaluted Cad: 
wallader with How do'ſt do, old Ca- 
© pricorn? Thou ſeem'ſt to be a moſt 
4 venerable pimp, and, 1 doubt not, 
* haſt abundance of diſcretion. Here is 
this young whore- maſter (a true chi 
of the old venereal block his father 
and myſelf, come for a comfortable 
caſt of thy fun&on. I don't mean 
that ſtale pretence of conjuring: damn 
futurity? let us live for the preſent, 
old Haly. Conjure me up a couple 
of hale wenches, and, I warrant, wt 
ſhall get into the magick circle in 3 
twiukling. What ſays Galileo? What 
{ays' the reverend, Brahe? Here n 
purſe, you pimp: hark, how it chinks: 
is ſweeter than the muſick of the 
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view of intimidating theſe forward vil 

who, far from being awed "5 
this ſort of evelytion „became more and 
| "and even threatene« 
ard if he would not 
immediately comply with their defire, 
Hid he called his able, or even Had- 
i, to bis aid, he knew he could have 
on calmed their turbulence; bot, be- 
n | iſk of a diſco - 
he bethougbt 
joſolence in 
4 be lels ba” i} 
FeRual Ia 
cohle · 


. 
* 


wore oberg, 
1 5 


, or even of 4 riot, 
ſing their 
that wou 


So ds * "4-48 AT 
anorher mayner,' that wo! 5 
er more effeftus 


xardovs, and'rath 


conſequence. of this ſuggeſtion, be point- 


5 5 
p A 
+ 
* 8 
1 


3 . females, finding their place of 
en taken by, aſſault, ran about the 
nin great. conſternation, and were 
A immediatcly taken priſoners by the al- 
WE cilagts, who polling them towards the 


WT windows, opened the ſhutters at the ſame 


WE :altant of ime, when, ({trange to tell!) 


Ez one of the heroes diſcovered in the prize 


be had made, the very wife of his bo- 
bn and his companion, perceived that 
be had ſtambled in the dark upon his 
on mother. Their mutual aſtoniſh- 
ment was unſpeakable at this eclairciſſe- 


WE l-nce. for the Ipace of ſeveral minutes. 
BE During this pauſe the ladies having re- 


WE collefted themſelves, an expoſtulation 
u begun by the elder. of the two, who 


| roundly took her ſon to-taſk for his dif- 
= oglerly life, which, laid her under the 
We dilgreeable neceſſity of watching his 
= motions, and detecting him in fuck an 
infamous lace,-.. _ : Pod 15 85 28 
= While the careful mother thus exer - 
eile her talent for reprehenſion, the 
hopeful e with an hand 
in each fob, ſtood whiſtling an opera- 
tue, without ſeeming to pay the moſt 
profound regard to bis parent's reproof; 
and the other lady, in imitatiop of ſuch 


ry miſconduct. The fürprize occa- 


al - D 5 RO 34 7 , ; 
"ls encontre to the aceoirnt of another 


0% 
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ment in which.the. ladies bad taken 
WS cocuary; aud the two rakes, under- 
WE 2nding the hint, ruſhed in without be- 


ment, Which ences an univerſal ſi - 


bad; ready in à great meaſure deſtro ed 
fh e the wine he had . inded of the female 
ade that ſpicit,of curioſity whic 


He , prelymed-to reprimiad_ him.” 
lege ic her, therefore, with 4 


er ing de the hopes and expettation” of zb 


313 
fure—* All that I have to alledge, Ma- 
« dam, is, chat the bawd has commit- 


ted a miſtake, in conſequence af which 


ve are both difappointed'® add fo, la- 
« dies, your humble ſervant.“ So ſays" 
ing, he retired with manifeſt confulion” 
in his looks; and as he paſſed through - 
the audience: chamber, eyeing the con- 
juror aſkance, pronounced the epithet 


of precious raſcal ! wich great emphaſis, 


Meanwhile the junior, like a dutiful 
child, handed his mamma to her cheir; 
and the other cliert, after having. re- 
viled the necromancer, becauſe he could 
not foreſee this event, went away in a 
„ EEE 
The coaſt being clear, Peregrine came 
forth from his den, and congratulated 
his friend upon the peaceable iſſue of 
the adventure which he bad overheard: 
but, that he might not be expoſed” io 
ſuch inconvenience for the future, they 
reſolved, that a grate ſhould be fixed 
in the middle of the outward door, 
through which the conjuror himſelf : 
might reconnoitre all the viſitants de- 
fore. their admiſſion; ſo that, to thoſe. 
whoſe appearance he might not like, 
Hadgi ſhould, withoutopening, give no 
tice that his maſter was engaged. By 
this expedient, too, they provided againſt 
thoſe difficulties which Cadwallader muſt 
| have encountered, in giving ſatisfaction 
to ſtrangers whom he did not Know z © 
for the original intention of the fouriders” 


* 


* 


vas to confine the practice of their art 


to people of faſhion'only, moſt of hem 
eee WP COUNTS. 
feit magician and his*coadjutors, 
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e ladies concerned, in fuch a manner, 
19200 whole affair was, in a few days, 
xe 


he une ſel topick of diſcourſe,” in 
which, it Was retailed f with nu mberleſs 
eee er, 
ics themſelyes, who had ſong induſged 
A Pique. at each other, Aud took this op- 
Porlunity of enjoying their revenge. 
3 Theſe incidents, while they regaled 
the tpleen „at the ſame time augmented 
the renown of the conjuror, who was 
deſcribed on both ſides as a very extra- 
ordinary perſon in his way; and the al- 
teration in his door was no ſooner per- 
formed, than he had occaſion to avail 
himſelf of it, againſt the intruſton of a 


* 


great many, with whom he would have 
.toun} it very difficult to ſupport the 
fame he had acquired, ' 
Among thoſe who appeared at his 
„rate, he perceived a certain clergy- 
man, whom he had long known an 
humble attendaut on the great, and 
with ſome the reputed miniſter of their 
; 1 75 : this Levite had diſguiſed 
himſelf in a great coat, boots, and 
. dreſs quite een to the habit worn 
dy thoſe of his function; and bein 
admitted, attempted to impoſe himſelf 
. a3 a country ſquire upon the conjuror, 
who calling him by his name, defired 
bim to fit down. This reception cor- 
. reſponding with the report he had 
heard, touching our magician's art, 
the doctor ſaid de would lay aſide all 
diſſimulation. After having profeſſed 
an implicit belief, that his ſupernatu- 
ral knowledge did not proceed from 
any communication with evil fpirits, 


ds." 14 


but was the immediate gift of Heaven, ä 
m- | © withal to purchaſe fuch a long leaf, 
and I have long outlived all my friends 


he declared the intention of his com- 
. Ing was to enquire into the health of a 


good friend and brother of his, who | 
poſſeſſed a certain living in the coun- that I am, one hundred and twenty 
e be Yeas 
old and infiim, to kiiow what ſpace of 89 

Us leviating his concern, told him that 


time was allotted to him in this frzil 


ſtate of mortality, that he might have 
dhe melaycholy ſatisfaction of attend- 


10 Ny * £8 31 016 3 7 Fo rel | al 
% The conjuror, who at once per- 


£ 


0 


„eie the, purport” of "this queſtion,” always be in his power to cmf 


Ran during which he 


11 ef a ſolemn 
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in contemplatlon, de- 
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Ausr. ede 
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- Axerec this reſponſe to Bis "confulter : 


«Though 1 foreſte ſome okcurfences, 
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Ky ing him in ' his- laſt moments, and aſ- | 1 
;: Atipg bim in his preparations for eter- tail 4 life of | misfortune; an 


LI 


| worttiies; known among 


© know not to what age that « 
© man's life will a but 10 10 
can penetrate into the womb of ting, 
© as to diſcern, that the incumbent gil 
*- ſurvive his intended ſueceſſor,* Thi 
dreadful ſentence in a moment hanifkel 
the blood from the face of the apyail 
con ſulter, Who hearing his own doon 
pronounced, began to tremble in & 
joint ; he lifted up his eyes in the apony 
of fear, and ſaying— The will of Go 
be done!* withdrew in ſilent defyon. 
dence, his teeth chattering with terror and 
Aff e 
This client was fucceeded by an old 
man about the age of ſeventy-five, who 
being reſolved to purchaſe a leaſe, de 
fired to be determmed in the term of 
years by the necromancer's advice; ob. 
ſerving, chat as he had no children of 
his own body, and had no regard for 
his heirs at law, the purchaſe would be 
made with a view to his own conyet- 
ence only; and therefore, coplidering 
his age, he himſelf heſitated in the pe- 
riod of the leaſe, between thirty and 
- threeſcore years. | 
The conjuror, upon due deliheration, 
adviſed him to double the laſt ſpecißed 
term, becauſe he diſtinguiſhed in bis 
features ſomething portending extreme 
old age and ſecond childhood, and he 
ought to provide for that ſtate of incaꝶa 
eity, which otherwiſe would be attead- 
ed with infinite miſery and affliction, 
The fuperannuated wretch, thunder- 
ſtruck with this prediction, held up ds 
hands, and in the firſt tranſports of bis 
apprehenſion, exclaimed Lord have 
merey upon me! I have not wher- 


„ ic oo we 


as Ka—+«— 4 R == . 1 «i#td ca ——-Y y_ 


— at. M6. . 


© what then muſt become of me, fine! 


© years hence!“ Cadwallsder, (be 
enjoyed his lerror) under pretence of i. 


what he had prog noſtieated did not de- 
prive him of the means which be 41 
every perſon had in their e 2 gr” 
gentleman went away, ſceming!) con: 


forted with the aſſurante, that Moy 1 


halter for his on deliverance. FE 
Scon after the retreat of chi ese 


Wire ini le 
- the'tmdbician wasivitited by one ot 
the magician was 7 be Romans 
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lad amafſed a la fortune by a cloſe 
| 3 ax to the — wants and 
Leakneſs of raw unexperienced heirs, 
WE /7his honourable uſurer had fold an an- 
W nuity upon the life of a young ſpend- 
crit, being thereto induced by the af- 
@ £rmation of his phyſician, who had aſ- 
E ſired him his patient's conſtitution was 
Ws rotten; that he could not live one 

ear to an end: he had, nevertheleſs, 
made ſhift to weather eighteen months, 
and now | ſeemed more vigorous and 
healthy than he had ever been known 3 
for he was ſuppoſed to have nouriſhed 
an hereditary -- pox from his cradle. 
Alarmed at this alteration,” the (eller 
came to conſult Cadwallader not only 
about the life of the annuitant, but alſo 
concerning the ſtate of his health at the 
nme of his purchaſing the annuity, pur- 
poling to fue the phytician for falſe in- 
W telligence, ſhould the conjuror declare 
W that the young man was ſound, when 
me doctor pronounced him diſeaſed. 
W But this was a piece of ſatis faction he 
did got obtain from the miſanthrope ; 
W who, in order to puniſh his ſordid diſ- 
WE poſition, gave him to underſtand, that 
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Z the phyſician had told him the truth, 


and nothing but the trutk; and that the 
W young gentleman was in a fair way of 
| altaining'a comfortable old age. That 


impatience of his mortification at this 
God, the annvitant does not lead the 


« dibly informed he is cholerick and 
" raſh; ſo that he may be concerned in 


© riots in the ſtrett, in which -a rake's 


in the river, thrown from a vicious 
© horſe, overtaken with a cold, endan- 
berec by a ſurfeit ; but what. I place 
my chief confidence in, is an hearty 


; al to his whole family. Not but that 
h the iſſue of all theſe things. is uncer- 
„un; and expedients might be found 
Þ which would more effectually anſwer 
* the purpoſe. I know they have arts 
: wo by which a man can ſecure 
ur 0wn interest, in the ſalutation of 
c q friendly ſhake by the hand; and I 
= — that you wh have lived 
os... ountry are 
; = ALY naſter of the ſe 
o communicate ſuch a noftrum; thee 


_ 
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is to lay, cried the client, in the 


anſwer, bating accidents ; for, thank _ N t 
rioſity prompted him to know the ſub- 


molt regular life; beſides, I am cre- He 


a ddel: then there are ſuch things as 
* kull may be caſually cracked; he 
may de overturned in a coach, orerſet 


condeſcenſion, for which he thanked the 
necromancer, gave him to underſtand, 


box, a diſtemper which hath been fa- 


ure, if you was inclmed 


315 
© are abundance of people who would 
42 abe OT ene ede 
purchaſe it at a very high. price,” . 
Cadwallader underſtood this inſinda- 
tion, and was tempted to amuſe him in 
ſuch a manner as would tend to bis dif- 
grace and confuſion z but, conſidering 
that the caſe was of too criminal a na- 
ture to be tampered with, he withſtood 
his deſire of puniſhing this rapacious 
cormorant any other way than by tell. 
ing bim, he would not impart the ſe. 
cret for his whole fortune ten_times 
doubled; ſo that the uſurer retired, vers 
much diſſatisfied with the iſſue of his 
conſultation, 3 


Tune next perſon who preſented him- ; 


ſelf at this altar of intelligence, was an 
author, who recommended himſelf to a 
gratis advice, by obſerving that a pro- 


phet and poet were known by the ſame 


appellation among the ancients; and 


that, at this day, both the one and the 


other ſpoke by inſpiration, The con- 


juror refuſed toowa this affinity, which, 


he ſaid, formerly ſubſiſted, becauſe both 
ſpecies of tne Yates were the children of 


fiction; but as he. himſelf did not fall 


under that predicament, he begged leave 
to diſown ail connection with the fami- 
ly of the poets; and the poor author 
would have been diſmiſſed without his 
errand, though he offered to leave an 


ode as ſecurity tor the magician's fee, 
to he paid from the profits af his firit 


third night, had not Cadwallader's cu- 


ject of this gentleman's enquiry. 
therefore told him, that in conſideration 


of his genius, he would for once ſatisfy 
him without a fee; and defired him to 


ſperify the doubts [6 Wick be icke 
e mm 
The ſon of Parnaſſus, glad of this 


that he had ſome time before preſented a 
play in manuſcript to a certain great 
man, at the head of taſte, who had not 


only read and approved the performance, 
but alſo undertaken to introduce and 


ſupport. it on the ſtage; that be (the 
eck was aſſured by this patron, that 


the play was already (in conſequence of 


his recommendation) accept 4A one 


of the managers, Who had faithfully 


. promiſed to bring it to light; but that 


when he waited on this ſame manager, 


to know when he intended to put his 
production in rehearſal, the map de- 


clared he had never ſeen or heard of ine 
Hi Ria piece. 
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; piece. Now, Mr, Qonjvror, faid be, 
\ ant to e ar ths 
. play has been preſen ted, and if I have 
+ any fort of chante of ſeeing it acted 
by this winter.” 10118 U 4, 8 Hs: 

Js 2 Cadwailader; who had, in his young- 
# er days, ſported, among the theatrical 
1 muſes, began to loſe his temper at this 
1 to Peftſen; hich recalled the remem- 
. es Waris ef his on diſappointments ; . 
BT - Aud diſpatched the author with an abrupt | 
+ anſwer, importing, that the affairs of 
15 the ſtage were altogether without the 
bf © tþhere of bis divination, being entirely 
55 regulated by the demons of diſſimula- 
15 © tion, ignorance, and caprice,. | 

= It would beanendiels taſk ro recount 
5 "every individual reſponte which our ma- 
Ip M gician delivered in he courſe of his con- 
' Jol ation. He was conſulted in all caſes 
fi bf law; phyſick, and- trade, over and 
wg Above the ordinary: ſubjects of marriage 
1 and fornication; his advice and aſſiſtance 
4 ©" were tolicited by ſharpers, who deſired 
1 to poſſeſs aw iutallihle method of cheat- 
10 ing onperceivec; by fortune- hunters, 
1 who wan et to make prize of widows. 
i And heirefſes; by debauchees, who we: e 
17 Jifpoſed to he-with other men's wives; 
. by coxcombs, Who longed for the death 
oh of their fathers; by wenches with child, 
8 © who'wiſhed themſelves rid of their bur- 
3 deus; by merchants, who had inſured. 
Hh above valve, and thirſted, after the 
WO © hows of e deck; by under writers, 
1 ] Who played foi the gift of, preſcience, 
i 'q 445 that ine y might venture. money upon 
bes c only-33 fhould perform the 
„ 
| | * uſhers, Who! advance money upon un- 
1 >. decided cduſfesg by. clients, ha were 
0 (dubious of the honeſty af their council: 
14 in ſhort, ll matters off uncertain | iſſue. 
ee dural; aud, in. 
7 Point of calculetion, De Moivre was 
11 42; yiteily veglectes. Fes AO? ro, 

1 %%% Aid bald.” 
| 00 e 20 
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PEREGRINE PIK TE. 


virtuoſi extended, and had frequently 


and he accordingly concerted meaſures 


by his emiſfaries, that the magician had 


FJopyage in fafetyy by Jews, who wanted chancing to he the ſubject of converla- 
10 foreſee the fludtuarions'of. lock; by tion, in a place where moſt of thoſe in 


in the uſual ſtyle, and ſome of them 


for his preſumprion. 


And obſerved with great vehemence, thit 
it would be a meritotious action to pit 


4 FH ELDELS/ WHO; PRETEND TO-DE- 
2/94) SPISE PREIR ART; AND PERB- + 


of the perſon who fliould ftand the f. 


rates, who, oy divers ingeniouy corn: 
vances, punifhed the mo bangs 
Fenders with as much ſeverity as the ng. 
ture of their plan would allow, 4, 

length, they projected a ſcheme for 
chaſtiſing a number of their own ge. 

. quaintanee, who had all along profeſs 
the utmoſt contempt for the talent of this 
conjutor, Which" they endeavoured 1 
ridicule in all companies, where his fur. 
prizing art was the ſubje& of diſcourſe; 
not that they had ſenſe and diſcernment 
enough to perceive the abſurdity of his 
pretenſions, bur affected a ſingularity of 
opinion, with'a view of inſulting the in. 
ferior underſtandings of thoſe who were 
deceived by ſuch an idle impoſtor. 

5 Peregri ne, indeed, for obvious reaſons, 
had always etpouſed their judgment in 
this caſe, and joined them in revilmg 
the publick character of his friend: but 
he knew how far the capacities of thole 


caught them in the fact of recounting 
their exploits againſtthe conjuror, which 
were the productions of their own in- 
vention only. On thefe conliderations, 
his wrath was kindled againſt them, 


with his coadjutor for overwhelming 
| them with confuſion and dilmay. 
In the firſt place, a report was ſpread 


vundertaken to entertain their view with 
the appearance of any perſon whom his 
cuſtomers ſhould defice to fee, whether 
dead, or at the diſtance of a thouſand 
leag ues, This extraordinary propolal 


fidels' were aſſembled, they talked of it 
Twore' the fellow ought to be pilloried 
Our hero, ſeizing this favourable op- 


portunity, ac qu eſced in their remarks, 


the raſcal to the pioof, and then toſs 
him in a blanket for non performance. 
They were wonderfully pleated with 
this ſuggellion, and .forthwith deter- 


While 


ſelf 


| reſling great confidence of the 
| conjuror's incapacity. to give him the 
leaſt cauſe of apprebenſion ._ * 

This point being ſettled, whey de- 
tached one of their number to Crabtree, 
in order to befpeak and adjuſt the hour 
and terms of the operation, which he 


as « 


= - apartment, here every thing was pre- 
WW pared for the occaſion, At the appoint- 
ed time, t ey went thither in a body, 


tion of detecting the impoſtor ; and were. 
W received with ſuch gloomy formality, as 
ſeemed to have an effect upon the coun- 
W tenances of ſome among them; though 
they were encouraged by the vivacity of 
Pickle, whoa ffected a double ſhare of pe- 
tulance, for the more effectual accom- 
pliſument of his purpoſe. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the 
interrogations they uttered, in the levity 
of their inſolence, at the firſt entrance, 
but ordered Hadgi to conduct them 


ſee there was no previous apparatus to 
to his undertaking. 
| thing but a couple of wax tapers burn- 
ing on a table that ſtood with a chair 
and returned to the audience- chamber, 
counter the phantom of that perſon, 
edge) deſire the magician to conjure up 
to his view, „ 
'- All-the doors being ſhut, and the 
ſued, together with a face of dreadful ex- 


of the candles, which were tipped with 
|  Tulphur for that purpoſe, and heighten- 


which Hadgi tolled in the anti-chamber. 


| their ignorance and. fear, deſired them 
do name the r{on. to | be produced, 
; After ſome whiſpers among themſelves, 

one of them took tlie pen, and writing 


ud oprping the door of his cloſet, 
dußplaped to their view a {Kull, with 


itzt bones eroſſed upon a table covered 


With black cloth 


: 


13 This melancholy ſpectacle made à re- 
5 markable impreſſion: upol 9 
uns dithecompan 25 
. Nr Fi v - 


0 
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PEREGRINE, PICKLE. 


inſiſted opon performing at bis own 


to the number of ſeven, in full expecta- 


= through the next toom, that they might 
affright their deputy with objects foreign 
They found no- 
by it, in the middle of the apartment, 
leaving Peregrine by himſelf, to en- 
whom they ſhould (without his Know- 


Fompany ſeated, a profound ſilence en- Lite WNIC 
| pronounced theſe words: © Merciful 
pectation, encouraged by the blue flame 


ed by the diſmal. ſound of a large bell, 


= Cadwallader havi ng thus practiſed upon 


te name of Commodore Trunnion upon 
"0p lip of paper, put it into the hands of 
the magician, Who roſe. from his ſeat, - 


UTC 


31 
by the previous ceremony; and they 2 


gan to ſurvey one another-With logks pf | 


conſternation, while Cadwallader, fn 
ting himſelf in the elaſet, that was couti- 
guous to the chamber in which his friend 


Peregrine was ſtationed, ane 
with his. uncle's name through; a ſmall 


chiok in the partition, according to agree. 
ment, müttering all the time a ſoxt. of 


N 4 that encreaſed the panick af 
his audience; then returning to his chair, 
the knell was k nolled again, and Pickles 
called aloud, Damn your mummety! 


© why don't you diſpatch ??: 
This was a ſignal to Crabtree, who 


thus certified of his having received the 
paper, ſtood up and waved his wand 


in the figure of an 8. The, motion 
being thrice per formed, their ears were 


all of a ſudden invaded by a terrible 


noiſe in the next room, ee ed 
with the voice of Peregrine, who ex- 


claimed in a tone of horror aud amaze- 
ment Guard me, Heaven! my un- 


cle Trunnion!? This ejaculation had 
ſuch an effect upon the hearers, that two 
of them ſwooned with fear, à third fell 
upon his knees and prayed aloud, while 


. 


the other three, in a tranſport of diſmax 


and diſtraction, burſt open the door, and 


ruſhed into the haunted chamber, where 


they found the table and chair over- 
turned, and Peregrine extended, (in all 


appearance) without ſenie or motion, 


upon the floor. „ 
They immediately began to chafe 


his temples; and the finſt ſymptom of 
his recovery, which they perceived, 


was an hollow groan; after which he 


© powers H if I Ive, I ſaw the commo- 


dore with his black patch, in the very 
cloaths he wore at my ſiſter's wed- 
ding.“ This declaration compleated - 
their aſtoniſhment and terror; they ob- 


ferved a wildnels in his looks, which 


he ſeemed to bend on ſomething con- 


cealed from their view; and were in- 
fected by his appearance to ſuch a pitch 
of ſuperſtition, that it would have been 


an eaſy matter to perſuade them that 
the chair and table were apparitiops at 


their forefathers, However, they con- 
ducted, Peregrine into the council- 


chamber, where the conjuror and Hadgi 

were employed in miniſtering to thoſe 

who had ee N 
| a 


received the uſe of their faculties, 


Cadwallader afſuming a double portion 
del ſeverity in nis alpett, aikeg it abey 
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dnlity; declaring, that he was ready' to 
tive em more convin cing proofs of his 
arr upon the ſpot, and would immed}- 
Mely reeal three. generattons of their 

enjrors from the dead, if they were 
Ur to teliſn ſuch company. Then 
turting to one of them whoſe great- 
gare had been banged—— Are 
1 vou, ſaid be, ambitious of ſeeing 
« Hhe firſt tewarkable perſonage' of your 
family? Say the word, and he ſhall 


4 Pear. att 18 5 : 

| by 4 youth,” who had been the moſt 
inſolent and obſtreperous of the whole 
fociety, and was now deprefied with 
the ſame proportion. of fear; alarmed at 
the propoſal, aſſured the magician, he 
had no curioſity ot that ſort remaining; 
and that What he had already ſeen, 
would, he hoped, have a good effect upon 
his future lite and converſation, Every 
one of theſe heroes made an acknow- 
jedgment and profeſſion of the ſame 


kind, ſome of which were attended with 


tears; and Hadgi having provided chairs 


for the while company, they departed 


exceedingly creſt-fallen. Two of the 
number actually fickened with the agi- 
tation they had undergone, while our 


- Hero and his aſſociate made themſelves 


merry with the ſucceſs” of their enter- 
But this ſcheme of fortune telling 
wid: not engroſs his wliole attention; he 
till continved to maintain his appear- 
ance in the beau- monde; and as his 


expence far exceeded his income, ſtrove 
to contract intimacies with peeple of 


intereſt and power; he ſnhewed himſelf 
regularly at court, paid his reſpects to 
them in all' places of publick diverſion, 
und frequently entered into their parties, 
either of pleature oy cards. In the 


--courle of this cultivation, he happen- 


vd one evening; at a certain” chocolate- 


Hbauſe, to overlook a match at pic- 


0 in which he perceived a couple of 


nobleman, who had neither temper 


mor, kit”. ſofhcient "to cope with "ſuch 
antagoniſts. ; {Of 10% 
Dur hero being a profeſſed enemy to 
all knights of induttry, could not bear 
1 ſes tiem chest in publick withifuch 
Anſqlent audacity, Uudef pretence of 
om municating tome buſlineis/ of im 
| ep; if! he beggeck the 'favour' of 
enking to che, yourig®:gepletiian' in 
252 nher corner ot the ro- m and i a 


FNF Hoeness | 
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PEREGRINE NMe RLE. 
were not aſhamed of their former incre- 


friendly manner cautioned him 293 
the Aer his opponents. This * 
headed repreſentative, far from thinkin, 
ot owning himſelf obliged to Pickle fer 
his good counſel, looked upon his advice 
as an inſult vpon' his underſtanding, 
and replied with an air of ferocious dif. | 
pleaſure, that he knew how to take care 
of his "own concerns, and would nat 
ſuffer either him or them to bubble hin 
out of one ſhilling, © | 

* Peregrine, offended at the aſſoch. 
tion, as well as at the ingratitude and 
folly of this conceited coxcomb, ex. 
preſſed his reſentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at leaſt an acknoy. 
ledgment for his candid intention; 
but he found his intellects too much 
warped by his vanity, to perceive hi 
own want of capicity and experience, 
Inflamed by this reproof, the young 
nobleman challenged him to play for 


tive hundred pounds, with many op. 


probrious, or at leaſt. contemptuous 
terms of defiance, which provoked our 
hero to accept the propoſal. After the 
other had diſengaged himfelf from the 
old rooks, who were extremely mortificd 
at the interruption, the two young 
champions fat down, and Fortune acting 
with uncommon ' impartiality, Pickle, 
by the ſuperiority of his talents, in two 
hours won to the amount of as many 
thouſand pounds, for which he was 
obliged to take his antagonilt's note, 
the ſharpers having previouſly fecured 
his ready-money. | | 
Frantick with bis loſs, the raſh 
young man would have continued the 
game, and doubled ſtakes every time; 
10 that Peregrine might have encreaſed 
his acquiſition to ten times the ſum he 
had gained/; but he thought he had al- 
ready ſufficiently chaſtifed the pie- 
ſumption of the challenger, and was 
unwilling to empower fra to ra- 
viſh from hint the fruits of his ſuccels; 
he therefore declined my lord's propo- 
ſal, unleſs he would: play for ready- 


money; and his lordſhip having in vain 
tried his credit among the company» 
our adventorer withdrew, leaving him 
In an extaſy of rage and diſappont- 


* 
7 


e 
As the inſolonce of his behavicur had 


inereaſed with his ill⸗luck, and he had 
Pen vent to divers expreſſions, which 


eregrine took amils, our young gentle- 


man reſblved o augment his pant J 
| ment, by * Waring bim wiih demands 


which 
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W ...1y (atizhed ; and next gay {ent Pipes 
4 1 Þ ome houſe, with the noie, 
W which was drawn payable upon demand. 
be debtor, who, bad gone to bed half 
WE citrafied with bis misfortuge, finding 
bimſelf waked with ſuch a,dilagreeable 
. din, loft all patience, curſed Pickle, 


hreatened his meſſenger, blaſphemed 
wich horrible execrations, and made ſuch 
a noiſe as reached the ears of his father; 
who ordering his ſon to be called into 
his preſence, examined him about the 
cauſe of that uproar, which had diſturb- 


tleman, after having eſſayed to amuſe 
him with ſundry equivocations, which 
ſerved only to increaſe his ſuſpicion, 
and deſire. of knowipg the truth, ac- 
knowledged that he had loſt ſome money 
over night at cards, to a gamelter who 
had been ſo impertinent as to lend a 
meſlage, demanding it that morning, 
though he had told the fellow, that it 
would not ſuit him to pay it immediate- 
ly, The father, who was a man of ho- 
nour, reproached him with great {everity 
for his profligate behaviour in general, 
and this ſcandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to be ſome trifle; 
then giving him a bank note for five 
hundred pounds, commanded him to go 
and diſcharge it without loſs of time. 
This well-principled heir took the mo- 
ney, but inſtead of waiting upon his 
creditor, he forthwith repaired. to the 
Pang ous in hopes of rettieving his 

{s; and before he roſe from the table, 


ſaw his note mortgaged for ſeven-eighths 
of it's value. 


treatment which his ſervant. had receiy- 
ed, and informed of his lordſhip's ſe- 
cond loſs, which aggravated his reſent- 
ment, determined to preſerve no me- 
dium, and taking out a writ the ſame 


the body of his debtor, juſt as he ſtep- 
ped into his chair at the door of White's 
Choco nie, houſe. The priſoner being 
naturally fierce and haughty, attempted 
to draw upon the bailiffs, who diſarmed 

im in a twinklingz and this effort 


Which, was witneſſed by a thouſand peo- 
le, moll of whom laughed very hear- 
Alx at ibe adyenture of a lord's being 
„ eee 


Such 170. * 8 ; 2 19 n 4:1 Te Fo £4 
Such a publick tranſaction could not 


. long eſcape the knowledge of his father, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE: 


ed the whole family. The young gen- 


Meanwhile, Pickle, incenſed at the 


day, put it immediately in execuion upon 


ſerved only to heighten his diſgrace, 


3179 
who, that very day, had he ſatisfadt ion 
to heat that his ſon was in a-ipungings 
boule. In contequence of this in forma 
tion, he ſent lus tteward to learn the 
particulars of the arreſt, and was equally 
offended, ſurprized, and cancernedy when 
he underſtood the nature of the. debt; 
winch he imaginer his fon had aſteady 
diſcharged. Un-iJhng:to pay. ſuch g 
conſiderable ſum for a ſpendthrift, hom 
he had but 100 much indulged, and who 
in leſs than one week might involve him - 
ſeif in ſuch another difficulty, the old 
gentleman wrote a letter to Peregrine, 
repreſenting what a hardſhip it would 
be upon him to forfeit fuch ſums by the 
indiſcretion of a ſan, whofe-engagements 
he was not bound to fulfil, and defiring 
ſome mitigation in his demands, as it 
was not a debt cootracted for value re- 
ceĩ ved, but incuried without ſubjeRing 
him to the leaſt damage or inconveni- 
eee og bn i 545113 10 Shs 
Our adventurer no ſooner reccived this 
letter, than he went in-perſon to wait up- 
on the author, to whom he, in a candid 
manner, related the particular circum 
ſtances of the match, together with the in- 


gratitude and audacity of bis ſon, which 


he owned had ſtimulated him to ſuch 
meaſures as he otherwiſe would have 
ſcorned to take, The nobleman ac- 
knowledged, that the revenge was hardly 


adequate to the provocation, and con- 


demned the conduct of his ſon with ſuch 
juſtice and integrity, as diſarmed Pere - 
grine of bis reſentment, and diſpoſed 
him to give him an undoubted proof of 
his own diſintereſtedneſs, which he im- 
mediately exhibited, by producing the 
note, and tearing it to pieces, after hav- 
ing aſſured his lordſhip, that the wit 
ſhould be withdrawn, and the priſoner 
diſcharged: before night. 


1413 


ny e earl, who perfectly well under= 


ſtood the value of money, and was no 
ſtranger to the character of mankind, 
ſtood, amazed at this facrifice, which 


Pickle proteſted. was offered by his eſteem 


for his lordſhip : and after having com- 
plimented him upon his generolity, in a 
very uncommon ſtrain of encomium, 
begged the favour of his acquaintance, 


and inſiſted upon his dining with him 


next day. The youth, proud of hav- 
ing met with ſuch an opportunity to 
diſtinguiſn himſeif, in leſs chan an hour 
performed eyery article of his promiſe; 
and in the morning was viſied-by.the 


debtor, Who came by the «xpreſs mo 
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getiam under which, he was laid, and to 
- af parton. for the offence he had given. 
This congeſcenhon,was very glorious 
fer aur hero, who-gracioully received his 
-fubquihon, and. accompanied him - to 
dinner, when he was caretfed by the old 
„e, 27 4 2 2 : 5 * 
ear with, ma rks of | particular atfection 
Aach eſteg m. Nor was his, gratitude con- 
pech ie exterior civility ; he offered 


4 


by the ute af his interelt at court, which 
vn very powerful, and repeated his de- 
fre of ſerving him fo preſſingly, that 
\ Peregrine thought he could not. diſpenſe 
uh the opportunity of aſſiſting bis ab- 
Jent fiend Godfrey, in whoſe behalf he 
begged: the influence of his lordſhip. 
Abe earl, pleaſed with. this requeſt, 
which was another proof of the young 
.geptleman's benevolence, ſaid, he would 
Bot fail to. pay the urmoſt regard to his 
yecommendation ; and in fix weeks a 
captain's commiſſion was actually ſign- 
[ed forthe brother of Emilia, who was 
+Fery. agreeably ſurprized at the intima- 
.tiog, he received from the war-office, 
e he was utterly ignorant of the 
canp! through which he obtained that 
ee £ gar» 
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. circumſtances, would be uſtly * 


gBarded and deſpiſed: ſo much is the og, 
a wel by Tidigulons conſderations. 
22 Be this as. it will, our voupg gentle. 
man was u ſooner diſtinguiſped as 11 
- author, than be was marked out a6 3 
patron by all the ſtarving retainers tg 
poetryz he was: ſolemnized in odes, ce. 
lebrated in epigrams, and fed with the 
milk of ſoft dedication, His vanity eren 
reliſhed this incenſez. and though hi 
reaſon could not help deſpiſing thoſethit 
offered it, not one of them was ſent 
177 unowned by his munificeper. 
He began to think himſelf, in good eu 
neſt, that ſuperior genius which their 
flattery had deſcribed; he cultivated 
Taſk e with the wits of faſhion, 
and even compoſed in ſecret a number 
of hon mots, which he uttered in com- 
pany as the impromptus of his imagi. 
nation. In this practice, indeed, he 
imitated. ſome. of the moſt renowned ge- 
niuſes of the age, who (if the truth 
were known) have laboured in ſecret, 
with the ſweat of their brows, for mauy 
arepartee which they have. vended as the 
immediate production of fancy and ex- 
preſſion. He was ſo ſucceſsful in this 
exerciſe, of his talents, that his fame 
actually came in competition with that 
great man, who had long fat at the helm 
of wit: and in à dialogue that once 
happened between them, on the ſubject 
of a: cork-ſcrew, wherein the alterca- 
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lap for flap,dafh for daſh, our hero was 
judged to haye the better of his lordſhip, 
by tome of the minor fatellites that com. 
monly ſurround; and reflect the rays of 
ſuch mighty] uminagies, . 
Ia a word, he dipped, himſelf fo far 
in theſe literary amuſements, that he 
took the management of the pit into bis 
Arecten, putting. bimſelf at the 
of thole criticks who call themſel ves ile 
townz and in ibat capacity chafiſe 
ſeveraſ players who had beet render ed 
inſolent and refractory by unmerited{uc- | 
cels, As for the new progudtions of 
.the ſtage, though generally un ſpirited 
and infipid, they always enjoyed . 5 
"benefit of bis-influence and breed 
decavle he never difliked che perform 
dance fo, much as he ſympathized wit 
| 5 \Po9r- be be) who food hebind , 
PR e Fa Toe, 
tiembling, as it were, on the very unt a 
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bc damustion : vet, though he extend- 
Fr=r im 
© - bumbleand needy; he never let flip one 
opportunity of | ing villainy and 
arrogance. Had the executive power 
| ofthe legiſlatyre been veſted iu him, he 

.avould have doubtleſs deviſed a ftrange 
ſpecies of puniſhment for all offenders 
azaint” humanity and decorum ; bur, 


-reltried as be was; he employed his 
invention in ſubjecting them to the ridi- 


eule aud contempt of their fellow-ſub- 
nnen ales 
It was with this view he fet on foot 
de ſcheme of conjaration, which was 
Kill hoppily carried on, and made uſe 
of the intelligence of his friend Cad - 
wallader; though he ſometiines convert- 
ed this advantage to the purpoſes of 
gallantry, being (as the reader may 
have perceived) of @ very amorous com- 
| py He not only acted the re- 
former, or rather the caſtigator, in the 
faſhionable world, but alfo exerciſed his 
wlents among the inferior claſs of peo- 
ple, who chanced to incur his diſplea- 


8 6 


ſure. | 

One miſchievous plan that entered 
gur hero's imagination, was ſuggeſted 
by two advertiſements publiſhed in the 
ſame paper, by perfons who wanted to 
borrow / certain ſums of money, for which 
they promiſed to give undeniable ſe- 
eurity. Peregrine, from the ſtyle and 
manner of borh, concluded they were 
written by attornies, a ſpecics of peo- 


Ple for'whom he entertained his uncle's 
verſion,” In order to amuſe himſelf, 


and ſome of his friends, with their diſ- 
appointment, he wrote a letter ſigned 
A. B. to each advertiſer, according” to 
the addreſs ſpecified in the newſpaper, 
importing, that if he would come with 
ms writings to a certain coffee - houſe near 
the Temple; pretiſely at ſix o' clock in the 
Wes the woyld' find a perſon ſitting in 
the right: hand box next to the window, 
who would be 8 
bout the fubjt 


we wanted to raiſe,” Before the hour of 


this double appointment, Pickle, with 


PERBGORIN | 
| mat one of them arrived x conſiderable 


the ſweat running over his noſe. 
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time before tlle hour; and having fe- 


connaitred the rom, took his ftati 
according to the direction he had recelv- 


ed, fixing his eyes upon a click that 
ſtood before him, aud aſking of the bat - 
"keeper if it was not too flow. He had 
not remained in this poſture many mi- 
nutes, when he was joined by a ſtrange 


fl zure, that waddled into the room with 


a bundle of papers in bis NE 

ee 
ing a man in the box to which he had 
been directed, he took it for granted he 
was the lender; and as ſoon zs he could 
recover his breath, which was almoil ex- 
hauſted by the diſpatch he had made 
+ Sir," ſaid he, I preſame you are the 


« gentleman I was to meet about that 


© Joan,” Here he was interrupted by 
the other, who cagerly replied “ AB. 
Sir, I fappoſe.”—" The ſame,' eriet 


the laſt comer; © I was afraid I ſhould 


be too late; for I was detained beyond 
my expe&ation, by a nobleman in the 


mortgage a ſmall trifle of his eſtate, 
about a thouſanda year; and my watch 
happens to be in the hands of the 
maker, having met with an accident 
a few nights ago, which ſer it allcep. 
But howſomever, there's no time loft, 
and I hope this affair will be tranſacted 
to the Aeisfaction of us both. For 
my own part, I love to do good of- 
fices myſelf, and therefore I expect 


other people.” 1 
His new friend was e com- 
forted by this declaration, which h 
conſidered as à happy omen ef his ſuc- 


operated viſibly in his countenance, 


' while he expreſſed his ſatisfaction at 


meeting with a perſon of ſuch candour 
and humanity. © The pleafvre,? faid he, 
© of dealing with, an eaſy conſcientious 
man, is, in my opinion, ſuperior to 
4 thai of touching all the money upon 


earth; for what Joy can bs compared 


© wich what's geen wise fees In 
© befriending it's fellow-creatures?”"'I 
© was never ſo happy in my life, as at 

PEST TORITERL ©.” Irn I | 
one time in lending fave hu! 
"©" pounds to 2 Worth gentleman in dif- 
trels, without inſi 


An 00. man þ his countenance s 


other end of the town that wants to 
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nothing but what is fair and honett of 


vnderd 


trels,” withour infifting oon rigid h 
© eurity. Sic, one may cafily diſtinguiſh 
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„ for ape now, 1 think Ted rike 
© your word for ten thouſand pounds. 
The other with great joy PR 
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m erident affect upon their punctuality, 
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he,was right in his.conjeQuye, and re- 
turned the compliment a thouſand fold: 
by which means the expectation of both 


was wound up to a very intereſting. pitch; 


andoboth at the ſame inſtant began to 
produce their papers, in the untying of 
which their hands ſhook with tranſports 
of tagernels and impatience, while their 
_ eyes were ſo intent upon their work, that 
they did not perceive the occupaiion. of 
each other. Falun | Bann 1 
At lengih, one of them, having got 
the tart. of the other, and unrolled ſeve- 
ral ſkins of muſty parchment, directed 
his view to the employment of his friend; 
and ſeeing him tumbling at his bundle, 
aſked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along 
with him. The other, without lifting 
up his eyes, or deſiſting from his en- 
deavours to looſe the knot, which by 
this time he had apphed to, his teeth, 
anſwered his queſtion in the negative, 
obſerving, that the papers in his hand 
were the ſecurity which he propoſed to 
give for the money, 1 
Ihis reply converted the looks of the 
enquirer into a ſtare of infinite ſtolidity, 
accompanied with the word, © Aan!“ 
which he pronounced in a tone of fear 
and aſtoniſhment, The other, alarmed 
at this note, calt his eyes towards the 
ſuppoſed lender, and was in a moment 
infected by his aſpect. All theexulta- 
tion of hope that fparkled in their eyes 
was now fucceeced by diſappointment 
and diſmay; and while they gazed rueful- 
ly at each othe!, their features were gra- 
dually elongated, like the tranſient curls 
of a Mid:ile-row periwig. 25 
Inis emphatick ülence was, however, 
broke by the laſt comer, who, in a faul- 
tering accent, deſired the other to recol- 
lect the contents of his letter. Of 
.* your letter! ciied the firſt, putting 
into his hand the, adveruſement he had 
received from Pickle ; which he had no 
ſopner peruſed, than he produced bis 
.own for the isfaction of the other 
party: ſo that another gloomy pauſe en- 
fued, at the end of which each-utterect a 
profound gh, or rather groan, and ri- 
„Ang up, fneaked off without tartber 
communication; he who jſcemed ro be 
the molt aflifled of the two, taking his 
departure, with an exclaination of— 
4 H jimbugeed, egad!' - 
„ Such, were tlie a uſements. of our 
bero, though. they did not engtols bis 
* whole, Ame, Fome, part of which was 
ant e vi; 209 1h Hime et 23 
e e | 
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, neceffary companions to this hopetul ge. 


dedicated to no turnal riots and revel 
among a ſet af young noblemen, u, 
had denounced. war againit temperayce 
economy, and common ſenſe, and were 
indeed, the devoted ſons of tumult, valle 
and prodigality. Not that Peregrine tx. 
liſhed, thoje ſcenes, which were a ſuc. 
ceMon of abſurd extravagance, deyci 
of all true, {purity taſte, and enjoyment: 
but his vanity. prompted him to mingle 
with thoſe who were intitled the chonce 
ſpirits, of the age; and his diſpoſition 
was ſo pliable, as to adapt itſelf eallly 
to the meaſures.of his company, where 
he had not influence enough to act in the 
capacity of director. Their rendezvous 
was at a certain tavern, which might be 
properly ſtyled the temple of «<xcels, 
where they left the choice of their tax 
to the diſcretion of the landlord, that 
they might ſave themſelves the pains of 
exerciſing their own reaſon ; and inorder 
to avoid the trouble of adjuſſ ing the bill, 
ordered the waiter to declare how much 
every individual mult pay, without ſpe. 
city ing the articles of the charge. This 
proportion generally amounted to two 
guineas per head for each dinner end 
ſupper, and frequently exceeded that 
ſum; of which the landlord durit not 
, abate, without running the riſk of hay- 
ing his noſe {lit for his moderation. 

But this was a puny expence, com- 
pared with that which they often incur— 
red by the damage done to the finite 
and ſervants, in the madneſs of their in- 
toxication, as well as the loſs they it 
ſtained at hazard, an amuſement to 
which all of them had recourl in the 
Progreſs of their debauches. This cle. 
gantdiveriun was introduced, encoufag- 
cd, and promoted, by a crew of 13pact- 
ous ſharpers, who had made themic!vrs 


neration, by the talent of pimping aud 
butfoonery, Though they were. um- 
verſally known, even by thoſe they prey- 
ed upon, to have no other means of cath» 
ing their livelihood, than the wolt ints. 
mous and fraudulent practices, tht) 
were careſſed and courted by tele . 
fatuated dupes, when a man of nonults 
who would not join in their exceſſes, 
would have been treated with the ute 
indignity and contempt. _ 

Though Peregrine, in his heart, ge. 
teſted thoſe abandoꝶ ed courſes an, 
a profeſſed enemy to the wholc e; 4 
gameſters, whom he con ſidered ow — 
ways Weatcd as the foes os huak ; - 
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 PEREGRINE/ PICKLE; 


with wine, miſted by example, invited 
on one hand, and defied on the other, 
forgot all his maximsof caution and ſo- 


he was inſenſibly accuſtomed to licen- 
tous riot, and even led imperceptibly 
into play by thoſe cormorants, who are 
no 15 dangerous in the art of cheating. 
than by their conſurnmate ſkill in work- 
ing upon the paſſions of unwary youth. 
They are, for the moſt part, naturally 
cool, phlegmatick, and crafty, and by 
a long habit of diſſimulation, have gain- 
ed an abſolute dom inĩon over the haſty 
paſſions of the heart; ſo that they engage 
with manifelt advantage over the impa- 
tience and impetuoſity of a warm, un- 
deligning temper, like that of our young 
gentleman, who, when be was heated 


q 


briety, and plunging into the reigning 


folly of the place, had frequent occations | 
to moralize in the morning upon the loſs 


of the preceding night. 


Theſe penitential reflections were at- 


tended with many laudable reſolutions 


of profiting by the experience which he 
had ſo dearly purchaſed; but he was 


one of thoſe philoſophers; who always 


put off, till another day, the commences 


ment of their reformation, © at 
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